
Page 1 of 12 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

34 South Main Street 

Rochester, NH 03867 

(603) 948-1225 or (603) 948-1179  

Email at Office@firstumcrochester.org  

 

 

 



Page 2 of 12 

 

March 17, 2024 
 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 

(*) The congregation is invited to stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE) Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE: Chorale Prelude “Rhosymedre    R. V. Williams (1872-1958) 

Music: Ralph Vaughn Williams ©1920 Stainer and Bell London;  Public Domain 

    

*CALL TO WORSHIP   (for Dedication of the Hymnals)  

Since the dawn of time,  

  the people of God have lifted their voices in song.   

We sing through all seasons of life,  

  celebrating the greatness and goodness of our God.   

We sing in times of joy and celebration,  

  recognizing the blessings of God.   

We sing to express our gratitude and joy,  

  even amidst uncertainty and distress  

  trusting God’s presence in us.  

And we sing as a testament to our new life in Christ.  
(The congregation is invited to open the front cover of the hymnal to find the name 

for whom the hymnal was dedicated.) 

 

With hearts full of gratitude,  

we present these hymnals to the glory of God  

and for service in the life of this congregation.  

We dedicate them in honor of and loving memory of 

___________________, for whom we offer our heartfelt thanks.  
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*HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 

Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1972 Hope Publishing 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL 60188; Music: Charles V. 

Stanford ENGLEBERG, Public Domain; Reprinted under oneLicense.net #A 711296 All Rights reserved.  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-when-in-our-music-god-is-glorified


Page 4 of 12 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION *** 

 

God, we confess that we cling to the things of this world; 

  our hands are too full to receive your grace. 

Help us let go of all but you, 

   to lose our life, 

  to receive your life. 

Help us to die  

  and rise with Christ, 

   who is our Beloved, our promise, 

  our courage.  

Amen.  

 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE *** 

God understands how we struggle 

  to stay open and compassionate. 

God’s gift of grace and love 

  transforms our hearts and minds. 

That gift is given to us again, here and now. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:          Jeremiah 31:31-34                   (Pg. 642) ** 

 

 

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=75
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ANTHEM                   Wondrous Love                  Carson Cooman  

 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

  to bear the dreadful curse, for my soul, for my soul, 

  to bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 

 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down; 

  when I was sinking down, sinking down; 

  when I was sinking down, beneath God’s righteous frown, 

  Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul. 

  Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing. 

  to God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 

  to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 

  while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing. 

While millions join the theme, I will sing!  

 

Words: Attr. William Mean, American folk tune; Music: Carson Cooman © 2013 St. James Music Press 4580 

State Street, Saginaw, MI 48603; reprinted and recorded under our license #234;  All rights reserved 

 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  

         CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CHILDREN ARE PRESENT) 
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION    
 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:                  John 12:20-33                        (Pg. 875) ** 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Lesson  

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-amazing-grace-part-i
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-amazing-grace-part-i
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=75
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For the word of God in Scripture,  

For the word of God among us,  

For the word of God within us,   

Thanks be to God!  

 

*GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

SERMON     

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

*HYMN 

“PEOPLE OF THE NEW COVENANT-5” 

Paradox of Christian Life  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-my-song-is-love-unknown
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Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
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PRAYER SONG  

 

 

Words: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier © 2011, Les Preces de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc. Agent 

Reprinted under oneLicense.net #A 711296 All Rights reserved.  

 

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER:  

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG    (As above)  

 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Thank You for your ongoing support of the ministries of FUMC.   

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC        Improvisation         Kevin G. Lindsay 

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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DOXOLOGY 

 

 

Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 

Words & Music:  Stuart K. Hine © 1981 Manna Music Inc. Licensed to Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream, 

IL 60188; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

*BENEDICTION  

 

VOLUNTARY                           Psalm XIX                  Benedeto Marcello (1686-1739) 

Music is in the Public Domain 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-how-great-thou-art
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

Liturgist:                      Karen Lindsay 

Video and Sound Engineer:      John Wilderman   

Image on Cover:           Created in-house by Ho-Soon Han 

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public 

domain and are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO 

BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

 

Readings for March 17, 2024 

PALM SUNDAY 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 /Mark 11:1-11 

Isaiah 50:4-9 / Psalm 31:9-16  

Mark 14:1-15:47  

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=76
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=77
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=77

