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October 22, 2023 
 

 

 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE:          

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP *** 

Creator God, you give us life,  

  and we thank you!  

Risen Christ, you bless us with your grace,   

  and we praise you!  

Holy Spirit, you give us the power to create and to work,  

  to love and to bless.  

You have given us such rich and wonderful gifts!  

We come to you joyfully, grateful for your generosity  

Earth is generous with food and air, with color and beauty.  

You are generous with love and grace.  

Teach us, God, how to be generous.  

Tell us again the story of your grace,  

  so that we may become a part of it.  

Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit,  

  and transform us by your grace.   

Alleluia!  
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*HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-praise-my-soul-the-king-of-heaven
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION *** 

Gentle God, trusting in your tender mercy,  

  we confess our sins to you with one another.  

We confess that we forget you.  

We are so concerned for our own comfort  

  that we forget our neighbors.  

We so attached to our own will that we forget yours.  

We are so aware of our needs that we forget our calling.  

We are so pleased with our possessions  

  that we forget that they are yours.  

Bring us back to mindfulness, God.  

Forgive us and be generous with your grace.  

Heal our hearts, restore your Spirit in us,  

  and re-create us in your image.  

Awaken us to your gifts in us,  

  that we might live by them with trust and courage.  

Lord, have mercy on us and grant us your peace.  

We pray in Christ’s name. Amen.  

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS *** 

Christ bears our forgiveness  

  with wounded hands and a generous heart,  

  and the Holy Spirit fills us with love and courage.  

Loving God claims us as God’s beloved.  

Thanks be to God!  *** 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 
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THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

 

ANTHEM              Teach Me O Lord              Music by Philip Stopford              

 

Teach me O Lord, the way of thy statutes;  

 and I shall keep it unto the end.   

Give me understanding and I shall keep thy law;  

 yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart.   

Make me to go in the path of thy commandments;  

 for there-in is my desire.   

Incline my heart unto thy testimonies,  

 and not to covetousness.    

O turn away mine eyes lest they behold vanity;  

 and quicken me in thy way.   

O establish thy word, thy word in thy servant  

 that I may fear thee.  Amen.   

 

Words: Psalm 119:33-39; Music Philip W. J. Stopford    © 2013, Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of 

Morningstar Music Publishers, Inc. Reprinted and recorded with permission from: OneLicense.net # A-711296.   All 

Rights reserved   

 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  

          CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CRILDREN ARE PRESENT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION    

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-theyll-know-we-are-christians-by-our-love
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CCLI Song # 26997:  Words: Peter Scholtes © 1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. 

by Music Services, Inc.) Music: 1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music 

Services, Inc.). All rights reserved. www.ccli.com    CCLI License # 21279385/#21279392 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:           Acts 4:32-5:11      (Pg. 888) ** 

 

SERMON    Rev. Cythnia Maybeck  – Guest Preacher      

 

 

 

“Your Money or Your Life!” 

http://www.ccli.com/
https://www.cindymaybeck.com/
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

*HYMN  

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-take-my-life-and-let-it-be-consecrated
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PRAYER SONG (Verse 1)  

  

 

Words: St Francis of Assisi, PUBLIC DOMAIN adapted by Sebastian Temple; Music: Sebastian Temple © 1967 Oregon 

Catholic Press and admin by GIA Publications, Agent; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # 

A-711296; all rights reserved.  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-make-me-a-channel-of-your-peace
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INVITATION TO PRAYER:  

Leader:       "The Lord be with you " 

People:       "And also with you..." 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG    (Verse 4 from previous page)  
 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER  

Almighty God,  

  I thank You for all the gifts You have given me:  

  my life, my loved ones, all that I have, and all that I am. 

Most of all,  

  I thank You for Jesus, your Son, and our Redeemer,  

  who came among us to show us the way to eternal life. 

Jesus was the perfect steward of your gifts,  

  showing that complete trust in You is necessary  

  and that giving of self  

  is a most important part of following Him.  

May the offerings of my time,  

  my talents, and my material resources  

be made in the same spirit of sacrifice  

that Jesus taught us by His life and death for us. 

Amen.   

(Adopted from Thomas Merton’s Stewardship Prayer)  
 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC         

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/PrayerChain
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRmYyZWeNbNOAicl3cNMtCxXHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouae3s6wh3hdLs1VePEz2XyY=
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DOXOLOGY 

 

Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 

 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-what-gift-can-we-bring
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Words & Music: Jane Marshall © 1982, Hope Publishing 380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL 60188; Reprinted and recorded with 

permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

*Benediction    

 

VOLUNTARY                 Processional on “Lauda Anima”              Donald P. Hustad  

Music LAUDA ANIMA, Public Domain;  arranged by Donald P. Hustad © 1970 Hope Publishing Company Carol Stream IL 60188; Reprinted and 

recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved. 
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

Guest Preacher:                                            Rev. Cythnia Maybeck  

Liturgist:                      Sharon Parker  

Video and Sound Engineer:      Charlie Devito  

Altar Flowers:                 In Celebration of Molly, Sarah, & Emily Thunberg Birthday’s            

                                                             given by their Mom Marcia Brown   

 

Image on Cover:           Tissot, James, 1836-1902. The Tribute Money, from Art in the Christian 

Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55996 [retrieved October 16, 2023]. 

Original source: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brooklyn_Museum_-

_The_Tribute_Money_(Le_denier_de_C%C3%A9sar)_-_James_Tissot.jpg. 

Background on Cover art:  Follow THIS hyperlink for more information on the cover art.   

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public 

domain and are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO 

BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 

 

***Worship elements from Unfolding Light   

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

First United Methodist Church uses the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.  If you would 

like your own copy of the bible used in worship to further your own spiritual journey; please don’t 

hesitate to contact the church office.     

Readings for October 29, 2023 

Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost  

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 / Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 / Matthew 22:34-46 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55996
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20231016316982722&code=act&RC=55996&Row=21
https://unfoldinglight.net/
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=165
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=165

