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March 15, 2026 

 

The Fourth Sunday In Lent 

 

(†) The congregation is invited to stand or (Sit with Gusto)  

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 12 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

  

PRELUDE   

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

God loves the field mouse. 

God loves the crows  

that take flight when church bells ring. 

God loves the baby, cooing in the back pew. 

God loves the child who rocks and claps. 

God loves the one with wrinkled hands and soft eyes. 

God loves the bumblebees and the tabby cats. 

God loves those  

  who walk, crawl, and roll. 

God loves the giant oaks and the evergreens, 

  standing strong over all of us. 

God loves the young,  

  the impressionable, and the earnest. 

There is no bit of creation that God does not love. 

So let us worship this good-news God! 

Amen. 
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† HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 

 

 
Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1970, Hope Publishing Company 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL.; Music: Francis Jackson ©  EAST 

ACKLAM ; Reprinted and recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-for-the-fruit-of-this-creation
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† PRAYER OF CONFESSION & WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God said, “When a foreigner resides among you in your land,  

do not mistreat them.” 

Holy God, we confess,  

  we have mistreated the immigrants in our land. 

Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers,  

  for they will be called children of God.” 

We confess, we have clung to guns and war  

  more than we have pursued peace. 

God said, “When you gather the grapes of your vineyard,  

  do not glean what is left; it shall be for the 

  alien, the orphan, and the widow.” 

We confess, we have hoarded our resources  

  and failed to care for our neighbors. 

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me,  

  and do not stop them.” 

We confess,  

  we have gatekept the good news in unfair ways. 

Fortunately for all of us, God also said, 

  “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

  I have called you by name; you are mine.” 

By God’s grace, despite our sin and shortcomings, 

  we are redeemed, claimed, forgiven, and loved. 

May this good news change our lives! 

Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Old Testament Lesson:    Deuteronomy 24:17-22       (Pg. 158) ** 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2024&version=NRSVUE
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ANTHEM                           LOOK TO THE DAY             John Rutter (B.1945) 

Look to the day when the world seems new again;  

  Morning so fresh you could touch the sky;   

  The earth smells sweet and every flower looks bright;  

  Shining in a dewy light as you wander by.   

Taking the time to enjoy each moment;  

  Tasting the fruits spread along your way,  

  knowing there’s time to spare,  

  dreams you can dream and share; Look to the day.    

 

Look to the day when the earth is green again: 

  Promise of spring after winters sleep.  

The sounds of life returning fill the air,  

  music that’s forever there for your heart to keep.   

Deep in the earth lay the seed of life renewed,  

  quiet and strong till the time of spring; 

  Life in each bud and shoot,  

  life in each flower and fruit,  

  look to that day, when earth shall sing.   

 

Look to the light that will drive out darkness; 

  look to the hope, that will conquer fear.   

God’s strength uphold us till the fight is won 

  till we see our task is done when the day is here.   

Look for that day, when there shall be no more pain; 

  sorrow and sighing shall pass away. 

Pray for the day to come, trust that the day will come,  

  look to that day, look to the day.    

 

Lord we give thanks for the gifts of life and health; 

  Plant a new seed in our hearts, we pray:  

  Help us to see, O Lord, How it should be O Lord,  

  Look to the day.    

Words and Music: John Rutter (B. 1945) © 2008 Licensed in America exclusively to Hinshaw Music Inc. PO Box 470, 

Chapel Hill NC 27514, Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-711296 

Due to licensing, this work can’t be recorded.   

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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† HYMN OF PREPARATION  
 

 

 
Words: Anna Strickland © 2025 Commissioned by A Sanctified Art LLC, Free for Congregational Use   

 



Page 7 of 12 

 

† GOSPEL LESSON:          Matthew 19: 13-15            (Pg. 800) ** 

 

PRESIDER:    For the word of God in Scripture,  

       For the word of God among us,  

       For the word of God within us,   
 

ALL:     Thanks be to God!  

 

† GLORIA PATRI  
 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

SERMON:            Ho-Soon Han  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Good News Is:   

PROTECTION AND CARE FOR THE VULNERABLE” 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2019&version=NRSVUE
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

† HYMN                 This Is My Song            FINLANDIA 

 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, 

  a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is, 

  here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

    but others hearts in other lands are beating 

  with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 

 

My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 

  and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine; 

   but other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

  and skies are everywhere as blue as mine. 

O hear my song, thou God of all the nations, 

  a song of peace for their land and for mine. 

 

This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s kingdoms: 

Thy kingdom come; on earth thy will be done. 

Let Christ be lifted up till all shall serve him, 

  and hearts united learn to live as one. 

O hear my prayer, thou God of all the nations; 

  myself I give thee; let thy will be done. 

WORDS: Sts. 1, 2, Lloyd Stone, st. 3, Georgia Harkness, ca. 1939 

Sts. 1, 2 © 1962 Lorenz Publishing Co; st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Co., Music: Jean Sibelius 1899 FINLANDIA Public 

Domain arr. from The Hymnal 1933; Reprinted and recorded under OneLicense.net # A-711296 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-this-is-my-song
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PRAYER SONG                   

 

 
Words & Music: John Thompson and Randy Scruggs © 1982 Full Armor and White Armor Music; Reprinted and 

recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG         (See Above) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!   

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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† DOXOLOGY 
 

 

 

Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist Publishing House; Music in the 

public domain; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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† HYMN OF DEDICATION 

 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

*Benediction  

 

Voluntary                        

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-for-the-healing-of-the-nations


Page 12 of 12 

 

Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                                                    Ken Manning 

Video and Sound Engineer:       John Wilderman      

Cover Art: Provided by “A Sanctified Art”,   

 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict 

accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing 

House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-

711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries 

(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements by “A Sanctified Art”   

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 

“Feed the Need”  
Putting Our Faith into Motion 

By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul 
 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

Readings for March 22, 2026 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 / Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11 / John 11:1-45 

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=l&d=29&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=l&d=29&y=17134

