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April 12, 2026 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

(†) The congregation is invited to stand or (Sit with Gusto)  

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 
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THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

  

PRELUDE   

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

Creator God, we praise you! 

Risen Christ, we greet you! 

Holy Spirit,  

we are one body by your grace. 

You alone are holy,  

and we worship you. 

Glory be to you,  

  O God of all Creation. 

Thanks be to you,  

O Christ, for our salvation. 

O God, you have defeated sin and death.  

Glory to you in the highest! 

Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit,  

and transform us by your grace. Alleluia! 
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† HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 
Words: Ruth Duck © 1996, Pilgrim Press 700 Prospect Ave East, Clevland OH 44115-1100; Music: LEONI, Hebrew 

Melody PUBLIC DOMAIN; Reprinted and recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-easter-people-raise-your-voices-1
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† PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Lord God, you made the hearts of the disciples glad 

  with the knowledge of the resurrection of Jesus, your Son. 

Forgive us because, like them, 

  we find the truth of Easter so hard to believe; 

  forgive us that we are so easily downcast,  

  and given to despair; 

   forgive us that,  

   although we claim to live by the resurrection faith, 

   we so often appear to believe  

  that suffering is simply a tragedy 

  and that death is the end; 

   forgive us that we take so much convincing 

    of the hope that you give to the world. 

Come to us, Lord God,  

in the power of the risen Christ. 

Take away our crippling doubts and fears, 

  and through your Holy Spirit  

   bring us to life in your service; 

  for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

The peace of God be with you.  

Receive God’s forgiveness and the promise of the Spirit, 

  for Jesus is risen from the dead.  

Seen or unseen, he is present in our midst,  

and we see the presence of Christ  

reflected in each other’s faces.  

Happy are those who have not seen,  

  yet have come to believe.  
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PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

New Testament Lesson:         Acts 2:14a, 22-32            (Pg. 885) ** 

 

ANTHEM   Now the Green Blade Riseth     Arr. Simon Lindley (1948-2025) 

 

Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 

  Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

  Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

  Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain, 

   Thinking that He never would awake again, 

  Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

  Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

  Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain; 

  Quick from the dead the risen One is seen: 

  Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

Jesus' touch can call us back to life again, 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

Words: John Macleod Campbell Crumb (1872-1958) PUBLIC DOMAIN; Music: Noel Nouvelet medieval French Carol arr. 

by Simon Lindley © 1996 Banks Music Publications, Bankend Road, Dumfries UK; DUE TO COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

THIS HAS NOT BEEN RECORDED AS PART OF THE LIVESTREAM SERVICE THIS MORNING.    

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=s&d=44&y=17134
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-now-the-green-blade-riseth
https://leedsminster.org/dr-simon-lindley-1948-2025/
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† HYMN OF PREPARATION  

 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 
Words: Carl Daw © 1999 Hope Publishing CO. 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL.  Music: Ralph Vaughn Williams, Public Domain; 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

† GOSPEL LESSON:          John 20: 19-31            (Pg. 883) ** 

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=s&d=44&y=17134


Page 7 of 12 

 

 

PRESIDER:    For the word of God in Scripture,  

       For the word of God among us,  

       For the word of God within us,   
 

ALL:     Thanks be to God!  

 

† GLORIA PATRI  
 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

SERMON:            John Wilderman   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“We All Have Doubts, and That’s Okay 
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

† HYMN O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing     O FILII ET FILIAE 

 

1. O sons and daughters, let us sing! 

   The King of heaven, the glorious King, 

  o’er death and hell rose triumphing. 

 

REFRAIN 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6. When Thomas first the tidings heard, 

    how they had seen the risen Lord, 

   he doubted the disciples’ word. 

 

7. “My pierced side, O Thomas, see; 

   my hands, my feet, I show to thee; 

   not faithless but believing be.” 

 

8. No longer Thomas then denied;  

   he saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

   “Thou art my Lord and God,” he cried. 

 

9. How blest are they who have not seen, 

   and yet whose faith hath constant been, 

   for they eternal life shall win. 

 

WORDS: Jean Tisserand, 15th cent.; trans. by John Mason Neale, 1851, alt.; Music: 15
th

 century French Carol Harm. By 

Charles H. Webb © 1987 United Methodist Publishing House; All rights reserved. Reprinted and recorded with 

permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
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PRAYER SONG                   

 

 

 
 

Words and Music: Jacques Berthier © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc. Agent, All rights reserved. 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 
 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG         (See Above) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!   

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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† DOXOLOGY 
 

 

Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist Publishing House; Music in the 

public domain; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 

 

† HYMN OF DEDICATION    

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-easter-celebration-hymn-transcends-time-cultures-1
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Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

*Benediction  

Voluntary                        
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Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                                                    Michelle Parker 

Video and Sound Engineer:       Kent Marzoli      

Cover Image:            Caravaggio, Michelangelo Merisi da, 1573-1610. The Incredulity of Saint Thomas, from Art in 

the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54170 [retrieved April 06,2026]. Original source: 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Incredulity_of_Saint_Thomas_by_Caravaggio.jpg. 

Background on Cover Image follow THIS LINK 

 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict 

accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing 

House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

All other congregational songs from other sources, are reported weekly using our license with 

onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries 

(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements by “UNFOLDING LIGHT”  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First United Methodist Church  

 

“Feed the Need”  
Putting Our Faith into Motion 

By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul 
Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

Readings for April 19, 2026 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14, 36-41 / Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19 

1 Peter1:17-23 / Luke 24:13-35 

 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54170
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20230416189077490&code=ACT&RC=54170&Row=2
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=s&d=45&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=s&d=45&y=17134

