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December 28, 2025 

First Sunday After Christmas Day 
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(†) The congregation is invited to stand as your able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE      

 

 

† CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

This is the day the Lord has made.  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

A new year will dawn.  

A new year will begin.  

The world turns to hope and dreams of the future.  

We step into the new year with hope,  

  with faith, and with anticipation.  

For all that has been, we give thanks.  

For all that is to come, we lift our praise.  

Holy One, you are faithful.  

Your compassions are new every morning.  

You are making all things new.  

Gather us now as we step into this new year  

  with open hearts, ready to worship you.  
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† HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hark-the-herald-angels-sing
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RESPONSIVE READING        Psalm 96 1-9  (Pg.815)       UMH  
 

O sing to the Lord a new song;  

       sing to the Lord, all the earth!  

Sing to the Lord, bless God's name;  

  proclaim God’s salvation from day-to-day.  
  

Declare the Lord's glory among the nations,  

       the Lord's marvelous work among all the peoples!  
   

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,  

       to be feared above all gods.  

For all the gods of the peoples are idols;  

      but the Lord made the heavens.  
  

Honor and majesty are before the Lord  

      in whose sanctuary and strength and beauty.   
  

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the people,  

     ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!  
  

Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name!  

Bring an offering,  

  and come into the courts of the Lord!  

Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  

  tremble before the Lord, all the earth!  

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING          Isaiah 63 7-9       (Pg.605)  
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CHOIR CAROL 

 

Watts Cradle Song     Words by Issac Watts,   Arr. Philip Moore 

 

Hush my dear, lie still and slumber;  

  Holy angels guard thy bed!   

Heavenly blessings without number,   

gently falling on thy head.  

 

Sleep my babe; thy food and raiment,  

house and home, thy friends provide;  

All without thy care and payment  

all thy wants are well supplied.   

 

Soft and easy is thy cradle,  

  coarse and hard thy Savior lay,  

  when his birth-place was a stable  

  and his softest bed was hay.   

 

Lo!  He slumbers in his manger,  

  where the horned oxen fed;  

Peace, my darling! Here’s no danger,  

  hears no ox a-near thy bed.   

 

May thou live to know and fear him,  

  trust and love him all thy days:   

Then go dwell forever near him,  

  see his face and sing his praise.    

Words: Issac Watts 1744; Public Domain; Music Philip Moore © 1998: Published by Roger Dean Publishing Company, a 

division of the Lorenz Corporation, 750 Old Hickory Blvd. Suite 2-202 Brentwood, TN 37027 

Reprinted and recorded under OneLicense.net License #A-711296 All rights reserved. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

https://conviviumrecords.co.uk/composer-profile/philip-moore/
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† HYMN OF PREPARATION 

 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-german-carol-recalls-spirit-of-16th-century-folk-plays
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† GOSPEL LESSON:         Matthew 2: 13-23       (Pg. 784) ** 

 

PRESIDER:  For the word of God in Scripture,  

       For the word of God among us,  

       For the word of God within us,   

ALL:     Thanks be to God!  

 

 

† GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

SERMON:            John Wilderman   

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

STARTING OVER 
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† HYMN 

 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-what-child-is-this-1
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PRAYER SONG     

 

 

 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG         (See Above) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!   

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-infant-holy-infant-lowly-1
https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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OFFERTORY MUSIC 

 

† DOXOLOGY 
 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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† HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

*Benediction    

 

Voluntary                   

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-joy-to-the-world-1
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Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                      Robbie Miles  

Video and Sound Engineer       Brogan Meehan       

Visuals:  Worship Team 

Cover Art:  From Worship Design Studio; Used with permission.   

 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict 

accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing 

House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-

711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries 

(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements by Marcia McFee at worship design studio.com   

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 

“Feed the Need”  
Putting Our Faith into Motion 

By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul 
 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

 

Readings for January 4, 2026 

Second Sunday After Christmas Day 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 / Psalm 147: 12-20 

Ephesians 1:3-14 / John 1:1-18  

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=c&d=11&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=c&d=11&y=17134

