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September 6, 2026 
Holy Communion for the Fifteenth 

Sunday After Pentecost 
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(†) The congregation is invited to stand or (Sit with Gusto)  

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 
THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE            

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

Leader: Come, people of God,  

  for the Lord invites us into a life of love and grace. 

People: We come seeking God's wisdom,  

  longing to walk in God's ways. 

Leader: Teach us, O Lord, the path of your statutes,  

  and we will follow them with our whole hearts. 

People: Open our hearts to your truth and direct our steps in your way. 

Leader: God's greatest command is fulfilled in love:  

  love of neighbor, love of one another, love that reflects Christ. 

People: We gather as a community called to love,  

  encourage, and serve. 

Leader: Let us worship the One who teaches us,  

  transforms us and binds us together in love. 

People: With grateful hearts, we worship God. Amen. 
 

† HYMN OF PRAISE   

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-christ-is-made-the-sure-foundation
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Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist 

Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 
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† PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Lord of life you created us to be in relationship with one another  

  and to grow in love.  

Yet we confess that we often wound the community you have called us to love. 

We hold on to hurts, avoid difficult conversations,  

  withhold compassion and struggle to forgive.  

Too often we choose distance rather than reconciliation  

  and judgment rather than grace.  

Forgive us, Lord.  

Help us to become people who listen with humility,  

  speak with kindness, and seek healing when relationships are broken.  

By your Spirit, teach us to love one another as Christ has loved us,  

  so that together we may become the community you desire  

   and the witness you call us to be.  
 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

Hear the good news: When we confess our sins,  

  God is faithful to forgive us, restore us,  

  and gather us again into the community of faith.  

The One who promises to be present 

  wherever two or three are gathered also gives us strength  

  to forgive one another and walk together in love.  

Through Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 
New Testament Lesson:      Romans 13:8-14                (Pg. 923) ** 

 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=72&y=17134
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
ANTHEM                               Communion Song                          Mark Weston 
 

We have come O Lord, this day  

  to the table where the feast is spread,  

   drawn together by your love,  

  sharing now the cup and the bread.   

 

You’re the hope, you’re the strength,  

       and in all that we do, you’re the one we serve.   

Guide our feed, lift us up,  

  and give us the courage to live.    

We shall eat and not be hungry,  

  we shall drink and never thirst.   

We shall do this in remembrance  

  of the time you shared it first.   

 

We have come O Lord, this day  

  to the table where the feast is spread,  

  drawn together by your love,  

  sharing now the cup and the bread.   

We live, O Lord this day with you.   
Words & Music: Mark Weston © 1997, Belwin Mills Publishing Co. Administered by Warner Brothers, 

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

Due to copyright restrictions, this anthem can’t be recorded.  The text is included so that you can pray and 

meditate on the text.     
 

A reminder that choir practices have resumed and we would love for you to join the music 

ministry and lend your voices to the ministry of bringing words to life.  See you Thursday at 

6:30 PM 

† HYMN OF PREPARATION  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-awake-o-sleeper-rise-from-death


Page 6 of 14 

 

1. Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 

    and Christ shall give you light; 

   so learn his love, its length and breadth, 

    its fullness, depth, and height. 

 

2. To us on earth he came to bring 

   from sin and fear release, 

    to give the Spirit’s unity,  

the very bond of peace. 

 

3. There is one body and one hope, 

   one Spirit and one call,  

   one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, 

    one Father of us all. 

 

4. Then walk in love as Christ has loved, 

    who died that he might save; 

    with kind and gentle hearts forgive 

    as God in Christ forgave. 

 

5. For us Christ lived, for us he died, 

   and conquered in the strife. 

  Awake, arise, go forth in faith, 

   and Christ shall give you life. 
Words: F. Bland Tucker © 1980, Augsburg Fortress ; Music: MARSH CHAPEL, © 1984 Max Miller; Reprinted & recorded with 

permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 
† GOSPEL LESSON:       Matthew 18: 15-20             (Pg. 799) ** 
 

PRESIDER:    For the word of God in Scripture,  
       For the word of God among us,  

       For the word of God within us,   
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=72&y=17134
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ALL:     Thanks be to God!  

 
† GLORIA PATRI  
 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist 
Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 
SERMON:            Rev. Dr. David Palmer  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

† HYMN           

 

Living as the Community of Love 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-theyll-know-we-are-christians-by-our-love


Page 8 of 14 

 

 
CCLI Song # 26997; Words & Music: Peter Scholtes © 1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 The Lorenz Corporation; Music: 
1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 The Lorenz Corporation; For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 

reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21279385 / Streaming # 21279392 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

PRAYER SONG         
 

 

 

 
 

Words & Music: Thomas Porter © 1990 GIA Publications, Reprinted & recorded with permission under 

OneLicense.net # A-711296. 
 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER                         

 

PRAYER SONG        (see above) 

 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC     

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRmYyZWeNbNOAicl3cNMtCxXHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouae3s6wh3hdLs1VePEz2XyY=
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*DOXOLOGY  

 

 
Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; all rights reserved; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

Offertory Prayer:  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you....   

And also with you. 

Lift Up Your hearts..... 

We lift them up to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God..... 

It is right to give our thanks and praise  
 

.....   and all the company of heaven  
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:       
 
    

 
 

 

......  in union with Christ's offering for us, 
  as we proclaim the mystery of faith….. 
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.....   all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

 

 

 
 

Words © 1989 from "A Service of Word and Table; Music © 1989 arranged by Elise Eslinger; permission to reproduce is granted 
under the provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal  and United Methodist Publishing House;  

PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 
 

 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

 

Prayer Following Communion:   

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 

  in which you have given yourself to us. 

Grant that we may go into the world 

  in the strength of your Spirit, 

  to give ourselves for others, 

  in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
 

† HYMN OF DEDICATION  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-love-divine-all-loves-excelling
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Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist 
Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

*Benediction    

Voluntary                   
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Assisting with Worship today:    
Guest Minister                                       Rev. Dr. David Palmer 

Liturgist:                      Karen Manning  

Video and Sound Engineer       John Wilderman   

Cover Art:                       Created by Staff 
Altar Flowers:                             In Loving Memory of Hans Walter from His Family   

 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict accordance 

to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 

Nashville TN 37202 
 

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 

and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 
 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries (umdiscipleship.org) of 

the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  
 

***Worship elements from “UNFOLDING LIGHT”  
 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used with 

permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 

“Feed the Need”  
Putting Our Faith into Motion 

By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul 
 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

R.C.L. Readings for September 13, 2026 

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Exodus 14:19-31 / Psalm 1194 

Romans 14:1-12 / Matthew 18: 21-35 

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=75&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=75&y=17134

