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December 17 2023 

 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 

 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE:  

Due to Copyright restrictions, we are unable to record this morning.   

We apologize for the inconvenience. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP *** 

Gentle Christ, you who have come among us in love,  

you are still coming. 

Open our hearts that we may prepare for you  

with lives of love. 

Spirit of Life, you shone in the darkness, and still you shine. 

Shine in us, that we may proclaim your coming  

in lives of joy and justice. 

Incarnate God, in love and mercy  

  you are continually coming into the world. 

Bless us, that we may participate in your coming  

with deep and life-giving peace. Amen. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal  and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-come-o-come-emmanuel
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*ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING *** 

 

Reader 1: When God’s people were surrounded by hardship,  

    suffering, and grief, Isaiah proclaimed, 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,  

  because the LORD has anointed me;  

  he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,  

  to bind up the brokenhearted,  

  to proclaim liberty to the captives,  

  and release to the prisoners;  

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,  

  and the day of vengeance of our God;  

  to comfort all who mourn;  

  to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

  to give them a garland instead of ashes,  

  the oil of gladness instead of mourning,  

  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit (Isaiah 61:1-3a). 

 

Reader 2: We come today  

  as people who are also surrounded by suffering and grief.  

And yet, the Spirit hovers among us, tending and anointing,   

  inspiring freedom where there is captivity,  

  declaring blessing in places the world has cursed,  

  and igniting fierce joy where mourning and heartache prevail. 
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Congregation:  

We wait as people who experience hardship and pain,  

yet we are called to witness to the persistent joy  

that sustains our life as God’s people. 

 

Reader 1:  

We light these candles  

as signs of our shocking hope, just peace, and fierce joy.  

May our lives shine with the fierce,  

  tenacious joy of the Light  

  who lives in our hearts as we wait and work  

  for the coming of God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 

Amen. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE:  To the tune of WE THREE KINGS 

 

Light the Advent candle two; with the hope of peace on earth; 

The Lord of peace is on the way to comfort and heal us all. 

O candle of peace, burning bright; shining in the cold winter night; 

Peace of Jesus, lead and guide us; fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:         Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11                 (Pg. 603) ** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50
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ANTHEM             Advent Processional            arr. John Ferguson 

 

Savior of the nations come:  

  show the glory of the Son!   

Every people stand in awe:  

  Praise the perfect son of God.   

 

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near!   

Let every hill and valley a level road appear!   

Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story:   

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word!  

 

God the Father is his source,  

  back to God he runs his course;  

  Down to death and hell descends,  

   God’s high throne he re-ascends. 

 

His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heaven above.   

His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love.   

So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding.   

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word! 

 

Words: Savior of the Nations Come, attr. Ambrose 340-397, tr. Martin Seltz 1909-1967 © 1978 Concordia Publishing House 3558 S. Jefferson Ave 

St. Louis, MO 63118 used by permission;  Music: Hymn tune: NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND Public Domain; arr. John Ferguson © 1993 

Augsburg Fortress Publishing  P.O. Box 1209 Minneapolis, MN 55440-1209 used by permission; Words: Prepare the Royal Highway Frans. Mikael 

Franzen, 1772-1847, hymnal version translated © 1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishing; Music: 17
th

 Century Swedish folk tune public domain; arr. by 

John Ferguson © 1983 Augsburg Fortress Publishing Used by permission. Reprinted and recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 

 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  

         CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CRILDREN ARE PRESENT) 
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION    

 

 

 

Words and Music: Kathleen Thomerson © 1970, 1975 Celebration; Under licenses to GIA Publications: Reprinted and 

recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-want-to-walk-as-a-child-of-the-light
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GOSPEL LESSON:                 John 1:6-8, 19-28                 (Pg. 862) ** 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Lesson  

 

For the word of God in Scripture,  

For the word of God among us,  

For the word of God within us,   

Thanks be to God!  

 

 

*GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
Words and Music: Jacques Berthier © 1988, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications INC. American agent;  

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296;  all rights reserved.  

 

SERMON    Ho-Soon Han      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

“Have You Met John?” 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50


Page 9 of 13 

 

*HYMN  

 
 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/garland-f-richard
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

 

PRAYER SONG         

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER:  

Leader:       "The Lord be with you " 

People:       "And also with you..." 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG    (As above)  
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC        Improvisation     Kevin G. Lindsay    
 

 

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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DOXOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION  
 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

*Benediction 

 

VOLUNTARY              Improvisation on Veni Emmanuel             Kevin G. Lindsay 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hail-to-the-lords-anointed
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

Liturgist:                      Gerry McDevitt 

Video and Sound Engineer:      Alex Wilderman  

Altar Flowers:                  From CORNERSTONE VNA, gratitude for hosting Lights of Love Service.  

 

Image on Cover:           Created by Senior staff of FUMC   

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public domain and 

are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to copyright permissions as 

granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com  

Discipleship ministries  https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning 

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information about our church, our ministries, and to contact us can be found  

by following on our website.   

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

First United Methodist Church uses the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.  If you would 

like your own copy of the bible used in worship to further your own spiritual journey; please don’t 

hesitate to contact the church office.     

 

Readings for December 24, 2023 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year “B” 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 / Luke 1:46-55 

Romans 16:25-27 / Luke 1:26-38 

 

Readings for Christmas Eve/Nativity of the Lord 

Isaiah 9:2-7 / Psalm 96  

Titus 2: 11-14 / Luke 2:1-20 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=51
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=51
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=52
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=52

