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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

34 South Main Street 

Rochester, NH 03867 

(603) 948-1225 or (603) 948-1179  

Email at Office@firstumcrochester.org  

 

March 10, 2024 
 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 

(*) The congregation is invited to stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE) Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE:   Improvisation         Kevin G. Lindsay 

    

*CALL TO WORSHIP *** 

Creator God,  

in the beginning you said,  

  “Let there be light.” 

We come into the light of your glory. 

Loving Christ,  

your judgment is the light of mercy and grace. 

We come into the light of your love. 

Holy Spirit,  

by your grace in us we are light for the world. 

We come into the light of your presence. 

Fill us, that we may always live in your light. Amen. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-immortal-invisible-god-only-wise
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION *** 

 

Eternal God,  

  we confess that we do not love you perfectly,  

  nor do we love our neighbors as ourselves.  

We confess that our sin is hidden from us,  

  and that only by your grace do we see truly.  

Forgive our sin, heal our hearts,  

  and bring us into the light of your Spirit,  

  that by your grace  

  we may see ourselves clearly and live honestly,  

   so that we may be light for the world  

    in the name of Christ.  Amen 

 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE *** 

God, rich in mercy,  

  out of the great love with which God loves us, 

  even when we were dead in our sin,  

    made us alive together with Christ. 

By grace we have been forgiven! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:          Numbers 21:4-9                   (Pg. 122) ** 

 

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=74
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ANTHEM   RENEW ME, O ETERNAL LIGHT   David Ashley White  

 

Guest flautist: Michelle Pyrich 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  

         CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CHILDREN ARE PRESENT) 

 

Renew me, O eternal Light,  

 and let my heart and soul be bright,  

 illumined with the light of grace  

 that issues from your holy face.  

 

Remove the power of sin from me  

 and cleanse all my impurity,  

 that I may have the strength and will,  

temptations of the flesh to still.  

 

Create in me a new heart, Lord,  

 that gladly I obey your Word.   

Let what you will be my desire  

and with new life my soul inspire.   

 

Grant that I only you may love  

 and seek those things which are above,  

 till I behold you face to face,  

 O Light eternal, through your grace.   

 

Words: Joseph F. Ruopp (1672-1708) Public Domain; Music by David 

Ashley White, (Based on a German Chorale, 1734) © 2012 St. James 

Music Press 4580 State Street, Saginaw, MI 48603; reprinted under our 

license #234;  used by permission. 

 



Page 6 of 12 

 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION    

 

 
Words and Music: Bernadette Farrell, © 1993 Oregon Catholic Press 5536 NE Hassalo St. Portland OR 97213; 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:                  John 3:14-21                        (Pg. 864) ** 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Lesson  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=74
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For the word of God in Scripture,  

For the word of God among us,  

For the word of God within us,   

Thanks be to God!  

 

*GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

SERMON     

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

“PEOPLE OF THE NEW COVENANT” 

Open Ended Relationship  
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*HYMN 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-amazing-grace-part-i
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PRAYER SONG  

 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER:  

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG    (As above)  

 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Thank You for your ongoing support of the ministries of FUMC.   

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC        Improvisation         Kevin G. Lindsay 

 

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate


Page 10 of 12 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

 

Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 

Words: George William Kitchin & Michael Robert Newbolt ©1974 Hope Publishing Co.; Music: Sydney Hugo Nicholson, © 

1974 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL 60188; Reprinted and recorded with permission under 

OneLicense.net # A-711296;  all rights reserved.  

 

*BENEDICTION  

 

VOLUNTARY       Prelude and Fugue in C                          Johann S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Music is in the Public Domain.    

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-lift-high-the-cross
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

Liturgist:                      Susan Raab 

Video and Sound Engineer:      Sam Tweedy   

Altar Flowers:       

Image on Cover:           Coventry Cathedral - John Piper's baptistery window, from Art in the 

Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54907 [retrieved March 4, 2024]. 

Original source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/dgeezer/2426416488/. 

Background on cover image is found HERE 

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public 

domain and are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO 

BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

 

Readings for March 17, 2024 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 / Psalm 51:1-12 

Hebrews 5:5-10 / John 12:20-33 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54907
https://thevcs.org/let-there-be-light#light-above-water
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=75
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=75

