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November 23, 2025 

Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost 

 

(†) The congregation is invited to stand as your able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

PRELUDE     Give Thanks              Arr. for Handbells by John F. Wilson 

Original Music: Henry Smith © 1978 Integrity Music 1646 Westgate Circle, Ste. 106 Brentwood, TN 37027; 

Arranged for Handbells by John F. Wilson © 1995 and published by AGAPE Publishing 380 Main Place, Carol 

Stream IL. 60188 Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 
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*CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

 

If you come into this place 

  with the hope of growing deeper, 

  with the hope of connecting, 

  with the hope of glimpsing God, 

  and if all of those things take place, 

  and your spirit is moved, 

  and then the service comes to an end, 

  and it’s time for you to leave, 

  and you ask yourself, 

   “Where do we go from here?” 

 

Then Christ would say to you, 

  “Go out into the world 

  to love and to share and to learn, 

   but come back soon, 

  because this is the beginning. 

This is only the beginning. 

 

So come on in. 

Fill your cup here. 

Be present here. 

God is here. 

Let us worship Holy God. 
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† HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-come-ye-thankful-people-come
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† PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, 

We are naturals when it comes to stalling out. 

We reach a certain point in the relationship, in the 

conversation, 

in our faith, and then we stall. 

We buy property on the top of the plateau and build a house 

there, 

destined to never dig deeper or climb higher. 

Forgive us for giving up on the things that matter. 

Forgive us for confusing the plateau with the mountain top. 

Forgive us for taking the easy way out 

instead of doing the hard work of curiosity, relationship-

building, 

vulnerability, and connection. 

Inspire us to see new paths for where we can go from here. 

With hope and honesty we pray, 

Amen. 

 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

No matter what we have done or left undone this week, 

today is a fresh start. 

God is with us on the mountain top, and God is with us on the plateau. 

We are loved, claimed, and forgiven.  

Thanks be to God!  

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Old Testament Lesson:            Ruth 1:1-22                  (Pg. 210) ** 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%201%3A1-22&version=NRSVUE
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Anthem:                  

Concertato on “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” (St. Columba)                     

Henry Baker/ Arr. by John Ferguson  

 

The King of love my shepherd is, 

whose goodness faileth never. 

I nothing lack if I am his, 

and he is mine forever. 

 

Where streams of living water flow, 

my ransomed soul he leadeth; 

and where the verdant pastures grow, 

with food celestial feedeth. 

 

Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed, 

but yet in love he sought me; 

and on his shoulder gently laid, 

and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill, 

with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 

thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

thy cross before to guide me. 

 

Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

thy unction grace bestoweth; 

and oh, what transport of delight 

from thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

And so through all the length of days, 

thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 

within thy house forever. 

Words: Henry Baker public domain; Music ST COLUMBA Public Domain, arranged by John Ferguson: © 1989 GIAN Publications INC. 

7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago IL 60638; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

https://wp.stolaf.edu/music/2025/01/johnferguson/
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† HYMN OF PREPARATION 

 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

† GOSPEL LESSON:            Luke 23: 33-43             (Pg. 859) ** 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-blessed-assurance
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=384&z=p&d=86


Page 7 of 12 

 

PRESIDER:    For the word of God in Scripture,  

       For the word of God among us,  

       For the word of God within us,   

ALL:     Thanks be to God!  

 

† GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

SERMON:            Ho-Soon Han  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

“I’ve Been Meaning to Ask… 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?” 
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† HYMN 

 

Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1979 Hope Publishing Co. Music, Cyril Taylor ©1942 Hope Publishing 380 Main Place, Carol 

Stream, IL 60188 All Rights reserved. Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-god-is-here


Page 9 of 12 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

PRAYER SONG     

 

 

 

Words: Luke 23:42: Taize Community © 1981; Music: Jacques Berthier © 1981 Administered by GIA Publications Inc.; 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG         (See Above) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!   

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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† DOXOLOGY 
 

 

 

Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist Publishing House; Music in the 

public domain; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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† HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 504    The Old Rugged Cross 

 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

*Benediction    

 

Voluntary                   
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Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                      Sue Raab   

Video and Sound Engineer       Brogan Meehan       

Visuals:  Gail Burns and Lorie Tweedy;   

    The Cornucopia is given in Loving Memory of  Fred & Hazel Leughmyer  

        by Gary & Elaine Leughmyer 

Cover Art:  Created by FUMC Staff 

 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict 

accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing 

House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-

711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries 

(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnaas-Holmes at unfoldinglight.com  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First United Methodist Church  

 

“Feed the Need”  
Putting Our Faith into Motion 

By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul 
 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

Readings for November 30, 2025 

The First Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 2:1-5 / Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 / Matthew 24:36-44 

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=a&d=1&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=a&d=1&y=17134

