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December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent

(1) The congregation is invited to stand as your able
(BOLD-FACED TYPE) Congregation responds

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Bell-Peal on “How Great Qur Joy” Arr. Linda R. Lamb

Music: Traditional German Carol, PUBLIC DOMAIN; Arr. by Linda R. Lamb © 2009 Alfred Publishing Co. 285 Century
Place, Suite 100 Louisville, CO 80027; recorded under OnelLicense.net License #A-711296 All rights reserved.

1 CALL TO WORSHIP

As we have ventured “beyond the lullaby” to unpack the circumstances
surrounding the birth of Jesus, we have encountered a continuing human
saga-one in which lullaby is met with lament for all that is not right with
this world. But as we prepare for the celebration of the birth soon upon
us, we are reminded that what also endures in the human story is the
presence of hope beyond hopelessness, peace beyond understanding, and
joy beyond despair. This is all made possible through the steadfast love of
God-with-us.

T SUNG RESPONSE
What Child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
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INVITATION TO CANDLE LIGHTING (CANDLE OF LOVE)

We light this candle of Love for those who need it most.
For all who feel they are on the outskirts of love.
For all who know the loss of a love.
For all who are rejected because of who they are.
Our question for today at the scene of the nativity is this:
“How will we make sacrificial love our aim in our time?”
What child IS this?
This, this, is the babe
who was swaddled in love
and wraps us all in love forever.

SUNG RESPONSE
This, this is Christ, the King,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

the Babe, the Son of Mary.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Here, at the nativity of your birth,

give us the courage to face this moment

with a steadfast love that casts out fear.
Open us to new understandings of

the unfolding story of your presence among us.
Show us how to be with and for one another

in ways that add to the flourishing of all creation.
We pray in the name of the Child,

the Love Enthroned in our hearts and lives.
Amen.
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T HYMN OF PRAISE

220  Angels from the Realms of Glory
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WORDS: James Montgomery, 1816 (Lk. 2:8-20; Mt. 2:1-12; Mal. 3:1)

MUSIC: Henry T. Smart, 1867

REGENT SQUARE
87.87.87

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United
Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-angels-from-the-realms-of-glory-1

“‘Not Another Christmas Pageant”

Once in Royal David’s City 250
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WORDS: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1848 (Lk. 2:7) IRBY
MUSIC: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1849 87.87.77

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United
Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202

During the Pageant, the congregation will be directed to sing the verses of this Carol

at various key moments of the narrative.
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD

+ HYMN

Savior of the Nations, Come
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and  fresh.
Ea - ger now his race to run!
Back to reign at God’s right hand.
Let our faith shine ev - er new.

Text: Veni Redemptor gentium;, ascr. to St. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German tr. by Martin Luther, 1483—-1546; English tr. sts. 1-3, 5 by
William M. Reynolds, 1812—1876, alt.; st. 4 by Martin L. Seltz, 1909-1967, alt., © 2006, Augsburg Fortress
Tune: NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND, 77 77; Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, Wittenberg, 1524

Words: From Latin Plainchant VENI REDEMPTOR GENTIUM, verse 1 & 2 tr. into German by Martin Luther 1523, & into

English by William Reynolds 1851; Public Domain. Verse 3-5 tr. by Martin Stetz © 1969 Concordia Music Publishing

LLC 10 Lea Avenue, Suite 300 Nashville, TN 37210; Music: NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND, 1524, harmonized by
J.S. Bach PUBLIC DOMAIN; Reprinted and recorded under Onelicense.net # A-711296 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
PRAYER SONG
Awaken Us. God

Responsorial Verses (invocation, scripture affirmation, prayer response, offerfory, etc.)

Advent: Love
Steve (Garnaas-Holmes "Away in a Manger"
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light from a - bove, shine bright withthe light of Em -man-u-el's love

Words copynght © 1995 Steve Gamaas Holmes. Published by The General Board of Disicpleship of The
United Methodist Church, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203, Website www.umcworship.org . This
nmsic may be reproduced and used in congregational worship with the inclusion of the complete copyright
cifation on each copy. It may not be used for profit, sold, republished. or placed on a website.

SILENT PRAYER

This Christmas, | wish for you light to crumble the darkness.
This Christmas, | wish for you love
to draw us closer to one another.
This Christmas, | wish for you peace,
the same peace the angels sang.
This Christmas, | wish for you starlight
to guide you on your way home.
This Christmas, | wish for you promise
to keep hope alive within you.
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This Christmas, | wish for you God,
newly born and dwelling among us.
This Christmas, | wish for you Jesus Christ,
born this night, the Light of the world.
Loving God,
help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and the worship of the wise ones.
Close the door of hate and open the door of love
throughout the world.
Let kindness come with every gift,
and good will with every greeting.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (UMH p. 895)

PRAYER SONG (See Above)

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM A Christmas Blessing Philip Stopford

May the joy of the angels

The gladness of the shepherds

The worship of the wise men

And the peace of the Christ Child be yours
Be yours this Christmas

May the joy of the angels

The gladness of the cherubs

The worship of the wise men

And the peace of the Christ Child be yours
Be yours this Christmas

May Christ, who by his incarnation
Gathered into one all things earthly
All things heavenly

And fill you with joy

Fill you with joy and peace

And the blessing of God

The Father and the Son

And the Holy Spirit

Be with you and remain with you always.

Amen.
Words: Book of Common Prayer, the Church of Ireland, Public Domain: Music: Philip Stopford © 2009 Ecclesium Publishing
administered in the US by Hal Leonard Corp. PO Box 13819 Milwaukee, WI 53213, Reprinted and recorded under Onelicense.net
License #A-711296 All rights reserved.
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1 DOXOLOGY

Doxology

For Advent
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man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el
Words: Thomas Ken, 1674 VENI EMMANUEL
Music: 15th Century French LM with Refrain

Text and tune adapted by Dean Mclntyre, The United Mcthodist General Board of Discipleship, PO Box 340003,
Nashville TN 37203-0003. Tclephone 613-340-7073. Website http://www.umcworship.org. Email address:
music@gbod.org. Text and tune are public domain.

Offertory Prayer:

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE
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 HYMN OF DEDICATION

Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne 2100
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come to my heart, Lord Je - sus, there is room in my heart for thee.
come to my heart, Lord Je - sus, there is room in my heart for thee.
come to my heart, Lord Je - sus, there is room in my heart for thee.
come to my heart, Lord Je - sus, there is room in my heart for thee.
heart shall re-joice, Lord Je - sus, when thou com - est and callest for me.
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Congregation: Unison or parts

WORDS: Timothy R. Matthews (Phil. 2:5-11) MARGARET
MUSIC:  Emily E. S. Elliott Irregular

Words: Timothy Dudley Smith © 1980 Hope Publishing Company Carol Stream IL 60188; & Music.: WOODLANDS by Walter Greatorex
PUBLIC DOMAIN; Reprinted and recorded under Onelicense.net # A-711296 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED Words and music: public
domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and

United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202

*Benediction

Voluntary
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Assisting with Worship today:

Liturgist: Jenn Elliot
Video and Sound Engineer Samuel Tweedy

Visuals: Worship Team
Cover Art: From Worship Design Studio; Used with permission.

A Special THANK YOU to Kaitlin Ciccarello for Directing and coordinating the pageant this morning.
Kaitlin extends her appreciation to the cast and crew (Students and Shepherds) from FUTURE GEN
for their hard work as they lead this part of our worship service.

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict
accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing
House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-
711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries
(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212

***Worship elements by Marcia McFee at worship design studio.com
** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.
Used with permission. All Rights Reserved

Looking Ahead

9
(D )
Readings for December 24, 2025
Christmas Eve Candle-light Service
Isaiah 9:2- / Psalm 96
Titus 2: 11-14 / Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
J
\_/

First United Methodist Church

“Feed the Need”
Putting Our Faith into Motion
By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook
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