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December 21, 2025 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

(†) The congregation is invited to stand as your able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE     Bell-Peal on “How Great Our Joy”   Arr. Linda R. Lamb 

Music: Traditional German Carol, PUBLIC DOMAIN; Arr. by Linda R. Lamb © 2009 Alfred Publishing Co. 285 Century 

Place, Suite 100 Louisville, CO 80027; recorded under OneLicense.net License #A-711296 All rights reserved. 

 

 

† CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

As we have ventured “beyond the lullaby” to unpack the circumstances 

surrounding the birth of Jesus, we have encountered a continuing human 

saga–one in which lullaby is met with lament for all that is not right with 

this world. But as we prepare for the celebration of the birth soon upon 

us, we are reminded that what also endures in the human story is the 

presence of hope beyond hopelessness, peace beyond understanding, and 

joy beyond despair. This is all made possible through the steadfast love of 

God-with-us. 

 

† SUNG RESPONSE 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 
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INVITATION TO CANDLE LIGHTING (CANDLE OF LOVE) 

 

We light this candle of Love for those who need it most.  

For all who feel they are on the outskirts of love. 

For all who know the loss of a love. 

For all who are rejected because of who they are. 

Our question for today at the scene of the nativity is this: 

   “How will we make sacrificial love our aim in our time?” 

What child IS this?  

This, this, is the babe  

who was swaddled in love  

and wraps us all in love forever. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE 

This, this is Christ, the King, 

  whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

  the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION  

Here, at the nativity of your birth, 

give us the courage to face this moment 

  with a steadfast love that casts out fear. 

Open us to new understandings of  

  the unfolding story of your presence among us.  

Show us how to be with and for one another 

  in ways that add to the flourishing of all creation. 

We pray in the name of the Child, 

  the Love Enthroned in our hearts and lives. 

Amen. 
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† HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-angels-from-the-realms-of-glory-1
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“Not Another Christmas Pageant” 

 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

During the Pageant, the congregation will be directed to sing the verses of this Carol 

at various key moments of the narrative. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-once-in-royal-davids-city-serves-as-processional-hymn
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-once-in-royal-davids-city-serves-as-processional-hymn
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

† HYMN 

 

 

 

Words: From Latin Plainchant VENI REDEMPTOR GENTIUM, verse 1 & 2 tr. into German by Martin Luther 1523, & into 

English by William Reynolds 1851; Public Domain.  Verse 3-5 tr. by Martin Stetz © 1969 Concordia Music Publishing 

LLC  10 Lea Avenue, Suite 300 Nashville, TN 37210; Music: NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND, 1524, harmonized by 

J.S. Bach PUBLIC DOMAIN; Reprinted and recorded under OneLicense.net # A-711296 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

 

 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-savior-of-the-nations-come-1
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

PRAYER SONG     

 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

This Christmas, I wish for you light to crumble the darkness. 

This Christmas, I wish for you love  

  to draw us closer to one another. 

This Christmas, I wish for you peace,  

  the same peace the angels sang. 

This Christmas, I wish for you starlight  

  to guide you on your way home. 

This Christmas, I wish for you promise  

  to keep hope alive within you. 
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This Christmas, I wish for you God,  

   newly born and dwelling among us. 

This Christmas, I wish for you Jesus Christ,  

born this night, the Light of the world. 

Loving God, 

  help us remember the birth of Jesus, 

  that we may share in the song of the angels, 

  the gladness of the shepherds, 

  and the worship of the wise ones. 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love    

  throughout the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift, 

  and good will with every greeting. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

 

PRAYER SONG         (See Above) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!   

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM     A Christmas Blessing    Philip Stopford 

 

May the joy of the angels 

The gladness of the shepherds 

The worship of the wise men 

And the peace of the Christ Child be yours 

Be yours this Christmas 

 

May the joy of the angels 

The gladness of the cherubs 

The worship of the wise men 

And the peace of the Christ Child be yours 

Be yours this Christmas 

 

May Christ, who by his incarnation 

Gathered into one all things earthly 

All things heavenly 

And fill you with joy 

Fill you with joy and peace 

 

And the blessing of God 

The Father and the Son 

And the Holy Spirit 

Be with you and remain with you always.  

Amen.  

Words: Book of Common Prayer, the Church of Ireland, Public Domain: Music: Philip Stopford © 2009 Ecclesium Publishing 

administered in the US by Hal Leonard Corp. PO Box 13819 Milwaukee, WI 53213; Reprinted and recorded under OneLicense.net 

License #A-711296 All rights reserved. 
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† DOXOLOGY 
 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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† HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 
Words: Timothy Dudley Smith © 1980 Hope Publishing Company Carol Stream IL 60188; & Music: WOODLANDS by Walter Greatorex 

PUBLIC DOMAIN; Reprinted and recorded under OneLicense.net # A-711296 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED Words and music: public 

domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and 

United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

*Benediction    

 

Voluntary                   

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-thou-didst-leave-thy-throne
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Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                      Jenn Elliot  

Video and Sound Engineer       Samuel Tweedy       

Visuals:  Worship Team 

Cover Art:  From Worship Design Studio; Used with permission.   

 

A Special THANK YOU to Kaitlin Ciccarello for Directing and coordinating the pageant this morning.  

Kaitlin extends her appreciation to the cast and crew (Students and Shepherds) from FUTURE GEN 

for their hard work as they lead this part of our worship service.   

 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict 

accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing 

House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-

711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries 

(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements by Marcia McFee at worship design studio.com   

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 

“Feed the Need”  
Putting Our Faith into Motion 

By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul 
 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

Readings for December 24, 2025 

Christmas Eve Candle-light Service 

Isaiah 9:2- / Psalm 96 

Titus 2: 11-14 / Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)  

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=c&d=5&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=c&d=5&y=17134

