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October 8, 2023 
 

 

 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE:         Prayer of Julian of Norwich           Carson Cooman  

 

God of your goodness, give yourself to me,  

for you are enough for me.  

Only in You do I have everything.    

Only in You do I have everything.  

Amen.    

 

Words:  Julian of Norwich (1343-1416) Public Domain; Music:  Carson Cooman © 2003 St. James Music Press 4580 

State St. #181, Saginaw, MI 48603; Reprinted and recorded under Subscriber # 234 All Rights Reserved.   

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP *** 

It is you, God, who have created us  

and set us free from all that oppresses. 

We sing your praise! 

It is you, gentle Christ,  

who have transformed our lives with God’s love. 

We declare our thanks! 

It is you, Holy Spirit,  

who give us a new way to live. 

We give to you our whole being. 

May we worship you in all we do! 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 

Words: Michael Saward © 1982 Jubilate Hymns Admin by  Hope Publishing Co.380 Main Place Carol Stream IL 60188; 

Music: Trad. Gaelic Melody BUNESSAN; Public Domain Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # 

A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God, we confess we have tried to make this world our own. 

We have lived under the command of our own will. 

Without realizing,  

  we have submitted to the rule of our fears and desires. 

Forgive our willfulness 

  and return us to the guidance of your grace, 

  the law of your love, 

   Christ’s one commandment, 

  that we love as we have been loved. 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-baptized-in-water
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

While we wandered in fear,  

  God was with us, offering us hope and courage.  

God is with you this day,  

  this very minute, lifting you from emptiness to fullness,  

  brokenness to wholeness.  

This is the good news!  

God is always with you.  

Thanks be to God!  *** 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:    Philippians 3:4b-14          (Pg. 955) ** 

 

ANTHEM                           Lord of the Dance                      John Ferguson  

I danced in the morning when the world was young 

I danced in the moon, and the stars, and the sun 

I came down from Heaven and I danced on the Earth 

At Bethlehem I had my birth 

 

REFRAIN 

Dance, then, wherever you may be 

I am the lord of the dance said he 

And I lead you all wherever you may be 

And I lead you all in the dance said he 

 

I danced for the Pharoah and the pharisees 

They wouldn't dance, they wouldn't follow me 

I danced for the fishermen James and John 

They came with me so the dance went on 

REFRAIN 

 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame 

The holy people said it was a shame 

They ripped me and they stripped me and they hung me high 

Left me there on the cross to die 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=162
https://genius.com/16080775/The-dubliners-lord-of-the-dance/The-holy-people-said-it-was-a-shame
https://genius.com/22751042/The-dubliners-lord-of-the-dance/They-ripped-me-and-they-stripped-me-and-they-hung-me-high-left-me-there-on-the-cross-to-die
https://genius.com/22751042/The-dubliners-lord-of-the-dance/They-ripped-me-and-they-stripped-me-and-they-hung-me-high-left-me-there-on-the-cross-to-die
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REFRAIN 

 

I danced on a Friday when the world turned black 

It's hard to dance with the devil on your back 

They buried my body; they thought I was gone 

But I am the dance, and the dance goes on 

REFRAIN 

 

They cut me down And I leapt up high 

I am the life That'll never, never die 

I'll live in you If you'll live in me 

I am the Lord Of the Dance, said he 

 

Words: Sydney Carter © 1963 Stainer & Bell, London UK; Music John Ferguson © 1990 ECS Publishing 1727 Larkin 

Williams Road Fenton MO 63026 and administered by Hope Publishing Carol Stream IL;   Reprinted and recorded with 

permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM     DECLAN ROLAND MEEHAN 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Pastor: The sacrament of baptism symbolizes the love  

by which God reaches out to us even when we are very young. 

We are here today to declare that God loves Declan  

and to offer ourselves as the instruments of that love in his life. 

  

Parents: Because of God’s love shown to us in Jesus Christ  

  and the life of celebration this love brings,  

  we want to have Declan baptized  

into the life and faith of this community.  

We ask God’s guidance in helping Declan  

  to grow to respect himself and others.  

We bring Declan here today with joy,  

  accepting the trust that has blessed us with his life.  

 

https://genius.com/16080765/The-dubliners-lord-of-the-dance/I-danced-on-a-friday-when-the-world-turned-black-its-hard-to-dance-with-the-devil-on-your-back
https://genius.com/16080765/The-dubliners-lord-of-the-dance/I-danced-on-a-friday-when-the-world-turned-black-its-hard-to-dance-with-the-devil-on-your-back
https://genius.com/16080751/The-dubliners-lord-of-the-dance/They-cut-me-down-and-i-leapt-up-high-i-am-the-life-thatll-never-never-die
https://genius.com/16080751/The-dubliners-lord-of-the-dance/They-cut-me-down-and-i-leapt-up-high-i-am-the-life-thatll-never-never-die
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Lay Leaders: On behalf of the congregation,  

  we say to you, Patrick and Jordan,  

  that Declan has with us here  

  a community that is filled with love for him,  

  our homes are his homes,  

  and our resources are his resources.  

Our faith will be taught to him.  

We pray that we might fulfill our vows to you and to God.  

 

Children: We are grateful  

  for Declan’s coming into our church family,  

  and we want to share the love and faith with him. 

 

Congregation: We, as a community,  

  promise to care for Declan by our actions and style of life.  

We will teach him the joys of God’s world.  

We will love him.  

We are by this affirmation inseparably bound with him.  

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us affirm our faith together.  

Do you, as Christ’s body, the church,  

reaffirm both your rejection of sin  

and your commitment to Christ? 

 

We do. 

Do you believe in God the Father?  

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth.  

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  



Page 7 of 16 

 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

  he ascended into heaven,  

  is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

  and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  

 

THANKSGIVING OVER WATER 

Let us pray. God, our Creator,  

  we thank you for your faithfulness promised in this sacrament,  

and for the hope we have in Jesus Christ.  

As we baptize Declan with water,  

  baptize us with the Holy Spirit,  

  so that what we say may be your word,  

  and what we do may be your work.  

By your power,  

  may we be made one with Jesus Christ  

in common faith and purpose. Amen.  
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Pour out your Holy Spirit,  

  to bless this gift of water and Declan who receives it,  

  to wash away his sin  

  and clothe him in righteousness throughout his life,  

  that, dying and being raised with Christ,  

  he may share in his final victory.  

 

All praise to you, Eternal Father,  

through your Son Jesus Christ,  

who with you and the Holy Spirit  

lives and reigns forever.  Amen.  

 

BAPTISM 

Declan Roland Meehan,  

  I baptize you in the name of the Father,  

  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, giver of life,  

you have called us by name  

and pledged to each of us your faithful love.  

We pray for your child Declan.  

Watch over him.  

Guide him as he grows in faith.  

Give him understanding,  

  and a quick concern for neighbors.  

Help him to be a true disciple of Jesus Christ,  

  who was baptized as your child and servant  

  and who is our risen Lord.  
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God of Grace, we pray for Declan’s parents,  

  Patrick and Jordan.  

Help them to know you deeply,  

  to love with your love,  

  to teach your truth,  

 and to tell the story of Jesus to Declan,  

  also to Gavin and Brogan,  

  so that as a family they may hear your word  

  and know of your presence. Amen. 

WELCOME 

Declan is now received into the love and care of FUMC.  

See what love God has given us  

  that we should be called children of God, and we are! 

 

BLESSING 

Gracious God, giver of life, you have called us by name  

  and pledged to each of us your faithful love.  

We pray today for your blessing on Declan,  

  that you will watch over him  

  and guide him as he grows in faith.  

Remind us of the promises of our own baptism  

  and renew our trust in you.  

Make us strong to obey your will  

and to serve you with joy,     

  through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  

          CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CRILDREN ARE PRESENT) 
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION    

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:       Matthew 21: 33-46                 (Pg. 803) ** 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Lesson  

For the word of God in Scripture,  

For the word of God among us,  

For the word of God within us,   

Thanks be to God!  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-my-hope-is-built
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=162
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*GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

SERMON    Ho-Soon Han      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

“Strange Math” 
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*HYMN  

 

 

 

Words: John Bell © 1989 Iona Community, GIA Publications Inc. Agent; Music: Traditional Scottish Melody arranged by 

John Bell © 1989 public domain; Administered by GIA Publications Inc.; Reprinted and recorded with permission under 

OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-bring-forth-the-kingdom
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PRAYER SONG         

 

Words and Music: John Thompson and Randy Scruggs © 1982 Whole Armor/Full Armor Music; Administered by GIA 

Publications Inc.; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296;  all rights reserved.  

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER:  

Leader:       "The Lord be with you " 

People:       "And also with you..." 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

 

PRAYER SONG    (As above)  
 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

Honoring our volunteers.  

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC        Improvisation     Kevin G. Lindsay    

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/PrayerChain
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRmYyZWeNbNOAicl3cNMtCxXHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouae3s6wh3hdLs1VePEz2XyY=
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DOXOLOGY 

 

Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 

 

 

Words and Music Dan Schutte © 1981 OCP Publications 5536 NE Hassalo St. Portland OR 97213 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

*Benediction    

 

VOLUNTARY                           FANFARE           Improvisation by Kevin G. Lindsay               

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-here-i-am-lord
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

 

Liturgist:                      John Wilderman 

Video and Sound Engineer:      Alex Wilderman  

Altar Flowers:       
 

Image on Cover:           Valente, Liz. Fill Me, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 

Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-

imagelink.pl?RC=59323 [retrieved October 3, 2023]. Original source: Liz Valente, 

https://www.instagram.com/donalizvalente/. 

Background on Cover art:  Follow THIS hyperlink for more information on the cover art.   

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public 

domain and are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO 

BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

First United Methodist Church uses the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.  If you would 

like your own copy of the bible used in worship to further your own spiritual journey; please don’t 

hesitate to contact the church office.     

Readings for October 15, 2023 

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost  

Exodus 32:1-14 / Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23 

Philippians 4:1-9 / Matthew 22:1-14 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59323
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59323
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20231003238736477&code=ACT&RC=59323&Row=15
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20231003238736477&code=ACT&RC=59323&Row=15
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=163
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=163

