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December 24 2023 
 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL & CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
 

 

 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

Procession of Christ Candle     Katie Pyrich  

  

Prelude     In the Bleak Midwinter     

Arr. For Handbells by Mark Schweizer  
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst Public Domain, arr. for Handbells Mark Schweizer © 2010 St. James Music Press 4580 

State St. Saginaw MI 48603; Recorded under our license # 234 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
  

We are here…   

because we have heard a promise of peace,   

  and we have faith its day will come.  

We have heard a rumor of justice,  

  and we have faith its day will come.  

We have heard a whisper of hope,  

  and we have faith its day will come.  

We have heard a hint of love, and we have faith its day will come.  

We have heard of the birth of the Christ-child,   

  and we have faith his day is here.  

Welcome to worship.   

Welcome to Christmas.  
 

*Opening Carol No. 234       

O Come, All Ye Faithful                          Adeste Fidelis    

Verses 1, 3, 5, 6, and refrain: ALL, Verse 2 – Females, Verse 4 – Males  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-come-all-ye-faithful-1
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Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 
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*LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE ***     

  Gary Leughmyer & Family   

Reader 1:  

Isaiah 9:2, 6  

Reader 2:  

Tonight, we come seeking hope, peace, joy, and love,   

   and we find these things in a child.  

God made flesh as a baby in a manger.  

A baby who is both the beginning and the end of our salvation,  

  who dwells with us even now, our Emmanuel, God with us.  

Congregation:  

We live as people in the in-between  

who celebrate the arrival of the Light  

that shines in lost and broken places  

as we wait for the day when we will live  

in the fullness of God’s kingdom.  

Reader 1:  

We light these candles as signs of our shocking hope,  

our just peace, our fierce joy, the love that transforms us,  

  and Jesus Christ, our wondrous Light.  

May the Light burning in our hearts  

  guide us, comfort us, protect us,  

  and tend us in all seasons and circumstances,  

  reminding us that day and night,  

   in the light and in the darkness,  

  God is with us.  

Our salvation has come! Amen.  

 

The Congregation may be seated 
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CHORAL RESPONSE       

            

The Advent Candle*                      Charles Bennet/Bob Chilcott 

Tonight we are lighting a candle;  

a candle to burn until  

You come to bring light to darkness  

and warm us with goodwill  

Tonight in the sky there's a star  

we've never seen before  

A star to lighten our darkness  

and bring us to your door  

Tonight there's a window inside us;  

a window you'll open wide  

 We are lighting a candle to guide us;  

soon we'll be by your side  
*Words: Charles Bennet © 2012 Oxford University Press Great Clarendon St. Music Department, Oxford UK OX2 6DP 

UK; All rights reserved; Music: Bob Chilcott, © 2012 OUP UK; All rights reserved;   

 Reprinted and recorded under OneLicense.net # A-711296.    

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

(Please Remain Seated)  
  

Lesson:         The Angel Visits Mary          Luke 1:26-38 (Pg.831)  

 

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS    
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CAROL              

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

Lesson  The Birth in Bethlehem     Luke 2:1-7 (Pg.832)                    

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-it-came-upon-a-midnight-clear
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CAROL             

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

Lesson   The Angels & The Shepherds      Luke 2:8-20 (Pg.833)   

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-little-town-of-bethlehem
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CAROL       

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

Lesson         The Gifts of the Magi         Matthew 2:1-11 (Pg.783)        

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hark-the-herald-angels-sing
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CHOIR CAROL  In the Bleak Midwinter          Arr. by Harold Darke    

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

  Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

  Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

  In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; 

  Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

  The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim,  

  worship night and day, 

  A breast full of milk, and a manger full of hay; 

  Enough for Him, whom angels fall before, 

  The ox and ass and camel which adore. 

 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

  If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 

  Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 

Words: Christina Rosetti 1873, Public Domain; Music Harold Darke © 1911 Stainer & Bell LTD, London, © 2013 St. 

James Music Press 4580 State Street Saginaw MI 48603; Printed and recorded under our license #234 

 

 

Puppet Play   “Tess, the Tender-Hearted Camel”   **** 
Play and recording © 2022 Mark Burrows. Used with permission.  

 Live-streaming permission is granted for those who have purchased with product.  

 

 

Lesson:   The Word Made Flesh      John1:1-5,14; 3:16-17   

 

Reflection          Pastor Ho-Soon Han  

 

*Carol       O Holy Night        P. Cappeau / Adlophe Adam  
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Verse 1  

O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining  

 It is the night of our dear Savior's birth  

Long lay the world in sin and error pining  

 'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth  

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices  

 For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn  

Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices!  

O night divine, O night when Christ was born  

O night, O Holy night, O night divine!  
  

Verse 2  

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming  

With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand  

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming  

Here come the Wise Men from Orient land  

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger  

In all our trials born to be our friend  

He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger  

Behold your King; before Him lowly bend  

Behold your King; before Him lowly bend  

  

Verse 3  

Truly He taught us to love one another;  

His law is love and His Gospel is Peace  

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother  

And in His name, all oppression shall cease  

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we  

Let all within us Praise His Holy name  

Christ is the Lord; O praise His name forever!  

His power and glory evermore proclaim  

His power and glory evermore proclaim  
  

Words: (1843) Placide Cappeau, Public Domain; Music:  (1843) Adolphe Adam, Arr. J. S. Dwight, Public Domain.     
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

This Christmas I wish for you  

light to crumple up the darkness.  

This Christmas I wish for you  

love to pull us closer to one another.    

This Christmas I wish for you  

peace the same the angels sang.   

This Christmas I wish for you  

starlight to follow on your way home.  

This Christmas I wish for you  

the promise to keep hope alive for you.  

This Christmas I wish for you Jesus Christ,  

the light of the world.  

Loving God, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus,  

we join the angels' song,  

witness the wonder of the shepherds,  

and worship with the wise men.  

May the spirit of love spread across the globe,  

replacing hate, anger, and fear  

with kindness and compassion.  

May the blessings of Christ help us to overcome evil  

and lead us towards a life of your love.  

We pray in the name of Jesus,  

  who is present among us tonight and always. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Page 12 of 15 

 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC         
 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  

He did not wait till the world was ready,  

  till men and nations were at peace.  

He came when the Heavens were unsteady,  

  and prisoners cried out for release.  

 

He did not wait for the perfect time.  

He came when the need was deep and great.  

He dined with sinners in all their grime,  

  turned water into wine.  

 

He did not wait till hearts were pure.  

In joy, he came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt.  

To a world like ours, of anguished shame he came,   

  and his Light would not go out.  

 

He came to a world that did not mesh,  

  to heal its tangles, shield its scorn.  

In the mystery of the Word made Flesh  

  the Maker of the stars was born.  

 

We cannot wait till the world is sane  

  to raise our songs with joyful voices,  

  for to share our grief, to touch our pain,  

He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!  
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* CANDLE LIGHT CAROL  

 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

*Benediction 

 

VOLUNTARY              Improvisation for Christmas    

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-silent-night-holy-night
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TONIGHTS SERVICE:    

Liturgist:                      Donna Downes 

Video and Sound Engineer:      John Wilderman  

Altar Flowers:                  Poinsettias and Flowers donated by members of the Congregation  

 

Image on Cover:    By Staff at UMC 

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public domain and 

are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to copyright permissions as 

granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

***Worship elements Discipleship ministries https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning 

 First Coming by Madeleine L’Engle, in Cry Like a Bell; Robert Louis Stevenson 

**** TESS, THE TENDER HEARTED CAMEL Play and recording © 2022 Mark Burrows. Used with permission.  

 Live-streaming permission is granted for those who have purchased with product.  

 

Puppeteers:  

Charlotte Pyrich, Alejandra Hernandez-Parsell, Natalia Hernandez-Parsell, Madilyn Gabbard   

  

Recorded Voices of the Puppets    

Narrator: Michelle Pyrich  

Stella: Karen Lindsey   

Saba: Kristen Sturtevant   

Lumpy: Kaitlin Ciccarello  

Tess: Maddie Abrahams   

 

Puppets are made by Donna Walter and the stage by John Wilderman.  

 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information about our church, our ministries, and to contact us can be found  

on our website.   

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

Readings for December 31, 2023 

First Sunday after Christmas Day Year “B” 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 / Psalm 148 

Galatians 4:4-7 / Luke 2:22-40 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
https://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=55
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=55

