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(†) The congregation is invited to stand as your able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Prelude                

                

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

 

Loving God,  

  this is the day that you are making. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

You have raised Christ from the grave and overcome death. 

You have defeated the power of evil and oppression. 

We long for your presence,  

  and we open ourselves to your Spirit. 

Christ, our living Chief,  

  you are with us,  

  and we give you thanks. 

We look for signs of your rising; 

  and we live in a world  

  that longs for your living presence. 

Breathe your Spirit into us,  

  and raise us to new life, 

  that we may be living evidence of your resurrection, 

  the Body of your risen Christ.  

Amen. 
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† HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-come-ye-faithful-raise-the-strain
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† PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Must we see you in order to believe you, Lord? 

Is seeing truly believing? 

Are we to be prisoners of our senses, 

  distrusting and rejecting 

  whatever we cannot see, touch, or hear? 

Yet you are faithful— 

  you give sight to the blind, 

  you carry us when we are weary, 

  you call us to your side. 

The locked room of our hearts 

  opens at the turn of your key. 

Speak your words of life to us again: 

  “Do not doubt, only believe.” 

Speak your words of life, 

  that we might live. 

 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

The peace of God be with you.  

Receive God’s forgiveness and the promise of the Spirit,  

  for Jesus is risen from the dead.  

Seen or unseen, he is present in our midst,  

  and we see the presence of Christ reflected in each other’s faces. 

Happy are those who have not seen, yet have come to believe. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

New Testament Lesson:       Acts 5:27-32    (Pg. 889) *  

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=s&d=44&y=384
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ANTHEM      Christus Paradox            Sylvia Dunstan/Alfred Fedak  

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL 

 

You Lord are both Lamb and Shepherd.  

You, Lord, are both prince and slave.   

You, peace-maker and sword bringer  

  of the way you took and gave.  

You the everlasting instant;  

  You whom we both scorn and crave.   

 

Clothed in light upon the mountain,  

  stripped of might upon the cross,  

  shining in the eternal glory,  

  beggared by a soldier’s toss,  

You the everlasting instant,  

  You who are both gift and cost.   

 

You who walk each day beside us,  

  sit in power on God’s side.   

You, who preach a way that’s narrow,  

  have a love that reaches wide.   

You, the everlasting instant;  

  You, who are our pilgrim guide.   

 

Worthy is our earthly Jesus,  

  worthy is our cosmic Christ!  

Worthy your defeat and victory,  

  worthy still your peace and strife.   

You, the ever-lasting instant,  

  You, who are our death and life.  

Words: Sylvia Dunstan, © GIA Publications Inc.; Music: Alfred Fedak © 2000, GIA Publications Inc. 7404 S. 

Mason Ave. Chicago, IL 60638; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296.  

All Rights Reserved 
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† HYMN OF PREPARATION 

 

 
 

 

CCLI Song #3414767, Words: Mary Nelson Keithahn © 2000 Abingdon Press; Music: John D. Horman, ©2000 Abingdon 

Press; For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License #21279385 / 21279392 

 

 

† GOSPEL LESSON:         John 20: 19-31         (Pg. 883) ** 

 

PRESIDER:      For the word of God in Scripture,  

      For the word of God among us,  

      For the word of God within us,   

ALL:    Thanks be to God!  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=s&d=44&y=384
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† GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

MESSAGE:            Ken Manning 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

BELIEVE 
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† HYMN NO. 156        I Love to Tell the Story             HANKEY 

 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 

  of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.  

I love to tell the story, because I know ’tis true; 

  it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do. 

 

REFRAIN  

I love to tell the story, 

’twill be my theme in glory, 

to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 

 

I love to tell the story; more wonderful it seems 

  than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams. 

I love to tell the story, it did so much for me; 

  and that is just the reason I tell it now to thee. 

REFRAIN  

 

I love to tell the story; ’tis pleasant to repeat 

  what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet. 

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 

  the message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. 

REFRAIN  

 

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 

  seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 

 And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, 

  ’twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long. 

REFRAIN  

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-love-to-tell-the-story
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

PRAYER SONG         

  
 

 

 

Words: Psalm 46:10, paraphrase John Bell; Music: John Bell © 1989 GIA Publications Inc. American Agent; Reprinted 

and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG         (See Above) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!   

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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† DOXOLOGY 

 

 

Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist Publishing House; Music in the 

public domain; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  
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THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 

 

† HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to   reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

*Benediction    

 

Voluntary         

 

 

 

https://hymnstudiesblog.wordpress.com/2010/11/29/we-walk-by-faith/
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Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                      Debbie Boynton 

Video and Sound Engineer       John Wilderman 

Altar Flowers:  Jane Combs 

Cover Image:        Strozzi, Bernardo, 1581-1644. Incredulity of St. Thomas, from Art in the 

Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58394 [retrieved April 21, 2025]. 

Original source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bernardo_Strozzi_-

_The_Incredulity_of_Saint_Thomas.jpg. 

Follow THIS LINK for background on the cover art.  

 

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public domain and 

are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to copyright permissions as 

granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries 

(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnaas-Holmes at unfoldinglight.com & Ministry Matters  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

Readings for May 4, 2025 

Holy Communion on the Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:1-6 / Psalm 30 

Revelation 5:11-14 / John 21:1-19 

 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58394
https://thevcs.org/doubting-thomas#blessed-are-they-have-not-seen
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=s&d=45&y=384
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=s&d=45&y=384

