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February 22, 2026 

 

First Sunday in Lent 

 

(†) The congregation is invited to stand or (Sit with Gusto)  

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 
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THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
  

PRELUDE         

Elegy in B-flat                             George Thalben Ball (1896-1987) 

Guest Organist – Richard Gress 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

The good news of the gospel is: 

  manna in the desert, 

   water turned into wine, 

  love after loss, 

   forgiveness after pain. 

The good news of the gospel is: 

  release for the captive, 

   hope for the hopeless, 

  mourning turned to dancing, 

   and strangers turned to friends. 

So come on in. 

There’s no time to waste! 

This surprising good news is here for you. 

Let us worship this good-news God. 
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† HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 98    To God Be the Glory 

 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-to-god-be-the-glory1
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† PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, 

somewhere along the way we picked up the message  

that in order to be faithful, we have to be serious. 

We have to pray on our knees without ceasing. 

We have to be somber in worship and quiet in our studies. 

We have to check our wiggles and our questions at the door. 

Then you turn water into wine—surprising and extravagant. 

And all of a sudden, we wonder: 

Can we be playful and curious? 

Can we be messy and still be yours? 

We know the answer already. 

The Spirit whispers: of course, of course, of course. 

Forgive our doubt. 

Pull us closer into your embrace. 

Amen. 

 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

God’s grace is wild and unruly. 

God’s mercy is abundant and surprising. 

God’s love is expansive and unending. 

So if you ask, “Holy One, am I forgiven?” 

the answer is and always will be: 

of course, of course, of course. 

This is the good news of the gospel. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Old Testament Lesson:      Amos 9:13-14  (Pg. 750) ** 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC     

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos%209&version=NRSVUE
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

† HYMN OF PREPARATION  

 

 

 
Words:  Christopher Idle © 1982 the Jubilate Group, Licensed in America by Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL; 

Music: SICILIAN MARINERS © 18
th

 Century Public Domain.; Reprinted and recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 

 

† GOSPEL LESSON:            John 2:1-11             (Pg. 863) ** 

https://www.jubilate.co.uk/people/christopher_idle
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%202%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE
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PRESIDER:    For the word of God in Scripture,  

       For the word of God among us,  

       For the word of God within us,   

ALL:     Thanks be to God!  

 

† GLORIA PATRI  
 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

SERMON:            Ho-Soon Han  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

“The Good News Is:    

So Good It Takes Us By Surprise” 
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† HYMN NO. 261  Lord of the Dance        LORD OF THE DANCE  

 

 

Words:  Sydney Carter © 1963 Stainer and Bell, administered in USA by Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL; Music: 

LORD OF THE DANCE 19
th

 Century Shaker Tune adapted by Sydney Carter, harmonized by Gary Allan Smith © 1988 UMC Publishing 

House Nashville TN .; Reprinted and recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-lord-of-the-dance
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PRAYER SONG                   

 

  
Words: 1 Corinthians 13:2-8, Taizé Community © 1978 administered in USA by GIA Publications Inc.; Music: Jacques 

Berthier © Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc.; Reprinted and recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

 

PRAYER SONG         (See Above) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC :      Improvisation – Richard Gress 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!   

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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† DOXOLOGY 
 

 

 

Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist Publishing House; Music in the 

public domain; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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† HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 

 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

*Benediction    

 

Voluntary                     March Triumphale           Siegfried Karg-Elert  (1877-1933) 
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Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                                                    Patrick Meehan 

Video and Sound Engineer:       Alex Wilderman       

Guest Organist:  Richard Gress  

Cover Art:        From “A Sanctified Art”,  Lenten sermon series.  

 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict 

accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing 

House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-

711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries 

(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements : A Sanctified Art – Lenten Sermon Series.    

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 

“Feed the Need”  
Putting Our Faith into Motion 

By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul 
 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

 

 

Readings for March 1, 2026 

Second Sunday In Lent 

Genesis 12:1-4 / Psalm 121 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 / John 3:1-17 

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=l&d=26&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=l&d=26&y=17134

