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August 16, 2026 

 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
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(†) The congregation is invited to stand or (Sit with Gusto)  

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE   

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   ***        

Children of God, we gather as people  

  who have received new life in Jesus Christ. 

We come to set our minds on Christ,  

  who surrounds us in love. 

The world tries to distract us with anxious rumors,  

  worrisome lies, and misleading half-truths. 

We come to set our minds on Christ,  

  who surrounds us in love. 

In this place, we gather to remind, remember,  

  and renew our commitment to dwell in the love of Christ. 

We come to set our minds on Christ,  

  who surrounds us in love. 

Children of God, come! Let us worship God,  

  who clothes us in new life and renews us in Grace. 

Come, let us worship as we set our minds on Christ,  

  who surrounds us in love. 
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† HYMN OF PRAISE      
 

 

Words: Gareth Hill © 2005 Hope Publishing Co.380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL 60188; Music: HYFRYDOL © 1906 

Ralph Vaughn Williams, Public Domain; Reprinted and recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 
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† PRAYER OF CONFESSION            

      

God of Glory,  

  you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world,  

  to reveal your love for all people.  

We confess that our sin and pride  

  sometimes hides the brightness of your light.  

We turn away from the poor;  

  we ignore cries for justice;  

  we do not strive for peace.  

Forgive us God.  

In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin,  

  and renew us once again with your spirit,  

  so that, as forgiven and renewed people,  

    we may reflect the love  

  and life of Jesus Christ into our world. 

 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Our God is a God of Grace and mercy and love for all people. 

Know that our sins have been forgiven.  

May we be strengthened in all goodness.  

Since we have been raised with Christ,  

  let us seek the things that are above,  

  where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God 

Thanks be to God 

 

WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

New Testament Lesson:         Acts 1:1-11                 (Pg. 884) ** 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201&version=NRSVUE
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SPECIAL MUSIC     Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God      Keith Getty 

 

Holy Spirit, living breath of God 

  breathe new life into my willing soul. 

Bring the presence of the risen Lord 

  to renew my heart and make me whole. 

Cause Your Word to come alive in me, 

  give me faith for what I cannot see, 

  give me passion for Your purity, 

  Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 

 

Holy Spirit, come abide within, 

  may Your joy be seen in all I do. 

Love enough to cover every sin, 

  in each thought and deed and attitude. 

Kindness to the greatest and the least, 

  gentleness that sows the path of peace. 

Turn my strivings into works of grace, 

  Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 

 

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, 

  giving life to all that God has made. 

Show Your power once again on earth,  

  cause Your church to hunger for your ways. 

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise, 

  lead us on the road of sacrifice. 

That in unity the face of Christ, 

  will be clear for all the world to see. 

 

CCLI Song #4779872: Keith Getty, Stuart Townend © 2006 Thankyou Music Ltd; For use solely with the SongSelect® 

Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US 

 

 

http://www.ccli.com/
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† HYMN  

 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

† GOSPEL LESSON:          John 17: 20 - 26          (Pg. 880) ** 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-god-will-take-care-of-you
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017&version=NRSVUE
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PRESIDER:    For the word of God in Scripture,  

       For the word of God among us,  

       For the word of God within us,   
 

ALL:     Thanks be to God!  

 

 

† GLORIA PATRI  
 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

SERMON:             
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 Encountering God Through Prayer -3  

Unity in Prayer and Purpose 
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† PSALM  

 
 

Words: Psalm 133 Public Domain: Music: S. T. Kimbrough, Jr.  © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House PO Box 

801, Nashville TN 37202; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
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SILENT PRAYER 

 

PRAYER SONG     

 

 
Words: Paraphrase 1 Corinthians 13:2-8, © 1978 Taize Community  Music Jacques Berthier © 1979 Les 

Presses de Taize/ GIA Publications Inc. agent in America; Reprinted and recorded with permission under 

OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

 

PRAYER SONG   (See Above)  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!   

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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† DOXOLOGY 
 

 

Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist Publishing House; Music in the 

public domain; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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† HYMN NO. 547  O Church Of God United     ELLACOMBE 

 

O church of God, united to serve one common Lord, 

  proclaim to all one message, with hearts in glad accord. 

Christ ever goes before us we follow day by day 

  with strong and eager footsteps Along the upward way 

 

From every land and nation the ordered ranks appear; 

to serve one valiant leader they come from far and near. 

They chant their one confession, they praise one living Lord, 

  and place their sure dependence upon His saving word. 

 

Though creeds and tongues may differ,  

they speak O Christ of Thee; 

  and in Thy loving spirit we shall one people be. 

Lord may our faithful service and singleness of aim 

proclaim to all the power of thy redeeming name 

 

May Thy great prayer be answered  

  that we may all be one, 

  close bound, by love united  

in Thee, God's blessed Son; 

  to bring a single witness, to make the pathway bright, 

  that souls which grope in darkness  

  may find the one true Light.  

 
 

CCLI Song #1511975: Frederick B. Morley © 1982 The Hymn Society; Music: William H. Monk PD;  

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License 

#21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

† Benediction  

 

Voluntary          

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-church-of-god-united
http://www.ccli.com/
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Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                                                    Ken Manning   

Video and Sound Engineer:       Kent Marzoli      

Cover Image:            Staff created under CANVA license to FUMC  

Special Music:        Choir members and other worship artists from the congregation.      

 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict 

accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing 

House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

All other congregational songs, choral settings, and instrumental music, are reported weekly using our 

license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

***Worship elements by “UNFOLDING LIGHT”  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 

“Feed the Need”  
Putting Our Faith into Motion 

By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul 
Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

  
 

Common Lectionary Readings for August 23, 2026 

 Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost   

Exodus 1:8-2:10 / Psalm 124 

Romans 12:1-8, 29-32 / Matthew 16: 13-20 

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=70&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=70&y=17134

