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November 19, 2023 
 

 

 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

& THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 
 

 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

 

PRELUDE:  Soliloquy on “DIX”       Improvisation by K. G. Lindsay 

 

 

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP *** 

Loving God, you create us in your image  

and claim us as your children. 

We give you our lives in thanksgiving and praise! 

You give us gifts, each different, and bless us with your grace. 

We give you our lives in thanksgiving and praise! 

Fill us with your Spirit, that we may serve you with love and joy. 

We give you our lives in thanksgiving and praise! Alleluia! 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 97 

For the Fruits of This Creation                           EAST ACKLAM 

 
 

1. For the fruits of this creation, thanks be to God; 

    for good gifts to every nation, thanks be to God; 

   for the plowing, sowing, reaping,  

    silent growth while we are sleeping, 

   future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

 

2.  In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done; 

   in the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done; 

   in our worldwide task of caring  

     for the hungry and despairing, 

   in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done. 

 

3. For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God; 

    for the good we all inherit, thanks be to God; 

    for the wonders that astound us, 

   for the truths that still confound us, 

   most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God. 

 
Words: Fred Prat Green; © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place, Carol Stream IL 60188; Music: Francis Jackson © 

1960 Used under terms of the United Methodist Publishing House PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296;  all rights reserved.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-for-the-fruit-of-this-creation
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION *** 

Merciful God, forgive us when we invest our energies  

into increasing our personal prosperity  

rather than enriching people’s lives  

  with the good news of Jesus Christ  

and when we squander our gifts  

by failing to use them to build people up.  

Forgive us when we fail to be adventurous  

in spreading the gospel around.  

Increase our capacity  

to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ  

  in word and deed  

   even if this means taking risks  

  and expending whatever energy we may have.  

This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS *** 

“God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation  

  through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us.   

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up  

in the knowledge that in Jesus Christ we are enriched,  

  we are loved, we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:      1 Thessalonians 5:1-11        (Pg. 960) ** 

 

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=169
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ANTHEM     The Old 100
th
 Psalm Tune       

Words, William Keithe / Music Ralph Vaugn Williams 
 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

sing to the LORD with cheerful voice; 

Him serve with fear, His praise forth-tell; 

come ye before Him and rejoice! 

 

The LORD ye know is God indeed; 

without our aid He did us make; 

we are His folk, He doth us feed, 

and for His sheep He doth us take. 

 

O enter then His gates with praise, 

approach with joy His courts unto; 

praise, laud, and bless His name always, 

for it is seemly so to do. 

 

For why? the LORD our God is good; 

His mercy is forever sure; 

His truth at all times firmly stood, 

and shall from age to age endure. 

 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

The God whom heaven and earth adore,  

from men and from the angel host,  

be praise and glory ever-more, Amen.   

Words: Attributed to William Keithe 1561 and adapted by Ralph Vaughn Williams; Music: Ralph Vaughn Williams © 

1953, Oxford University Press Great Clarendon St./ Music Department Oxford, UK OX2 6DP 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296;  all rights reserved.  

 

Guest Trumpeters,  Kristen Sturtevant and Dan Saucier 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  

         CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CRILDREN ARE PRESENT) 
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION    

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain;  permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal  and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:            Matthew 25: 14-30                 (Pg. 806) ** 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Lesson  

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-come-ye-thankful-people-come
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=169
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For the word of God in Scripture,  

For the word of God among us,  

For the word of God within us,   

Thanks be to God!  

 

*GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

SERMON    Ho-Soon Han      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

“Driven by Fruitfulness” 
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*HYMN  

 

Words and music are in the public domain;  permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal  and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-take-my-life-and-let-it-be-consecrated
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PRAYER SONG         

 

Words and Music: Taize Community/ Jacques Berthier © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc. Agent; Reprinted and recorded 

with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296;  all rights reserved.  

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER:  

Leader:       "The Lord be with you " 

People:       "And also with you..." 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG    (As above)  

 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC        Improvisation     Kevin G. Lindsay    

 
 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/PrayerChain
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRmYyZWeNbNOAicl3cNMtCxXHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouae3s6wh3hdLs1VePEz2XyY=
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DOXOLOGY 

 

 

Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 

 



Page 11 of 13 

 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 

 

Words: Catherine Cameron © 1967 Hope Publishing 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL; Music: William Moore, 1825 

Public Domain Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-god-who-stretched-the-spangled-heavens1
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*THANKSGIVING BLESSING  

 

Pulpit Side:    May an abundance of gratitude  

   burst forth as you reflect upon what you have received.  

Organ Side:    May thanksgiving overflow in your heart,  

       and often be proclaimed in your prayer.  

P:      May you gather around the table of your heart  

     the ardent faithfulness, kindness,  

     and goodness of each person who is true to you.  

O:   May the harvest of your good actions  

    bring forth plentiful fruit each day.  

P:   May you discover a cache of hidden wisdom  

    among the people and events  

    that have brought you distress and sorrow.  

O:   May your basket of blessings surprise you  

with its rich diversity of gifts  

and its opportunities for growth.  

P:   May all that nourishes and resources your life  

    bring you daily satisfaction and renewed hope.  

   May you slow your hurried pace of life  

      so you can be aware of, and enjoy,  

     what you too easily take for granted.  

O:   May you always be open, willing,  

    and ready to share your blessings with others.  

ALL:   May you never forget the Generous One  

   who loves you lavishly and unconditionally.   

  Amen 

 

 

VOLUNTARY      Recessional on “Nun Danket”                  Don Hustad                  

 

Music: NUN DANKET, Public Domain;  Arranged by Donald Hustad © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol 

Stream, IL 60188 recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved. 
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

Liturgist:                      Gary Leughmyer 

Video and Sound Engineer:      Kent Marzoli  

Altar Flowers:                                    Gary & Elaine Leughmyer 

 

Image on Cover:           Poorter, Willem de, 1608-approximately 1648. Parable of the Talents, from Art in the 

Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-

imagelink.pl?RC=57779 [retrieved November 11, 2023]. Original source; 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Willem_de_Poorter%27s_The_Parable_of_The_Talents_or_Minas.png. 

Background on Cover art:  Follow THIS hyperlink  

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public domain and 

are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to copyright permissions as 

granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com  

Worship, Out of the Ordinary by Joyce Rupp 

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

First United Methodist Church uses the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.  If you would 

like your own copy of the bible used in worship to further your own spiritual journey; please don’t 

hesitate to contact the church office.     

 

 

Readings for November 26, 2023 

Reign of Christ the King 

Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24 / Psalm 100 

Ephesians 1:15-23 / Matthew 25:31-46 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57779
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57779
https://www.pottypadre.com/of-oil-paints-and-talents/
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170

