FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
34 South Main Street
Rochester NH 03867

“Son of Mary”
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December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent

(1) The congregation is invited to stand as your able
(BOLD-FACED TYPE) Congregation responds

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

T CALL TO WORSHIP
This week in our Advent series of asking and answering the complex
question “What Child IS This?”, we encounter another description of
the Christ Child that will tell us much more about who he was
destined to be.

T SUNG RESPONSE
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
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INVITATION TO CANDLE LIGHTING (CANDLE OF JOY)
We light this candle of Joy for those who need it most.
For all whose despair feels endless.
For all who find little joy in daily living.
For all whose disappointment runs deep.
Our question for today at the scene of the nativity is this:
“How can we proclaim a deep joy
“in spite of” hardship in our time?”
What child IS this? This, this, is the Son
of Blessed Mary who reigns with joy forever.

SUNG RESPONSE
This, this is Christ, the King,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

the Babe, the Son of Mary.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Here, at the nativity of your birth,

give us the courage to face this moment

with an uncanny joy.

Open us to new understandings of

the unfolding story of your presence among us.
Show us how to praise you even when songs and carols feel
empty.

We pray in the name of the Child,

the One Who Uplifts our hearts and lives.
Amen.
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T HYMN OF PRAISE

My Soul Gives Glory to My God
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WORDS: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987 (Lk. 1:46b-55)
MUSIC: Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813;

harm. by Charles

H. Webb, 1988

MORNING SONG

Words © 1978, 1987 Medical Mission Sisters; harm. ® 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House

M

Words: Miriam Therese Winter © 1987 United Methodist Publishing House; Music Public Domain, harmonized Charles H
Webb © 1988; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist
Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202

P
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-my-soul-gives-glory-to-my-god

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD

Anthem: Noval Nova! Bob Chilcott

Refrain

Nova! Nova! Ave’ fit ex Eva’

Nova! Nova! Ave’ fit ex Eva’

(Translation = News! News! Ave’ is made from Eva’)

Gabriel of High degree, He came down from trinity
To Nazareth in Galilee. Nova! Nova!

He met a maiden in a place, He kneeled down afore her face,
He said “Hail Mary full of grace” Nova! Nova!

When the maid heard tell of this She was full sore abashed I-wys (indeed)
And weened (thought) that she had done amiss. Nova! Noval

Then said the angel “Dread not you, You shall conceive in all virtue,
A child whose name shall be Jesu” Nova! Noval!

It is not yet six months a-gone Since Elizabeth conceived John
As it was prophesied before, Nova! Noval

Then said the maiden verily “I am your servant right truly
Ecce ancilla Domini” ( Behold the handmaid of the Lord)

Nova! Nova!

Words: 15th Century (modernized) set by Bob Chilcott © 2000; Music: Bob Chilcott © 2000 by Oxford University Press,
New York, NY 10016, Reprinted and recorded under Onelicense.net License #A-711296; All rights reserved

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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 HYMN OF PREPARATION

216

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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WORDS: Sts. 1-2, 15th cent. German; trans. by Theodore Baker, 1894; st. 3 from
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ES IST EIN ROS

The Hymnal, 1940 (Is. 35:1-2) 76.76.676

MUSIC: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesing, 1599; harm. by Michael Praetorius, 1609

St. 3 ® 1940, 1943, renewed 1971 The Church Pension Fund

Words: Germm.'l Hymn trans. Theodore Baker Public Domain; St. 3 from the Hymnal © 1971 the Church Pension Fund;
Music Public Domain; Reprinted and recorded with permission under Onelicense.net # A-711296.
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hymn-presents-savior-as-rose-eer-blooming

+ GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 1: 26-56 (Pg. 831) **

PRESIDER: For the word of God in Scripture,
For the word of God among us,
For the word of God within us,
ALL: Thanks be to God!

1 GLORIA PATRI
Gloria, Gloria

Canon
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Gl - rn-a, glo - ri-a, al-le-1u-1a, al -le - 1d-1a!

Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994, © 1979, 1988, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent

Words: From the Roman Rite, Public Domain. Music, Jacques Berthier ©1988 Les Presses de Taizé, Gia Publications Inc.
Agent; Reprinted and recorded with permission under Onelicense.net # A-711296. All Rights reserved

SERMON: Ho-Soon Han

“What Child IS this?
Son of Mary!”

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A%2026-56&version=NRSVUE

Lord, Be to Us a Source of Joy
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love em- ploy to show us where find re - lease.
you  will speak the qui - et Word prom -ised grace.
world a - woke, and Love's sal - va - tion did ap - pear.
trou - bled earth, and thus ful - fill re- demp- tion's way.
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WORDS: F. Richard Garland, 2007 (Is. 7:10-16: Ps. 80:1-7, 17-19; Ro. 1:1-7, Mt. 1:18-25) CANONBURY
MUSIC: Adapt, from Robert Schumann, 1839 M
Words copyright © 2007 F. Richard Garland. Published by The General Board of Discipleship of The United
Methodist Church, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203-0003. Website http.//www.umcworship.org.
Telephone 615.340.7070.
This hymn may be reproduced and used in nonprofit worship with the inclusion of the complete copyright

citation plus the words "Used by permission.” it may not be used for profit, sold, republished, altered, or
placed on a website.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/garland-f-richard

PRAYER SONG

Awaken Us, God

Responsorial Verses (invocation, scripture affirmation, prayer response, offertory, etc.)

Advent: Joy

teve Garnaas-Holmes "Away in a Manger"
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Words copyright © 1995 Steve Garnaas Holmes. Published by The General Board of Disicpleship of The
United Methodist Church, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203. Website www.umcworship.org . This
music may be reproduced and used in congregational worship with the inclusion of the complete copyrigh
citation on each copy. It may not be used for profit, sold, republished, or placed on a website.

SILENT PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER (UMH p. 895)

PRAYER SONG (See Above)

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!

OFFERTORY MUSIC
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https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate

1 DOXOLOGY
Doxology

For Advent
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man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el
Words: Thomas Ken, 1674 VENI EMMANUEL
Music: 15th Century French LM with Refrain

Text and tunc adapted by Dean Mcintyre, The United Methodist General Board of Discipleship, PO Box 340003,
Nashville TN 37203-0003. Tclephone 615-340-7073. Website http://www.umcworship.org. Email address:
music{@gbod.org. Text and tune are public domain.

Offertory Prayer:

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE
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+ HYMN OF DEDICATION
41 Tell Out, My Soul
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4 Tell out, my soul, the glo-ries of his Word! Firm is  his
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age to age the same; his ho - ly name,the Lord, the might - y one.
wills are put to flight, the hun - gry fed, the hum-ble lift - ed high.
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WORDS: Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926-) WOODLANDS
MUSIC: Walter Greatorex (1877-1949), alt. 10.10.10.10.
Words @ 1962, Ren. 1990 Hope Publishing Company

Words: Timothy Dudley Smith © 1980 Hope Publishing Company Carol Stream IL 60188; & Music.: WOODLANDS by Walter Greatorex
PUBLIC DOMAIN; Reprinted and recorded under Onelicense.net # A-711296 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

*Benediction

Voluntary
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-tell-out-my-soul

Assisting with Worship today:

Liturgist:
Video and Sound Engineer John Wilderman

Visuals: Worship Team
Cover Art: From Worship Design Studio; Used with permission.

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict
accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing
House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-
711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries
(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212

***Worship elements by Marcia McFee at worship design studio.com
** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©
1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.
Used with permission. All Rights Reserved
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Looking Ahead

D

p
D Readings for December 21, 2025
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16 / Psalm 80:1-7,17-19
Romans I1:1-7 / Matthew 1:18-25
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First United Methodist Church

“Feed the Need”
Putting Our Faith into Motion
By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook
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