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HOLY COMMUNION FOR 
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
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( †) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 
 

Prelude       

 

† CALL TO WORSHIP      
 

God of Mystery, your light has led us to you. 

Alleluia! All through our days your Word has shone;  

  your star has lit the way. 

You have accompanied us, guided us, and guarded us. 

Alleluia! We have come  

  through miles and years to this place, this moment. 

We have come to praise you,  

  to honor you, to worship you. 

Alleluia! We thank you for your grace.  

We wonder at your presence. 

And we are still learning  

  to seek your presence and to follow your light. 

We are still asking, “Where is the child?” 

Help us to search, and help us to find. 

God, we praise you  

  for the One who shepherds your people. 

Alleluia! We worship you with thanksgiving and praise. 

Open the eyes of our hearts  

  to see, and to wonder.  

Alleluia! 
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† HYMN OF PRAISE  
 

 
 

Words: John Marriott 1780-1825, published in 1828;  Music 1769 Felice de Giardini, MOSCOW, then arranged to 
become ITALIAN HYMN depending on texts; PUBLIC DOMAIN  

 

 

 

https://hymnstudiesblog.wordpress.com/2009/07/17/quotthou-whose-almighty-wordquot/
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† PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

God of Love, 

  we confess we do not always follow your star of love; 

  we turn aside;  

  we weary of the journey. 

We confess we sometimes cooperate with Herod; 

  we sometimes fail to give our gifts. 

Forgive us;  

  renew your Spirit in us. 

Be our star and guide us. 
 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God’s presence does not depend on our perfection. 

God meets us where we are, guides us with love, 

  and leads us back into life. 

In Christ, we are forgiven, restored, and renewed. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Old Testament Lesson:                Jonah 1:1-18                   (Pg. 752) ** 
 

ANTHEM          In the Beginning            Carson Cooman 

In the beginning was the Word, 

  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. 

In him was life, and that light was the light of men. 

The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. 
Words: John 1: 1-5, Arr. Carson Cooman © 2012; Music: Carson Cooman © 2012 Saint James Music Press 4580 State St., #181 

Saginaw, MI 48603; reprinted and recorded under SJMP License #234 All rights reserved 
 
 

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah%201%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE
https://carsoncooman.com/
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† HYMN OF PREPARATION NO 512   

 
Words & music: Charles A. Tindley 1906 Public Domain; Arr. by William Farley Smith © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 

801, Nashville TN 37202; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-stand-by-me
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†GOSPEL LESSON:            John 1:1, 10-18           (Pg. 862) ** 
 
 

PRESIDER:    For the word of God in Scripture,  
      For the word of God among us,  

      For the word of God within us,   

ALL:    Thanks be to God!  

 

*GLORIA PATRI  
 

 
 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

SERMON     
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

"Journeying with Jonah 1 - FLEEING" 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A%201%2C%2010-18&version=NRSVUE
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†HYMN   
 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-in-the-bleak-midwinter-1
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PRAYER SONG  (Verse 1)  
 
 

 
 

Words: Trad. Polish Carol 1925, Public Domain; Music © 1965 Abingdon Press; Permission to reprint and record 

granted under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

SILENT PRAYER  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

 

PRAYER SONG  (Verse 2, from above)  
 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-infant-holy-infant-lowly-1
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† DOXOLOGY 

 

 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER:  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    For Epiphany 
 

The Lord be with you....   

And also with you. 

Lift Up Your hearts..... 

We lift them up to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God..... 

It is right to give our thanks and praise  
 

 

.....   and all the company of heaven  
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:          
 

 

 
 
 

......  in union with Christ's offering for us, 
  as we proclaim the mystery of faith…..
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.....   all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
 

 
Words © 1989 from "A Service of Word and Table; Music © 1992 arranged by Stephen Garnass Holmes. permission to reproduce is granted under the provisions 

of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House.  
PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 
 

Prayer Following Communion:   

 
 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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† HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 
VOLUNTARY    
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-it-is-well-with-my-soul
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Assisting with Worship today:    
Liturgist:                      John Pyrich 

Video and Sound Engineer       Charlie Devito 

Altar Flowers:    In Honor of Katie Pyrich's 7th birthday, given by Mom, Dad, & Charlotte.  
Cover Image:    Christ our Light, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=54167 [retrieved December 29, 2025]. Original source: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35409814@N00/2105918430/. 

Background on the Bulletin Cover can be found HERE 
 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict accordance to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI 

License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries (umdiscipleship.org) of the United 

Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements from unfoldinglight.com & Ho Soon Han 

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by the Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  
 

Readings for January 11, 2026 

The Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-9 / Psalm 29 

Acts 10:34-43/ Matthew 3:13-17 

 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54167
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54167
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20251229827662535&code=act&RC=54167&Row=18
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=e&d=13&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=e&d=13&y=17134

