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February 1, 2026 
Holy Communion on  

The Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 
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(†) The congregation is invited to stand or (Sit with Gusto)  

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 
THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE     Witherell Handbell Choir led by Dan Saucier 

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus   Arr. by Kevin McChesney 
Music: LEMMEL Helen H. Lemmel © 1922, Public Domain; Arr. by Kevin McChesney © 2004 Jeffers Handbell 

Publications 455 Western Lane PO Box 1728 Irmo, SC 29063-1728; PERMISSION GRANTED BY PUBLISHER 

for one time use in public worship. 
 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

People of God,  

who do you come to worship? 

We come to worship the one true God. 

How will you worship? 

Not with words alone,  

but by living lives of justice and love. 

Come, you who belong to God. 

Come, you who are foolish in the eyes of the world. 

Come and abide in God’s tent  

  and in God’s heart, now and forever. 
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† HYMN OF PRAISE   
 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist 

Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-great-is-thy-faithfulness
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† PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Far too often, O God,  

we desire to look wise in the eyes of the world.  

We have not spoken truth with our hearts.  

We have said and done hurtful things to our friends.  

We have forgotten our true identity,  

  wandering into ways that are not yours.  

We have forgotten what true discipleship is.  

Forgive us and help us live  

  into becoming the people you have created  

   and called us to be:  

  people of justice and love and truth and humility,  

    and yes, even foolishness.  

May we be fools for Christ,  

  embracing our true identity,  

  even in the face of the world’s scorn and derision.  Amen.  
 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God’s love embraces us even when we fall short  
of what God desires for our lives and actions.  

Know that the God of blessing  
loves and forgives us with a fierce tenderness. 

And in so knowing, may our lives and souls be transformed. 
Thanks be to God!  
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

New Testament Lesson:      James 1        (Pg. 980) ** 

 

Anthem:          O Taste and See                             Ralph Vaughn Williams      (1872-1958) 

O taste and see how gracious the Lord is:  

Blest is the man that trusteth in him. (##) 
   

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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† HYMN OF PREPARATION  

 

Words: Anders Frostenson Trans. Fred Kaan © 1976 Hope Publishing 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL; Music: V. Earl Copes © 1988 Hope 

Publishing; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 
† GOSPEL LESSON:            Matthew 5: 1-12             (Pg. 785) ** 
 

PRESIDER:    For the word of God in Scripture,  
       For the word of God among us,  

       For the word of God within us,   
 

ALL:     Thanks be to God!  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-faith-while-trees-are-still-in-blossom
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A%201-12&version=NRSVUE
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† GLORIA PATRI  
 

 

Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist 
Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 
SERMON:            Ho-Soon Han  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

Wisdom from James 1— 

"Faith Under Pressure” 
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† HYMN  

 

 
Words: Mary Nelson Keithahn. © 2000 Abingdon Press, Admin by Music Services.; Music: Ralph Vaughn Williams 

KINGSFOLD, Public Domain; Reprinted and recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-when-we-are-called-to-sing-your-praise
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

PRAYER SONG         

 
 

Words and Music: Ricky Manalo © 1994 GIA Publications Inc.;  
Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. All Rights Reserved 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER                         

 

PRAYER SONG         (See Above) 

  

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC      

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRmYyZWeNbNOAicl3cNMtCxXHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouae3s6wh3hdLs1VePEz2XyY=
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*DOXOLOGY  

 

 
Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; all rights reserved; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

Offertory Prayer:  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  ** 
 

The Lord be with you....   

And also with you. 

Lift Up Your hearts..... 

We lift them up to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God..... 

It is right to give our thanks and praise  
 

(The Celebrant continues with the prayer for the season; ) 
 

.....   and all the company of heaven  
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:      
 
 
 

 
 

 

......  in union with Christ's offering for us, 
  as we proclaim the mystery of faith…..
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.....   all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

 

 
Words © 1989 from "A Service of Word and Table; Music © 1989 Carolton R Young permission to reproduce and record is granted 

under the provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal  and United Methodist Publishing House;  
PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 
 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

Prayer Following Communion:   

Eternal God,   

 we give you thanks for this holy mystery 

  in which you have given yourself to us. 

Grant that we may go into the world 

  in the strength of your Spirit, 

  to give ourselves for others, 

  in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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† HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 
 

 

 
Words: Bryan A Rees © 1973 Mrs. Owen Scott; Music: LAUDATE DOMINUM © 1894 Charles H. H. Parry Public 

Domain; Reprinted and recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 
 

*Benediction    

 

Voluntary                   
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Assisting with Worship today:    
Liturgist:                      Kristen Sturtevant   

Video and Sound Engineer       Brogan Meehan       

Cover Art:  Created by FUMC Staff 
 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict accordance 

to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 

Nashville TN 37202 
 

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 

and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 
 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries (umdiscipleship.org) of 

the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  
 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnaas-Holmes at unfoldinglight.com & Ho Soon Han  
 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used with 

permission.  All Rights Reserved 
 

(##) ANTHEM  Words: From Psalm 34 V 8.  King James Version Public Domain.   Music: Ralph Vaughn Williams © 1953 Oxford 
University Press Great Clarendon Street / Music Department Oxford, UK OX2 6DP; recorded under onelicense.net # A-711296 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 

“Feed the Need”  
Putting Our Faith into Motion 

By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul 
 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

Readings for February 8, 2026 

Fourth Sunday after The Epiphany 

Isaiah 58:1-12 / Psalm 112: 1-10 

1 Corinthians 2:1-16 / Matthew 5:13-20 

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=e&d=18&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=e&d=18&y=17134

