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9:30 AM Worship Service  
 

April 28, 2024 
 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

(*) The congregation is invited to stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE) Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE:    Meditation       (Improvisation)          Kevin G. Lindsay 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  *** 

Creator God, Tree of Life,  

Root of Love, we live in you. 

We grow from you; we are rooted in you;  

we live within you. 

Christ, our Vine, your life flows in us,  

your strength upholds us. 

Our blossoming is your praise;  

our beauty is your glory. 

Holy Spirit, love of God unfolding within us,  

you give us life. 

Your presence swells our hearts,  

and your grace ripens within us. 

Alleluia! Living Vine,  

fill us with your grace, 

that we may bear fruit in your name, to your delight, 

for the blessing of all the world. Alleluia! 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
Words and Music: Marty Haugen © 1983 GIA Publications Inc.; Reprinted and recorded  under oneLicense.net #A 

711296; All Rights reserved.  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-gather-us-in-2
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION *** 

 

God of life, you are the vine,  

and we are your branches. 

But we confess that we have tried to live separate from you. 

We have not rooted ourselves in you,  

  or opened ourselves to your life  

and your spirit and your power flowing through us, 

   your love and your beauty blossoming in us. 

Our lives become dry and fruitless. 

God of life, we desire to be rooted in you,  

joined to you, part of you. 

Return us; forgive us,  

fill us again with your life, 

 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE *** 

Our lives are in Christ, 

     and His life is in us. 

Christ, living vine, be our lives, 

     and we will be your living branch, 

     your life-giving fruit. Amen. 

Thanks be to God 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:         Acts 8: 26-40                          (Pg. 893) ** 

 

 

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90
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ANTHEM        Christ the Vine                      Robert J. Powell 

 

Christ, the vine, and God, the gardener,  

  we, the branches bearing fruit. 

We can bring forth shoots of promise  

  when our lives in Christ take root. 

 

Christ, the fruit from Jesse springing,  

  you fulfilled the prophet’s trust. 

And you pray that we, your body,  

  will fulfill your trust in us. 

 

Christ, may we submit to pruning  

  that we bear more grapes for wine. 

Help us, when we’re overburdened,  

  draw new strength from you, the vine. 

 

You invite us to be partners,  

  growing Spirit’s fruit anew. 

Keep us one in love together:  

  you in us, and we in you! 

 

Words by Edith Downing © 2001 Selah Publishing Company Inc. PO Box 98066 Pittsburgh, PA 15227; Music 

by Robert J. Powell © 2015 Saint James Music Press 4580 State St. # 181 Saginaw, MI 48603; Reprinted and 

Recorded with permission under the terms of our license # 234. 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US 

         CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CHILDREN ARE PRESENT) 

 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION  

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-blessed-spring
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Words: Susan Palo Cherwien © 1993 Augsburg Fortress; Music: Trad. English Melody adapted by Hal Hopson © 

1972 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL 60188; Reprinted and recorded under license by 

OneLicense.net # A-711296. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
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GOSPEL LESSON:                  John 15:1-8                       (Pg. 878) ** 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Lesson  

For the word of God in Scripture,  

For the word of God among us,  

For the word of God within us,   

Thanks be to God!  

 

*GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

SERMON     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

“TRANSFORMATION-4  

LOVE” 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90
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*HYMN 

 

 

Words: Brian Wren © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL 60188; Music: Trad English Melody 

PUBLIC DOMAIN;  Reprinted & Recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-how-can-we-name-a-love
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PRAYER SONG  

 

 

Words: & Music Taizé Community and Jacques Berthier © 1984, GIA Publications Inc. Agent;  Reprinted & Recorded 

under oneLicense.net #A 711296 All Rights Reserved 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER:  

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG    (As above)  

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Thank You for your ongoing support of the ministries of FUMC.   

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC        Improvisation         Kevin G. Lindsay 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate


Page 10 of 12 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

 

Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION  
 

 

 
 

*BENEDICTION  

 

VOLUNTARY           Sortie on “HYFRYDOL”   Improvisation    Kevin G. Lindsay 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-love-divine-all-loves-excelling
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

Liturgist:                      Rick Mills 

Video and Sound Engineer:      Charlie Devito 

Altar Flowers:       Donated by Lisa and Fermin Hernandez-Parcell 

Image on Cover:      Eastern Orthodox icon of Jesus Christ as the True Vine, from Art in the 

Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55553 [retrieved April 27, 2024]. 

Original source: 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christ_the_True_Vine_icon_(Athens,_16th_century).jpg. 

History of the Icon – “Christ the True Vine”:  FOLLOW THIS LINK 

◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public 

domain and are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO 

BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

May 5, 2024 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 10:44-48 / Psalm 98 

1 John 5:1-6/ John 15:9-17 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55553
https://thevcs.org/subversive-horticulture#cultivation
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=91
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=91

