
Page 1 of 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

34 South Main Street 

Rochester, NH 03867 

(603) 948-1225 or (603) 948-1179  

Email at Office@firstumcrochester.org  

 

February 25, 2024 
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 



Page 2 of 13 

 

 

(*) The congregation is invited to stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE) Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE: Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness         Duet 

 

Chorus 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness  

  Blow through the wilderness calling and free 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness 

  Stir me from placidness wind, wind on the sea 

 

1 You moved on the waters you called to the deep 

Then You coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep 

And over the eons you called to each thing 

Wake from your slumbers and rise on your wings 

 

2 You swept through the desert you stung with the sand 

And You goaded Your people with a law and a land 

And when they were blinded with their idols and lies 

Then You spoke through Your prophets to open their eyes 

 

3  You sang in a stable you cried from a hill 

Then You whispered in silence when the whole world was still 

And down in the city you called once again 

When You blew through Your people on the rush of the wind 

 

4  You call from tomorrow you break ancient schemes 

From the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams 

Our women see visions our men clear their eyes 

With bold new decisions your people arise 

 

CCLI Song # 101393; James K. Manley © 1978, 1980 Manley, James K. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of 

Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21279385/ 21279392 

 

    

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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*CALL TO WORSHIP *** 

Lent calls us to journey, this and every day, 

  following Jesus wherever he leads us. 

Lent calls us to journey: 

  to the place where God covenants with us, 

  to receive the new names we are given. 

 

Lent calls each of us to take up our cross, 

  to trust the One who bears it with us. 

Lent calls us to worship together, 

  to practice justice, to bring God's hope to all people. 

 

Lent calls us to journey with God. 

Let us worship God, who walks with us, 

  this and every day. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION *** 

God, we humble ourselves now in confession: 

  We want to be followers of Jesus, 

   but we do not always want to follow Jesus. 

We don’t even want to listen 

  when the conversation turns toward darkness and death. 

We prefer to indulge ourselves. 

We are eager to put down our crosses. 

We cling tightly to our lives. 

We grasp at worldly rewards. 

Holy and loving God, 

  forgive all of our thoughts and actions 

  that would protect us from the path of Christ.  Amen. 

 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE *** 

God hears our words and make us new, 

  sending us our to bring hope and joy to all the world. 

We hear the good news, 

  we believe the good news, 

  we will live out the good news. 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:          Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16        (Pgs. 11-12) ** 

 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  

         CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CRILDREN ARE PRESENT) 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=72
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION No. 2152 

Change My Heart Oh God                       CHANGE MY HEART 

 

Chorus 

Change my heart oh God  

  make it ever true 

Change my heart oh God  

  may I be like You 

 

Verse 

You are the potter  

   I am the clay 

Mold me and make me,  

this is what I pray. 

 

CCLI Song # 1565 Words: Eddie Espinosa © 1982 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing; For use solely with the 

SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 21279385 

 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:            Mark 8:31-38                 (Pg. 820) ** 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Lesson  

 

 

For the word of God in Scripture,  

For the word of God among us,  

For the word of God within us,   

Thanks be to God!  

 

 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=72
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*GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

SERMON     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

“People of the NEW COVENANT – 

Midterm Exam”   
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*HYMN     

 

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
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PRAYER SONG  

 
Words and music; Ken Medema  © 1973;   Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL 60188  all rights 

reserved; Music in the public domain; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER:  

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG    (As above)  
 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC        Great Is Thy Faithfulness         Duet      

Words and music are public domain; arranged by the performers at time of worship.   

https://www.oremus.org/liturgy/asb/common/lp.html
https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate


Page 10 of 13 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-praise-god-from-whom-all-blessings-flow
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION  
 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 
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*BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE       Grace Alone    Duet 

 

Verse 1 

Ev'ry promise we can make 

  Ev'ry prayer and step of faith 

   Ev'ry diff'rence we will make 

  Is only by His grace 

Ev'ry mountain we will climb 

  Ev'ry ray of hope we shine 

   Ev'ry blessing left behind 

  Is only by His grace 

 

Chorus 

Grace alone which God supplies 

Strength unknown He will provide 

Christ in us our Cornerstone 

We will go forth in grace alone 

 

Verse 2 

Ev'ry soul we long to reach 

  Ev'ry heart we hope to teach 

    Ev'rywhere we share His peace 

Is only by His grace 

Ev'ry loving word we say 

  Ev'ry tear we wipe away 

   Ev'ry sorrow turned to praise 

  Is only by His grace 

 

CCLI Song # 2335524 

Words: Jeff Nelson | Scott Wesley Brown © 1998 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 21279385 /21279392 

 

 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

Liturgist:                      Robert Miles 

Video and Sound Engineer:      Alex Wilderman   

Guest Musicians:                          Ted and Wendy Hagarty 

 

Image on Cover:           Tissot, James, 1836-1902. Get Thee Behind Me, Satan!, from Art in the 

Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56514 [retrieved February 20, 2024]. 

Original source: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brooklyn_Museum_-

_Get_Thee_Behind_Me_Satan_(R%C3%A9tire-toi_Satan)_-_James_Tissot.jpg. 

Background on cover image is found by following this internet link 

 

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public 

domain and are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO 

BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

 

Readings for March 3, 2024 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

Exodus 20: 1-17 / Psalm 19 

1 Corinthains 1:18-25 / John 2:13-20 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56514
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20240220942897445&code=ACT&RC=56514&Row=11
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=73
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=73

