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September 7, 2025

HOLY COMMUNION
ON THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

( ) The congregation will please stand as able
(BOLD-FACED TYPE) Congregation responds

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering
PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP ~ ***

Come, people of God—
We gather to choose life
and follow the way of Jesus.
The Great Physician calls us to a faith
that is full-strength, not watered down.
We come,
ready to receive the whole prescription of God’s love.
Jesus invites us to bring our whole heart,
our whole mind, our whole self.
We come to worship the One who offers life in abundance.
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T HYMN OF PRAISE

170 O How I Love Jesus
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1.There is aname I love tohear, I love to sing its worth;
2. It tells me of a Sav-ior’slove, who died to set me free;
3. It tells of one whose lov- ing heart can feel my deep-est woe;
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it soundslike mu-sic in my ear, the sweet-est name on earth.
it tells meof his preciousblood,the sin-ner’s per-fect plea.
who in eachsor-row bears a part that none canbear be - low.
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O how I love Je - sus, be-cause he first loved me!
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WORDS: Frederick Whitfield, 1855 O HOW I LOVE JESUS
MUSIC: 19th cent. USA melody CM with Refrain

Words and music are in the public domain,; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the provisions of The
United Methodlist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-how-i-love-jesus

+ PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God,
We confess that too often
we want only the easy parts of following You.
We take half-doses of discipleship,
hoping to avoid discomfort or sacrifice.
We cling to the familiar
instead of embracing Your new life.
Forgive us, Lord.
Give us courage to take Your prescription in full—
to love You with our whole heart,
to follow You with our whole life,
and to trust that Your way leads to life.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

T WORDS OF ASSURANCE

God's love is not given in half-measures.
In Christ, we are fully forgiven,

fully restored, and fully made new.
Thanks be to God!

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (Pg. 163) **

ANTHEM
Day by day, dear Lord of these three things I pray,

to see thee more clearly
love thee more dearly,

follow thee more nearly, day by day.

Words and Music by Martin How © 1977, Royal School of Church Music England; Published in America by GIA Publications, Inc.,
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 660638 Reprinted and recorded under Onelicense.net # A-711296.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=72&y=384

 HYMN OF PREPARATION

Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother! 602

Unison
Pibig [

e ———
o J;. = o = o d dl
1 Who is my  moth - er, who is my  broth - er?
2 Dif - ferent - ly a - bled, dif - ferent - ly la - beled
3 Love will re - late us— col - or or sta - tus
4 Bound by one vis - ion, met for one mis - sion
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All  those who gath - er round Je - sus  Christ:
wid - en the cir - cle round Je - sus  Christ,
can't seg - re gate us, round Je - sus  Christ:
we claim  each oth er, round Je - sus Christ:
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Spir - it - blown peo - ple born from the gos - pel
crutch - es and stig - mas, cul - tures” en - ig - mas
fam - 1 ly fail - ings, hu - man de - rail - ings—
here is my moth - er, here is my  broth - er,
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sit at the ta ble, round Je - sus  Christ.
all come to - geth - er round Je - sus  Christ
all are ac - cept - ed, round Je - sus  Christ.
kin - dred in Spir - i, through Je - sus  Christ.
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WORDS: Shirley Erena Murray (1931-) KINDRED
MUSIC: Jack Schrader (1942- ) 5.5.9.5.5.9.

Words and Music © 1992 lope Publishing Company

Words: Shirley Erena Murry © 1992 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL 60188, Music: Jack Schrader © 1992

Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. All Rights Reserved

*GOSPEL LESSON:

Luke 14:25-33
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For the word of God in Scripture,
For the word of God among us,
For the word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!

T GLORIA PATRI

THE GLORY OF THE TRIUNE GOD

71 Glory Be to the Father
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther and to the Sonand to the
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now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A - men.A - men.
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WORDS: Lesser Doxology, 3rd-4th cent. GREATOREX
MUSIC:  Henry W. Greatorex, 1851 Irr.

Words and music are in the public domain,; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the provisions of The
United Methodlist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202

SERMON

Prescriptions from Jesus 1-
“No Half Doses”

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD
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T HYMN

Would | Have Answered when You Called
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1. Would | have an - swered when you called, “Come,
2. Would 1 have fol - lowed where you led Through
3. Would 1 have matched my step  with  yours When
4.0 Christ, 1 can - not search my heart  Through
O ﬂ — . — . . ‘
¢ L | | | | | | I | |
%‘ | | e s — == = —
fol - low, fol - low me!”? Would 1 at once have
an - cient Gal - i - lee, On  roads un - known, by
crowds cried, “Cru-ci - fy!”, When on a rock -y
all its tan - gled  ways, Nor can I with a
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cer - tain mind My  stead - fast - ness ap - praise. |
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would the old, fa - mil - iar round Have
would | soon have hur - ried back Where
would | too have  slipped a - way And
on - ly pray that when you call, “Come,
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held me by its claim And  kept the spark  with -
home and com-fort drew, Where truth you taught  would
left  you there a - lone, A dy - ing king with
fol - low, fol-low me!”, You'll give me strength be -
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in my  heart From burst - ing in - to flame?
not dis - turb The or - dered world 1 knew?
crown of thorns Up - on a ter - r’ble throne?
yond my  own To fol - low faith - ful - ly.

Text: Herman G. Stuemplle, Jr., 1923-2007, © 1997, GIA Publications, Inc.
Tune: KINGSFOLD, CMD: English melody: harm. by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1

958

Words: Herman G. Stuempfle © 1997 GIA Publishing Inc.; Music — KINGSFOLD public domain; Reprinted and recorded with
permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. All Rights Reserved
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-would-i-have-answered-when-you-called

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

PRAYER SONG
LIFE-GIVING BREAD

Ricky Manalo
b
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Life - giv - ing Bread, as our

hearts are trans - formed a - new, and

Life - giv - ing Wine, may we
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share  in a life with you.

Copyright © 1994 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Words and Music: Ricky Manalo © 1994 GIA Publications Inc.;
Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. All Rights Reserved

SILENT PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER

PRAYER SONG (See Above)

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.

OFFERTORY MUSIC
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*DOXOLOGY

THE GLORY OF THE TRIUNE GOD

94 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Praise Je - sus Christ, whose power up - lifts!
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Al - le - lu - ial Al - le - In - ia!
WORDS: Thomas Ken, 1674; adapt. by Gilbert H. Vieira, 1978 LASST UNS ERFREUEN
MUSIC:  Geistliche Kirchengesinge, 1623; harm. by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 88.44.88 with Refrain

Adapt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House

Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist
Publishing House, all rights reserved, Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296.

Offertory Prayer:
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING **

The Lord be with you....

And also with you.

Lift Up Your hearts.....

We lift them up to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.....
It is right to give our thanks and praise

(The Celebrant continues with the prayer for the season, )

..... and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Great Thanksgiving Setting D, TUMH pp.23-24

Sanctus _
Carlton B. Young
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - Iy Lord, God of power and might.
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Heav - en and earth are full of your glo Iy, Ho
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san na in the high est. Bless -ed is he who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high est.

Music © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. Usad by permission.
Source: The United Methodist Hymmnal {1989), p.23.

...... in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.....
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Memorial Acclamation

Carlton BE.Young
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Christ has died, Christ is s - en, Chnst willcome a - gain!

Music © 1989 The Umited Methodist Publishing House. Usad by permission.
Source: The Tnited Methodist Hymmnal {1989), p.24.

..... all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.

The Great Amen

Carlton B. Young
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A men, a ME, a IMET.

Music © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission.
Source: The Umited Methodist Fiymmal (1989), p.24.

Words © 1989 from "A Service of Word and Table; Music © 1989 Carolton R Young permission to reproduce and record is granted
under the provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House;
PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202

The Lord’s Prayer (UMH p. 895)

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

Prayer Following Communion:
Eternal God,
we give you thanks for this holy mystery
in which you have given yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world
in the strength of your Spirit,
to give ourselves for others,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE
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+ HYMN OF DEDICATION
410 Are Ye Able?

Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of... They say unto him, We are able. Matthew 20:22
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I."Are ye a-ble,” said the Mas-ter, “To be cru - ci-fied with me?”
2."Are ye a-ble to re - mem-ber When a thief lifts up  his eyes,
3."Are ye a-ble when the shad-ows Close a-round you with the sod,
4."Are ye a-ble?”still the Mas-ter Whis-pers down e - ter - ni - ty,
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“Yea,"the stur - dy dream - ers an-swered, “To the death we fol-low Thee.”
That  his par-doned soul is wor - thy Of a place in Par - a - dise?”
To be-lieve that spir - it  tri-umphs To com-mend your soul to God?”
And  he -ro - ic spir - its an - swer, Now,as then, in Gal -i - lee.
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“Lord, we are a-ble” Our spir - its are Thine. Re - mold them;
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Words and music are in the public domain,; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the provisions of The
United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202

BENEDICTION

VOLUNTARY
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-are-ye-able-said-the-master

Assisting with Worship today:

Liturgist: Eileen Foss

Video and Sound Engineer: Alex Wilderman

Altar Flowers: In Loving Memory of Hans Walter, given by his family

Cover Image: Bellini, Giovanni, 1426?-1516. Saint Francis in the Desert, from Art in the Christian

Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=54928 [retrieved September 4, 2025]. Original source:
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Giovanni_Bellini_-_Saint_Francis_in_the_Desert_-
_Google_Art_Project.jpg. For more information on the cover-art this week, visit THIS WEBSITE.

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict
accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House,

PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202

Use of non public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-
711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com;

** The scripture guotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used with
permission. All Rights Reserved
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Looking Ahead

Q)

(0 Readings for September 14, 2025
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Exodus 32:7-14 / Psalm 51:1-10
! Timothy 1:12-17 / Luke 15: 1-10

First United Methodist Church

“Feed the Need”
Putting Our Faith into Motion
By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook
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