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JANUARY 7, 2024 
 

Holy Communion for the Baptism of Jesus 
 
 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 
 

Prelude      Meditation on familiar songs;   

Improvised by Joel Lee, guest pianist.   

 
                

*CALL TO WORSHIP      
Creator God, the river of your grace flows about us. 

We enter into its flow,  

deep in wonder, swimming in your grace. 

Rabbi Jesus, you were baptized by John in the Jordan. 

We come with you to be washed in the grace of God, 

  to be immersed in the glory of the Beloved. 

Holy Spirit, you came to Jesus at his baptism like a dove. 

Come to us, and fill us with the joy of your presence, 

  the song of your power, the feathers of delight. 

Give us wings to do your will, and to be your people. 

Alleluia! Come, Spirit of Life,  

  and transform us by your grace. Alleluia! 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE  
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Eternal God, 

  you have created us in your image,  

  but like stones in a muddy stream 

  we are covered with the leavings  

of what we have done 

   and what others have done to us. 

Wash us clean in your grace,  

  forgive our sin,  

  heal our hearts, 

    and restore in us the image of your glory, 

  in the name and the Spirit of your Son, Jesus, 

    the revealer of our salvation. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

In Christ, there is a new creation:  

everything old has passed away  

and everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

Thanks be to God!  

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

New Testament Lesson:               Acts 19:1-7                           (Pg. 903) ** 
 
 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=60
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ANTHEM         Love Came Down at Christmas         

Words by Christina Rosetti (1830-1894)/ Music by Carson Cooman (1982- ) 
 

 

 
A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US 
         

 

 

Love came down at Christmas, 

Love all lovely, love divine; 

Love was born at Christmas, 

Star and angels gave the sign. 
 

Worship we the Godhead, 

Love incarnate, love divine; 

Worship we our Jesus: 

But wherewith for sacred sign? 
 

Love shall be our token, 

Love be yours and love be mine. 

Love to God and to all the world, 

Love for plea and gift and sign. 
Words: Christina Rosetti, public Domain; Music © 2009 Carson Cooman St. James 
Music Press, 4580 State Street Saginaw MI 48603.   Reprinted and recorded with 

permission according to the terms of our license   # 234. 
 

https://firstumcrochester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/fumcorganist_firstumcrochester_onmicrosoft_com/Documents/Documents/FUMC/Music%20Library/Cooman/love-came-down-at-christmas.mp3
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION  

 

 
Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1980 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL; Music by Carlton 
Young © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 Reprinted and 

recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. All rights reserved  

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-when-jesus-came-to-jordan
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*GOSPEL LESSON:            Mark 1:4-11           (Pg. 812) ** 
 

For the word of God in Scripture,  

For the word of God among us,  

For the word of God within us,   

Thanks be to God!  

 

*GLORIA PATRI  
 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the provisions of The 

United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 
SERMON     
 
 

 
 

 

"You Belong Here -1" 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=60
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RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

 

(Touch your forehead) 

My mind belongs to you 

(Touch your heart) 

My heart belongs to you 

(Touch your legs) 

My body belongs to you 

(Stretching out your hands toward the cross) 

My life belongs to you 

  

(Touching your forehead) 

Fill my mind with your knowledge 

(Touching your heart) 

Fill my heart with your wisdom 

(Touching your legs) 

Fill my body with your strength in action 

(Stretching out your hands toward the cross) 

Fill my life with your love 

Remember your baptism in the name of the Father  

  and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and be thankful. 

  

 

 



Page 9 of 17 

 

 

 

 

WESLEYAN COVENANT PRAYER 

“I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, 

  exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things 

  to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, 

  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

  thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

  let it be ratified in heaven.  

Amen.” 

 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 
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*HYMN  

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the provisions of The 
United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-come-let-us-use-the-grace-divine
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PRAYER SONG  
 
 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the provisions of The 
United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 
 

Invitation to Prayer:   

Leader:       "The Lord be with you " 

People:       "And also with you..." 

 

PRAYER SONG    
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC 
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DOXOLOGY 

 

 
Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674, and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; all rights reserved; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

Offertory Prayer:  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   FOR THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 

 

God is with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to the Holy One, our God. 

It is good and beautiful to give God our praise. 

We give you thanks, God, for in the beginning 

  your Spirit brooded over the waters and you brought forth light. 

Through the waters of the Red Sea,  

  you brought your children to freedom. 

By the baptism of water and the word, you created your church. 

All the rivers of the world praise you,  

  and the oceans sing your glory. 

Your grace rains down on us and brings forth life. 

Therefore with all Creation, we sing your praise: 
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Blessed are all who come in your name, 

  and blessed is Jesus, your Christ, 

  baptized in the river Jordan, 

  immersed in your grace, afloat on your love. 

He washes our feet; he dries our tears; 

  he gives us living water when we thirst for life. 

His grace washes us clean and births us anew. 

In his love, we hear your blessing to us: 

  “You are my Beloved, my own, 

   with whom I am delighted.” 
 

Baptized into his death, we are raised with him to new life.  

As long as we break this bread and share this cup 

  we remember his death and resurrection, until he comes again. 
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Therefore, remembering these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 

  we offer ourselves as a living and holy sacrifice, 

  in union with Christ’s offering for us, 

   as we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
 

 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and cup, 

  that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ. 

As you poured out your Spirit on Jesus at the river, 

  pour out your Spirit on us, 

  that we may be for the world the Body of Christ, 

    one with Christ in death and resurrection, 

  one in the Spirit, one in the Body of Christ, 

    moved and empowered by your Spirit 

  to bear your love into this world, 

   in the name of Christ. 

 
Words © 1989 from "A Service of Word and Table; Music © 1989 Elise Eslinger; permission to reproduce is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist 

Hymnal  and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

Prayer Following Communion:   

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 
Words: Jeffery Rowthorn © 1991 Hope Publishing 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL 60188; Music © 1991 Abingdon 

Press; Permission to reprint and record granted under OneLicense.net # A-711296.  All Rights Reserved 

BENEDICTION  

 
VOLUNTARY    
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-jesus-i-have-promised
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Volunteers Assisting with Worship today:    
 

Liturgist:                   Gayle Richards 

Video and Sound:     Brogan Meehan 

Cover Image:        Swanson, John August. River, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 

Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=58577 [retrieved January 2, 2024]. Original source: Estate of John August Swanson, 
https://www.johnaugustswanson.com/. 

Background on the art on today’s cover can be found HERE 
 

The Hymns and Songs from our Hymnals that are not public domain, are used under the copyright 

permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 Nashville 

TN 37202 
 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296  and/or CCLI Copyright #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 
 

**Worship elements from “Unfolding Light”, online resources by Steven Garnass-Holmes.  
 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 
1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used by permission.  All Rights Reserved 
 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
For more about our ministries please visit our website 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  
 

Readings for January 14, 2024 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 / Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20/ John 1:43-51 

 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58577
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58577
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20240102626978045&code=act&RC=58577&Row=40
https://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=61
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=61

