July 12, 2026, 9:30 am

g

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
First United Methodist Church

“Feed the Need”
Putting Our Faith into Motion
By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul



THE CHURCH GATHERS

(*) The congregation will please stand as able.

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP

We hear the voice of God calling,

“Love your neighbor as yourself.”

We feel the Spirit moving among us,

moving us to acts of compassion and justice.

We know the love of Jesus.

We love because Christ first loved us.

Come, worship God together.

Come, let us serve our God, who calls us by name.

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 581 UMH Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service

BEACH SPRING
*SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, it isn’t easy for us to follow the commandments of loving. Jesus said the
greatest commandment is to love God and to love our neighbors. But we have allowed
misunderstanding, fear, hatred, and prejudice to cloud our spirits, turning them away from
those who need our love. We place a test before you, asking that you prove your love to us, or
we threaten not to believe in you. Please forgive us for this foolishness and stubbornness.
Give us the courage to be people who will care for others. Let us dedicate our lives in your
service, always aware of your awesome love for us. This we ask in Jesus’
Name. AMEN.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Though our hearts were hardened to the needs of others, God has touched them with God’s
compassionate care, healing our wounds and giving courage and strength to our souls. Be assured
that God’s love is poured out for you and rejoice! AMEN.

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

The congregation may be seated.

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD

NEW TESTAMENT READING James 2:1-9 (Pg.980) NRSV

SPECIAL MUSIC

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Michele Leahey

*HYMN OF PREPARATION NO. 432 UMH Jesu, Jesu CHERPONI

Please remain standing for the Gospel Lesson.
*GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 22:36-40 (Pg.804) NRSV

For the word of God in Scripture,



For the word of God among us,
For the word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!

*“GLORIA PATRI NO. 71 UMH GREATOREX

SERMON God'’s Vision Through the World Cup 2—
The Universal Rulebook

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD
*HYMN NO. 408 UMH The Gift of Love GIFT OF LOVE

SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYER SONG NO. 471 UMH Move Me MOVE ME

SILENT PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER No0.895 UMH

PRAYER SONG (SEE ABOVE)
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE

*HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 2223 TFWS They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
ST. BRENDAN’S

(Coins for Christ: during the hymn you may bring your coins forward to put in the cross.)

*BENEDICTION

Voluntary:

Worship elements: re: Worship, Ministry Matters
Bible New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

United Methodist Hymnal (UMH) The Faith We Sing (TFWS)
Guest PIANIST RICK MILLS

Liturgist: Sue Raab
Acolyte: Nora Rice
Greeters:

Ushers:

Altar Flowers:

Video and Sound Engineer: Alex Wilderman
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Readings July 19, 2026
Eight Sunday after Pentecost
Philippians 3:13-14 John 21:15-17

God’s Vision Through the World Cup 3—
Ninety Minutes of Grace




