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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

34 South Main Street 

Rochester, NH 03867 

(603) 948-1225 or (603) 948-1179  

Email at Office@firstumcrochester.org  

 

February 11, 2024 
 

 

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 
 

 

(*) The congregation is invited to stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE) Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

PRESENTATION OF SCOUTING MINISTRY    Jill Miltner 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE:   Improvisation by Kevin G. Lindsay 

    

*CALL TO WORSHIP *** 

God of Grace, you say “Let there be light,” 

  and we come into being. 

Christ, light of the world, you shine in us, 

  and we glow with the radiance of your presence. 

Holy Spirit, fire of God, you burn in us, 

  and we bear the beams of your love into this world. 

Christ, may we shine with the light of your grace. 

Alleluia! Come, Spirit of Life, 

  and transform us from within. Alleluia! 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
Words: Carl P. Daw Jr. © 1988 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL, 60188; Music Rowland H. 

Pritchard arr. by Ralph Vaughn Williams 1906, Public Domain; Reprinted & recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-christs-own-bidding-marks-transfiguration
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION *** 

Gentle God, your light shines in all Creation, 

   but we have not looked for it. 

Your light shines in us, 

   but we have not shone fully with your grace. 

Forgive our dullness, 

   cleanse all that obscures your light, 

   and shine in us more perfectly, 

  that we may be light for the world 

   by the grace of Christ, 

  with the radiance of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE *** 

We breathe deeply of the Holy Spirit:  

God’s love radiant in us, whose gifts in us  

enable us to shine with God’s light.  

We trust the power of grace,  

to forgive, to bless, to seek justice,  

to serve God in the way of grace. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:      2 Corinthians 4:3-6      (Pg. 839) ** 

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=69
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ANTHEM   My Eyes for Beauty Pine   Herbert Howells (1892-1983)  

 

 

 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  

         CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CRILDREN ARE PRESENT) 

 

 

My eyes for beauty pine,  

  my soul for God’s grace,  

  no other care nor hope is mine,  

  to heaven I turn my face.   

 

One splendor thence is shed  

from all the stars above;  

`Tis named when God’s name is said,  

`tis Love,  

`tis heavenly Love.  

 

And every gentle heart  

that burns with true desire,  

Is lit from eyes that mirror part  

of that celestial fire.   

Words: Robert Bridges © 1928 Oxford University Press Great Clarendon Street Oxford 

UK;  Music: Herbert Howells (1852-1924) ©1928 OUP; Reprinted and recorded with 

permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved. 
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION    

 

 
Words: Ancient Irish trans. By Mary Byrne, 1905 Public domain; © 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House, 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:            Mark 9:2-9                 (Pg. 829) ** 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Lesson  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-be-thou-my-vision
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=69
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For the word of God in Scripture,  

For the word of God among us,  

For the word of God within us,   

Thanks be to God!  

 

*GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

SERMON     

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

“Weekly Journey to the Mountaintop” 
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*HYMN    Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory           HYMN TO JOY 

1. Swiftly pass the clouds of glory,  

    heaven’s voice, the dazzling light; 

    Moses and Elijah vanish;  

   Christ alone commands the height! 

  Peter, James, and John fall silent, 

    turning from the summit’s rise 

    downward toward the shadowed valley 

    where their Lord has fixed his eyes. 

 

2. Glimpsed and gone the revelation, 

   they shall gain and keep its truth, 

   not by building on the mountain 

   any shrine or sacred booth, 

    but by following the Savior 

   through the valley to the cross 

and by testing faith’s resilience  

through betrayal, pain, and loss. 

 

3. Lord, transfigure our perception 

   with the purest light that shines 

   and recast our life’s intentions 

   to the shape of your designs,  

   till we seek no other glory 

   than what lies past Calvary’s hill 

   and our living and our dying 

   and our rising by your will. 

Words: Thomas H. Troeger © 1994 Oxford University Press Inc. Music: Ludwig V. Beethoven Arranged by 

Edward Hodges, Public Domain: Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-swiftly-pass-the-clouds-of-glory
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PRAYER SONG  

 

 

 

Words & Music: John Bell © 1989 Iona Community, GIA Publications Inc. Agent; Reprinted and recorded with 

permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER:  

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG    (As above)  

 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC        Improvisation     Kevin G. Lindsay    

 

 

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate


Page 10 of 12 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

 

Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 

Words and Music: Graham Kendrick; CCLI Song #30426 © 1987 Make Way Music All rights reserved.  

www.ccli.com CCLI License #21279385 & 21279392  

*BENEDICTION  

 

DEDICATION OF PROJECT LINUS BLANKETS & QUILTS 

 

VOLUNTARY        

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-shine-jesus-shine
http://www.ccli.com/
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

Liturgist:                      Ken Manning 

Video and Sound Engineer:      Zac Cook   

Altar Flowers:       

• In celebration of Alejandra's 12
th

 birthday, with love from her parents and sister.  

• In remembrance of Russell Albert on the 10th anniversary of his passing given by his wife 

Carole Albert 
 

Image on Cover:           Coventry Cathedral - John Piper's baptistery window, from Art in the 

Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54907 [retrieved February 5, 2024]. 

Original source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/dgeezer/2426416488/. 

Background on image is found HERE 

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public 

domain and are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO 

BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

 

Readings for February 18, 2024 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

Genesis 9: 8-17 / Psalm 25:1-10 

1 Peter 3:18-22 / Mark 1:9-15 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54907
https://thevcs.org/let-there-be-light#light-above-water
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=71
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=71

