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October 8, 2023 
 

 

 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE:          

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP *** 

 

The depth, breadth and height of God’s creation  

  knows no bounds 

We are called to be stewards of God’s world. 

Who is exempt from the love of God? 

Even though we turn away from God,  

  God’s love is still poured out to us. 

God, heal our wounded spirits,  

  encourage and inspire us to do your will. 

Be present with us  

  as we grow and learn in our faith. AMEN. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 

 

Words: Fred Kaan © 1968 Hope Publishing Co.380 Main Place Carol Stream IL 60188; Music: CWM RHONDDA, Public 

Domain; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-for-the-healing-of-the-nations
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION *** 

God of infinite forgiveness,  

we implore you this day to forgive those many times  

in which we have turned our backs on you by turning away from the 

needs of the voiceless, the hopeless, the helpless.  

We let ourselves get distracted by schedules and activities  

  which drain us of energy and enthusiasm.  

Light a fire under us, O God, that we may again  

  feel the exciting challenge of being your people.  

Heal our wounds of indifference and apathy;  

  bring us together in harmony and joy  

  to serve you and your creation  

  with peace, justice, and hope.  

It is in the name of your Son Jesus Christ,  

  that we offer this prayer. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS *** 

Feel the powerful warmth of God’s love for you!  

God is with you,  

healing and restoring your lives and bringing you peace.  

This is the good news from our persistent and patient God.  

Thanks be to God!  *** 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:        Exodus 32:1-14              (Pg. 69) ** 

 

The text is provided as context for the sermon.  Due to copyright restrictions the 

music cannot be recorded.  

ANTHEM                           Come Build a Church            Ken Medema 

God of creation, maker of all things,  

  we gather in this place to pray.   

We do invite you come now among us;  

  come and build your church today.   

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=163
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REFRAIN 

Come Build a church with soul and spirit,  

  come build a church of flesh and bone.    

We need no tower rising skyward;  

  no house of wood or glass, or stone.    

Come build a church with human frailty.  

Come build a church of flesh and blood.    

Jesus shall be it's foundation.   

It shall be built by the hand of God.    

 

Let us see the tongues of fire. Let us hear the great wind roar.   

Let us know the awe and wonder, that we've only glimpsed before.   

Let us feel the strength of passion which can make us laugh and weep.   

Let us know this great awakening, for so long we've been asleep.   

 

Let us know the love unceasing, which alone can loose the bounds.    

Reaching out across the chasms, bringing walls of hatred down.   

Let us taste the sweet communion, where the circle never ends.   

Hold us in the sweet connection, turning strangers into friends.  

REFRAIN 

 

Guide our feet in peaceful pathways.  Teach us peace of heart and mind;  

  peace with God and all God's children; till we leave our wars behind.   

Surely joy will come and find us like a breeze that cools the night;   

  like the rains upon the desert; like a candle's gentle light.  

REFRAIN 

 

Words and Music: Ken Medema © 1995 administered by Hope Publishing Carol Stream IL; Reprinted with permission 

under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved. 

 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  

          CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CRILDREN ARE PRESENT) 
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION    

 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:               Matthew 22:1-14                  (Pg. 803) ** 

 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Lesson  

 

For the word of God in Scripture,  

For the word of God among us,  

For the word of God within us,   

Thanks be to God!  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-come-sinners-to-the-gospel-feast
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=163
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*GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

SERMON    Dan L. Saucier Sr.  – Guest Speaker      

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

*HYMN  

“Turning Stewardship into Action” 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/singing-the-faith-plus/posts/a-jolt-of-reality-the-hymns-of-shirley-erena-murray/
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Words: Shirley Erena Murray © 1996; Music Hal Hopson © 1996 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL 

60188;  Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
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PRAYER SONG   The Choir sings….  

 

Hear our prayer O Lord,  

help us seek thy grace, help us find thy peace.  

Words and Music Robert C. Bennett © 1993 The United Methodist Publishing House PO Box 801, Nashville TN 

37202; Reprinted and recorded following the guidelines in the Music Supplement II to the United Methodist 

Hymnal for congregational use. Used by permission.  

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER:  

Leader:       "The Lord be with you " 

People:       "And also with you..." 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

 

PRAYER SONG    The Choir Sings…..    Amen    

 

Words and Music Philip E. Baker © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202; 

Reprinted and recorded following the guidelines in the United Methodist Hymnal for congregational use. Used by 

permission.  

 

 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

 

CELEBRATING LAITY 

 

Words: Henry Smith; CCLI Song #20285 © 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms 

of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #21279385/ #21279392 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC        Improvisation     Kevin G. Lindsay    

 

 

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/PrayerChain
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRmYyZWeNbNOAicl3cNMtCxXHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouae3s6wh3hdLs1VePEz2XyY=
http://www.ccli.com/
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DOXOLOGY 

 

Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 

 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-go-forth-for-god
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Words: John R. Peacey © 1975 Church Publishing Co. Administered by Hope Publishing 380 Main Place Carol Stream, 

IL 60188; Music GENEVA 124, 1551, Public Domain ; Reprinted and recorded with permission under  

OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

*Benediction    

 

VOLUNTARY                                 Improvisation                          Kevin G. Lindsay 
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

 

Liturgist:                      Amy Cook  

Video and Sound Engineer:      Kent Marzoli  

Altar Flowers:       
 

Image on Cover:           Bellini, Giovanni, 1426?-1516. Saint Francis in the Desert, from Art in the 

Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54928 [retrieved October 10, 2023]. 

Original source: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Giovanni_Bellini_-

_Saint_Francis_in_the_Desert_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg. 

Background on Cover art:  Follow THIS hyperlink for more information on the cover art.   

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public 

domain and are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO 

BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 

 

***Worship elements from MINISTRY MATTERS   

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

First United Methodist Church uses the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.  If you would 

like your own copy of the bible used in worship to further your own spiritual journey; please don’t 

hesitate to contact the church office.     

Readings for October 22, 2023 

Twenty First Sunday After Pentecost  

Exodus 33:12-23 / Psalm 99 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 / Matthew 22:15-22 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54928
https://thevcs.org/exhortation-attentiveness/rejoice-lord-always
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=164
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=164

