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March 22, 2026 

 

The Fifth Sunday In Lent 

 

(†) The congregation is invited to stand or (Sit with Gusto)  

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 
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THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

  

PRELUDE   

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

Welcome to the weary and the worn. 

Welcome to the wiggly and the eager. 

Welcome to the skeptical and the seeking. 

Welcome to the early risers  

and those still trying to wake up. 

Welcome to the rule followers  

  and the rule breakers. 

Welcome to those hungry for justice  

  and those desperate for mercy. 

Welcome to the sinners and the saints. 

This is God’s house. 

You can make yourself at home here. 

Let us worship our just,  

  merciful, and faithful God! 
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† HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 
Words: Ruth Duck © 1996, Pilgrim Press 700 Prospect Ave East, Clevland OH 44115-1100; Music: LEONI, Hebrew 

Melody PUBLIC DOMAIN; Reprinted and recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

https://media.methodist.org.uk/media/documents/god-how-can-we-forgive.pdf
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† PRAYER OF CONFESSION & WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Holy God, 

  we love to live our lives by the rules. 

We love clear answers. 

We love right and wrong. 

We love swift justice. 

We love to pick up stones, 

  but you show us another way. 

You welcome shades of gray and nuanced conversation. 

You prioritize mercy over legality. 

You prioritize people over tradition. 

You prioritize love over everything. 

Forgive us for losing sight of what truly matters. 

Forgive us for clinging tighter to laws  

  than to each other or to you. 

Forgive us. Soften our hearts. 

Root us in mercy, justice, and love. 

With hope for a better tomorrow, we pray. Amen. 

 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Church family, 

Jesus saw a crowd ready to throw stones  

  and invited them to choose another way. 

Jesus offered them grace, mercy, and compassion, 

  and the same can be said for us. 

So hear and believe the good news of the gospel: 

Our God is a God of mercy. 

Our God is a God of compassion. 

Our God is a God of grace. 

We are forgiven, loved, and invited to choose another way. 

Thanks be to God for yet another second chance.  Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
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THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

New Testament Lesson:        John 8:2-11                (Pg. 870) ** 

 

 

ANTHEM                           Agnus Dei             Paul Basler  

 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 

—Latin 

 

TRANSLATION: 

 

Lamb of God,  

you take away the sins of the world, 

  have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God,  

you take away the sins of the world, 

  have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God,  

you take away the sins of the world, 

  grant us peace. 

 

Words: From the Latin Mass, Public Domain; Music: Paul Basler © 1997 Plymouth Music Co. Admin by Colla Voce Music 

LLC • PO Box 20484, Indianapolis, IN .46220; Reprinted and recorded by kind permission of Colla Voce Music LLC for 

church use only.  No republishing or sale of recording. 

 

Guest Musician Alex Wilderman - Saxophone 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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† HYMN OF PREPARATION  
 

 

 
Words: Anna Strickland © 2025 Commissioned by A Sanctified Art LLC, Free for Congregational Use   

 

† GOSPEL LESSON:          Matthew 23: 23            (Pg. 805) ** 
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PRESIDER:    For the word of God in Scripture,  

       For the word of God among us,  

       For the word of God within us,   
 

ALL:     Thanks be to God!  

 

† GLORIA PATRI  
 

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

SERMON:            Rev. Patricia Williams (Retired)   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

 

“The Good News Is: - 

 JUSTICE, MERCY AND FAITHFULNESS” 
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† HYMN                  

 
Words and music: public domain; permission to reproduce and record is granted under the provisions of The United 

Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

https://shereadstruth.com/savior-like-a-shepherd-lead-us/
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PRAYER SONG                   

 

 
Words & Music: Ken Medema © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL; Reprinted and 

recorded under oneLicense.net #A 711296 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG         (See Above) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!   

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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† DOXOLOGY 
 

 

Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist Publishing House; Music in the 

public domain; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
 

† HYMN OF DEDICATION 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hymns-stanzas-recite-the-great-commission
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Words Jeffery Rowthorn © 1978 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL; Music: Cyril Taylor 

ABBOTTS LEIGH © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL; Reprinted and recorded under 

oneLicense.net #A 711296 

 

*Benediction  

Voluntary                        
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Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                                                    Susanne Bosso 

Video and Sound Engineer:       Brogan Meehan      

Cover Art: Provided by “A Sanctified Art”,   

 

All Hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship and Song; are used in strict 

accordance to copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing 

House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of non-public domain music and texts are reported weekly using our license with onelicense.net # A-

711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries 

(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements by “A Sanctified Art”   

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 

“Feed the Need”  
Putting Our Faith into Motion 

By Feeding the Body, Mind, and Soul 
 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

Readings for March 29, 2026 

Liturgy of the Palms and Passion of Christ 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 / Matthew 2:1-11 

Isaiah 50: 4-9/ Psalm 21-9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 / Matthew 26:14-27:66 

 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=l&d=33&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=l&d=34&y=17134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=l&d=34&y=17134

