
Vacation Bible School   
 

Our High Seas Expedition will soon be upon us.   Don't forget to 

sign up at https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/fumcvbs/gpgs/

home.aspx or with a paper registration form that can be found in 

the welcome center.   

 

  Vacation Bible School will be taking  a High Seas Expedi-

tion , July 12 -16th from 5pm to 8pm. Come experience stories from 

the Bible with games, crafts, songs and food.   Bring your friends and family for a week of food, fun 

and fellowship.    

 We are still in need of donations.   Donation barrels can be 

found in the welcome center and can be dropped off to the 

office.  We also need soda can tabs for one of our crafts.    

 

        Thank you for all   your support.  

         Linda Smith  

July 
2010 

The  

Messenger 
The First United Methodist Church     Office: 603-332-4170 

The Reverend James A. Cann, Pastor     Email: office@firstumcrochester.org  

 

By getting to know our members, I have found some wonderful people that happen to be single.  

Men and women, who may be divorced or widowed or have never been married.  I feel the church 

has neglected these fellow Christians by not providing support, programs or social opportunities 

that they can grow and feel comfortable in.  Iõm not thinking about a dating club or anything like 

that, but a vision that this church may develop a new and exciting ministry with these single 

adults.  

(Continued on page 4) 

First UMC  

Singles Ministry 

https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/fumcvbs/gpgs/home.aspx
https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/fumcvbs/gpgs/home.aspx
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Church Membership Audit  

 
If you are a member of the church you have made a commitment to serve 

God through your church by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your 

service (and your witness). You were received into membership in a special 

worship service that included important vows by you and the congregation. 

We rejoice to have each and every member in the congregation and in the 

program areas of the church and seek to help everyone to experience the 

love of God.  For home bound members, we make special efforts to include 

you in the loving care of the congregation.  

 

The church Administrative Council is required to audit the membership record and submit a report 

annually to the charge conference, (2008 Book of Discipline , Æ 231).   Since this hasnõt been done 

in several years, it is time to bring our church into compliance with the Discipline and to correct 

errors and changes that may have taken place in our membership rolls, so that we may know the 

needs of the congregation and restore a full relationship with each member and friend of the con-

gregation.  

 

We have several hundred members listed in our records.  Most continue to worship regularly but 

many have moved away, or have stopped coming. In order that we may accurately care for and re-

port our current membership, over the summer, we are going to contact every member and ask 

them directly by letter or phone call whether they 

wish to eitheré.  

 

1. Continue as active members.  

2. Wish to withdraw their membership.  

3. Or have united with another church.  

 

This is a fair way to give all people the opportunity 

to express their wishes so that our records and out-

reach reflect the current reality. More than ever we 

need to have all hands on deck to be in ministry to 

todayõs world through First United Methodist 

Church.  

 

Please take a few moments to return your card as 

soon as you receive it.   

 

Thank You,  

Rev. James Cann, Pastor.  

Feed the Need  
We empower our members with Christ -like values to meet the needs of our communities.  

Pastorõs Page 

Paragraph 230 of The Book of Discipline 

details the records each church is re-

quired to keep. Here are highlights:  

 

Each local church must maintain an accurate 

membership record for each baptized or pro-

fessing member including:  

o Name, address, date and place of birth, date 

of baptism, pastor and sponsors, and, as ap-

propriate:  

o Date of confirmation/profession of faith, 

pastor and sponsors;  

o Date received by transfer, sending church 

and receiving pastor;  

o Date transferred to another church, name 

and address of receiving church;  

o Date of removal or withdrawal from mem-

bership and reason;  

o Date of restoration of professing member-

ship and pastor;  

o Date of death, date and place of memorial 

service, place of burial and officiating pastor.  
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Mid -Year Resolutions Review  
 

Youõve probably forgotten the resolutions you made at the beginning of this 

year, correct?  Here are a few you might consider as a mid -year resolutions 

review.  Theyõre guaranteed to make you a better person, no matter when 

you observe them:  

 

¶ Keep me from the habit of thinking I must say something on every 

subject on every occasion! 

¶ Release me of the burden of trying to straighten out everybodyõs af-
fairs!  

¶ Make me thoughtful but not moody; helpful but not bossy!  

¶ Keep my mind free of the recital of endless details!  Give me wings to 

get to the point!  

¶ Seal my lips on my aches and pains!  They are increasing, and my 

love of hearing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by.  

¶ I ask not for improved memory but a growing humility when my 

memory seems to clash with the memory of others!  

¶ Teach me the glorious lesson, that, occasionally , I may be mistaken!  

 

Give me the ability to see good 

things in unexpected places and 

talents in unexpected people!  
 

And all Godõs children say òAmen!ó 

 

Have a wonderful summer!  

 

Blessings,  

 

Debbie 

Feed the Need   
We will òfeed the needó of the body, mind and soul 

 Associate  

 Pastor  
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About 50% of adults in our community and in the nation are single. We have a great 

opportunity to get to know our single friends.  
 

Reasons to start a singlesõ ministry here at First UMC: 

 

1. To develop an effective outreach in the growing number of single adults in our 

church and community  

2. To enhance church growth  

3. To help fulfill the Great Commission  

4. To help renew the vision and purpose of our congregation. (Feed the Need!)  

5. To meet the needs of single adults who want spiritual growth, healing opportuni-

ties, and social fellowship.  
 

I am inviting all interested singles to attend an initial idea session about starting a 

Singles Ministry, on Monday, July 19 th  at 7:00 pm at the church conference room. 

Come with your ideas about this new exciting ministry.  Get in on the launch of a 

new thing that God will do in our midst maybe as early as the fall of 2010! I invite 

the rest of the congregation to join me in prayer on Sunday mornings as we lift up 

this vision to God.  

 

Rev. Jim Cann, Pastor  

(Continued from page 1) 

Feed the Need   
Putting our faith into motion by feeding the mind, body and soul 

Childrenõs Day, June 13, 2010 
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  News from Finance  

Feed the Need   
To empower our members with Christ -like values to meet the needs of our communities  

It is written òthat man cannot live on bread alone.ó I would add that he does live 

by the grace of God and with the gifts that God bestows upon us and to honor Godõs 

gifts, we as Christians should pay them forward. So far this year that is what we 

have done as Godõs people and as a church. God has given us many gifts and we have 

paid them forward to the church and in turn the church pays them forward to the 

community. I would like to take this opportunity to highlight a few things that our 

giving does.  

We all know that the money in our church budget pays for staff salaries, insur-

ances, utilities, general up keep, Mission Shares to Conference, etc., but how does 

this impact the community? Two examples of having a building right in town are the 

soup kitchen and the Scouts. We sponsor the soup kitchen on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days. This allows for those less fortunate to be able to get a decent meal. Also in the 

winter we have kept the building open extra hours as a warming center for those who 

may not have a place to go or who may not have heat where they are.  

Did you know we sponsor scouts? As a sponsor we allow them access to the build-

ing for meetings, storage for stuff, and the use of the facility for special events. In 

turn the scouts have helped with cleanups, some are members of the church, and 

they participate in scouting Sundays, and the Veteranõs Day service. 

These are just two of the many examples of the impact that an active church can 

have in the community and why the money given for simple things like utilities and 

building upkeep can have a wide reach into the community. In the next few months I 

will be sharing other ways in which we pay forward our gifts.    

        Peace,  

        John Wilderman  

Sharon Parker with her 

Dad, Walter Blackadar, on 

Fatherõs Day 2010. 

As a father has 
compassion for 
his children, so 

the Lord has  
compassion for 
those who fear 

him.  
 

Psalm 103:13  


