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December 13 , 2020  
  

Third  Sunday  of Advent  
 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able  

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds  

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  
 

Silent Prayer and T ime for Centering  

 

Prelude                             

 

*ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING:           Psalm 126  

We come to worship Christ  

Who proclaims good news to the poor,  

  binds up the broken -hearted,  

   frees the prisoner  

  and comforts those who mourn.  

We come to worship Christ  

Who bestows a crown of beauty instead of ashes,  

  the oil of joy Instead of mourning,  

  and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.  

We come to worship Christ  

Who rebuilds ancient ruins  and restores broken places.  

 

    The Advent Candle is lit  
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*HYMN OF PRAISE    

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain;  permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Me thodist Hymnal  and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hail-to-the-lords-anointed
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*Prayer of Confession  

Why do you bother, Jesus,  

 when we are so certain  

 that we can create life for ourselves?  

When we try to pretend  

 that we arenõt frightened of those different from us,  

 that we arenõt driven by our insecurities and greed, 

 that we arenõt overwhelmed by life and its challenges? 

Why do you still come to us?  

Why do you send us your messengers?  

Why do you invite us into the water  

 to be refreshed, washed,  changed?  

Why do you embrace stables and crosses  

 to offer yourself as Shepherd  

  to the lost sheep we are?  

Somehow, it seems,  

 in ways that we may never understand  

 you really are a God of infinite grace;  

Somehow, your judgment and your grace are not op posites,  

 but expressions of the same surprising reality,  

That you always seek to save,  

  to restore, to renew;  

 that your forgiveness and your commandments together  

 offer us a way to be fully alive.  

Thank you.    

Amen.  

 

 

Assurance  Of Pardon  

Our God always seeks to save,  

 to restore, to renew.  

Christõs forgiveness and love offers us a way to be fully alive.  

Alive in Christ,  

 let us share life and peace with one another.  

 

Passing the Peace of Christ  
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THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 

 

New Testament Lesson:                I Thessalonians 5:16 -24                        (Pg. 96 1) 

 

 

Time For the Child in All of Us  

 

 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION       

 

 
 

Reprinted under oneLice nse.net #A 711296  

 

 

 

 

Please remain stand ing  for the reading of the Gospel.  

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-savior-of-the-nations-come
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*GOSPEL LESSON:                           John  1:6 -8, 19 -28                             (Pg. 862 ) 

 

 

Leader:  òThe Word of God, for the People of Godó 

People:   òTHANKS BE TO GOD.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

Gloria In Excelsis       (Greater Doxology)  

 

 
Reprinted under oneLice nse.net #A 711296  

 

 

 

SERMON             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Deck the Halls  "  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

*HYMN    

 
Reprinted under oneLice nse.net #A 711296  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-want-to-walk-as-a-child-of-the-light

