. A
DECK THE HALLS

COMPANY'S COMING WORSHIP SERIES

December 13 , 2020
Third Sunday of Advent

(*) The congregation will please stand as able
(BOLD-FACED TYPE) Congregation responds

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Silent Prayer and T ime for Centering

Prelude

*ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING: Psalm 126
We come to worship Christ

Who proclaims good news to the poor,
binds up the broken  -hearted,
frees the prisoner
and comforts those who mourn.
We come to worship Christ
Who bestows a crown of beauty instead of ashes,
the oil of joy Instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.
We come to worship Christ
Who rebuilds ancient ruins and restores broken places.

The Advent Candle is lit
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*HYMN OF PRAISE

CHRIST'S GRACIOUS LIFE

203 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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1. Hail to theLord’sA - noint - ed, great Da-vid’s great-er ~ Son!
2. He comes with suc-cor speed - y to those who suf-fer wrong;

3. He shall come down like show - ers up - on the fruit-ful earth;
4. To him shall prayerun - ceas - ing and dai-ly vows as - cend;
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Hail in the time ap - poﬁd— ed, his reign on earth be - gun!
to  help the poorand need - y, and bid the weak be strong;
love, joy, and hope,like flow - ers,spring in his path to birth.
his kingdom still in - creas - ing, a  king-dom with-out end.
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He comesto break op - pres - sionm, to  set the cap-tive free;
to  givethemsongsfor sigh - ing, their darknessturn to light,
Be - fore him, on the moun - tains, shall peace, the her-ald, go,

The tide of timeshall nev - er his <¢ov-e-nant re - move;
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to take a -waytrans-gres - sion,and rule in eq-ul - ty.

whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, are preciousin his sight.
and righ-teousness, in foun - tains,from hill to val-ley flow.
his name shallstandfor - ev - er; that nameto us is love,
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WORDS: James Montgomery, 1821 (Ps. 72) ELLACOMBE

MUSIC:  Gesangbuch der H. W. k. Hofkapelle, 1784, alt; 76.76 D
adapt. and harm. by W. H. Monk, 1868

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the

provisions of The United Me thodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hail-to-the-lords-anointed

*Prayer of Confession
Why do you bother, Jesus,
when we are so certain
that we can create life for ourselves?
When we try to pretend
t hat we arenot f ridffarenefromus, of t hose
that we arendot driven by our insecurities
that we arendot overwhelmed by I|Iife and it
Why do you still come to us?
Why do you send us your messengers?
Why do you invite us into the water
to be refreshed, washed, changed?
Why do you embrace stables and crosses
to offer yourself as Shepherd
to the lost sheep we are?
Somehow, it seems,
in ways that we may never understand
you really are a God of infinite grace;
Somehow, your judgment and your grace are not op posites,
but expressions of the same surprising reality,
That you always seek to save,
to restore, to renew;
that your forgiveness and your commandments together
offer us a way to be fully alive.
Thank you.
Amen.

Assurance Of Pardon

Our God always seeks to save,

to restore, to renew.
Christds forgiveness and |l ove offers us a v
Alive in Christ,

let us share life and peace with one another.

Passing the Peace of Christ
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THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD

New Testament Lesson: | Thessalonians 5:16 -24 (Pg. 961)

Time For the Child in All of Us

*HYMN OF PREPARATION

Savior of the Nations, Come
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1. Sav - ior of the na - tions, come; Vir - gin’s Son, make
2. Not by hu - man flesh and blood, But the Spir - it
3. Won-drous birth! O won - drous child Of the Vir - gin
4. From God’s heart the Sav - ior speeds, Back to God his
5. Bright-ly doesChrist’s man - ger shine, Glo - rious is its
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here your home. Mar - vel now, O  heav’n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God  made flesh,
un - de - filed! Ver - y God, and Mar - y’s  son,
path-way leads; Out to van-quish death’s com-mand,
light di - vine. Night can - not this light sub - due;
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and  fresh.
Ea - ger now his race to run!
Back to reign at God’s  right hand.
Let our faith shine ev - er new.

Text: Veni Redemptor gentium; ascr. to St. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German tr. by Martin Luther, 1483-1546; English tr. sts. 1-3, 5 by
William M. Reynolds, 1812-1876, alt.; st. 4 by Martin L. Seltz, 1909-1967, alt., © 2006, Augsburg Fortress
Tune: NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND, 77 77; Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, Wittenberg, 1524

Reprinted under onelLice nse.net #A 711296

Please remain stand ing for the reading of the Gospel.
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-savior-of-the-nations-come

*GOSPEL LESSON: John 1:6-8, 19 -28 (Pg. 862)

Leader: ofhe Word of God, for the People of God
People: 0 THANKS BE TO GOD. ¢

Gloria In Excelsis (Greater Doxology)
A Refrain/,’ , |\
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Glo - ri -a in ex-cel-sis De-o!
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Glo - ri -a in ex-cel-sis De - ol

Text: 77 77 with refrain; trad. French carol, ca. 18th cent,; tr. fr. Crown of Jesus Music, I, London, 1862;
tr. by James Chadwick, 1813-1882, and others, alt. Music: Trad. French carol.
Reprinted under onelice nse.net #A 711296

SERMON

"Deck the Halls "
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD

*HYMN

Reprinted under onelLice nse.net #A 711296
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-want-to-walk-as-a-child-of-the-light

