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CHURCH CONFERENCE - SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 1st @ 2 PM on ZOOM
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SERVICES WILL BE
HELD INDOORS AT
9:30 AM UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE.
ONLINE SERVICES
ARE STILL AN
OPTION.

First United Methodist Church
34 South Main Street
Rochester, NH 03867
603-948-1179
www.firstumcrochester.org

Our annual Church Conference will be held on Sunday 11/1 at 2 PM. Because of the pandemic, this
year’s meeting will take place online using Zoom. A
link will be provided for all who are able to join us.
The Church (or Charge) Conference is one of the
most historical and fundamental aspects of our identity as United Methodists. It is both a celebration of our
past and a corporate commitment to where God is
leading us in the coming year. Our District Superintendent, Rev. Taesung Kang will preside over this
meeting. Please join us
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Feed the Need
To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God

.

PASTOR’S CORNER

Dear Friends,
By the time you read this, we will have been worshiping in person for nearly
one month. It is pleasing to be able to report that thus far things are going
well. Needless to say, we all know that COVID-19 is very unpredictable, so
even as I write this I have to wonder if we will have to pull back at some
point. I do believe we have an excellent team of people guiding us in every
aspect of re-opening our facility and restarting worship, and they are actively monitoring conditions
With that said, none of us knows how long it will be until we resume our
“regular” schedule of services (8:30 & 10 AM) on Sundays. For the time
being, we are not ready to offer more than one in-person worship service on
Sunday mornings. Most people are fine with a 9:30 AM service as a compromise, though we have heard from some who yearn for an earlier start
time and some who want a later start time. I want everyone to know that the
Reopening Team has heard you, but we just cannot accommodate those requests yet. I beg your patience and understanding as this is truly a unique
situation. None of this is as I want it to be either. We are all in the same
boat. Let us trust that our One true Captain will bring us to safer shores and
soon.
In addition, I am pleased to report that we currently have a confirmation
class of six wonderful youth who have been preparing for nearly one year
for their confirmation day. The pandemic certainly caused changes to their
overall experience, but they have nearly completed their preparation and are
excited to make their confirmation on November 22nd. It will be an incredibly special day and I urge you to pray for these young men and women:
Zach Cook, Lily Hunt, Jason Libby, Jonathan Murphy, Eben Tompson, and
Jayden Watson. I also ask you to join me in thanking our mentors: Kaitlin
Ciccarello, Kevin Lindsay, Spencer Lindsay, Robert Molinaro, Jon Pyrich,
and Erin Saucier.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, based on all that I have written here,
it should be obvious just how important First United Methodist Church is to
the people who make up our congregation and community. From the younger among us to the older, our church is a family. We aren’t perfect. We don’t
always agree on what’s best for the church or the family, but we do want
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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Gail Karcher

15 Helen Marison

3

Madilyn Gabbard

16 Charlie DeVito

4

Lily Hunt

19 Nathan Bennett

6 Jennifer Wolforth

19 Jacob Bennett

6

Erin Kelly Saucier

19 Cecelia Avelino

7

Jennifer Gustafson

19 Robert Sturtevant

8

Paul Howard

21 Helen Constantine

8

Patrice Hunt

22

9

Lisa Hernandez-Parsell

24 Mary Marquardt

Lynn Russell

12 Bill Casey
12 Beverly Cormier
12 James Lotter
12 Bethany Saucier

If you do not see your birthday listed on our
monthly list, or if something is incorrect, please
contact the church office and/or send an email to
me at bassbeagle2@gmail.com.
Judy Saddler, Editor
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FUMC Heritage Happenings
The FUMC Holiday Fair has been an annual event each November, at least until COVID-19 became part of our lives. Let us return to the last century, in the old Educational Building, and using these pictures to trigger our memories, have a 2020 Virtual
Holiday Fair.

Feed the Need
We bring the Word of Jesus Christ to our communities and the world.

PASTOR’S CORNER (continued)
what is best for both. Because of that, we care for the people and we
care for the building, which makes us caretakers - or to use a more
“churchy” word, stewards. Each year we are all asked to prayerfully
and faithfully consider the stewardship of the gifts and resources that
have been entrusted to us. Part of that involves commitment, and like in
any family, commitment involves Time, Talent, and Treasure to keep
things moving and to ensure a safe place to Learn, Grow, and Become
all that our Creator has dreamed us to be. I thank you for doing your
part.
Peace and love,
Pastor Jeff

ONLINE SERVICES WILL CONTINUE TO BE OFFERED
Rae Blackadar in the Cookie Room

INDEFINITELY.
PLEASE NOTE: Printed copies of the worship service bulletin will be available for you to pick up in the Welcome Center
during office hours, or by arranging with staff or lay-leader for
access. There are also Bibles and Hymnals available for you to
bring home for your personal devotion and prayer life. We encourage you to stay connected as best as you can and we will do
our best to continue to evolve our ministry to meet the needs of
the community we serve.

The Jewelry Room

Kent Marzoli, Records and History
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The PDF bulletin will have some "HYPERLINKS" that you can
follow that will take you to websites with information on the
hymn(s) we are singing, or settings of something that the choir
has in its library. We can't print or stream those things during
our "Live-streaming" due to the copyright restrictions, but we can
POINT the way to them. Feel free to follow the links if you want
to learn more about the writing of a particular hymn, or hear the
setting the choir would have been singing..... -Kevin Lindsay,
Director of Music
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Prepare for Worship in November
November 1st - All Saints Day, Sacrament of Holy Communion
Texts: Revelation 7:9-17, Matthew 5:1-12
Title: Saints with BE-attitudes
Theme: All Saints' Day stirs images of the great cloud of witnesses gathered so
near to us. Revelation pictures saints from every place and time—everyone is
there—singing in the presence of God. The Beatitudes affirm those who are marginalized by humility, sorrow, care-giving, longing for right relationships with
God and neighbor, and even living the gospel of Jesus Christ. What appears weak
or impoverished to the world actually touches the heart of God. As we allow God
to direct more and more of our life-choices, we grow in holiness as we are filled
with love.
November 8th - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Texts: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Matthew 25:1-13
Title: The Choice is Yours
Theme: Today’s scriptures remind us that we need persistence, patience, and
faithfulness for the long haul. But first and foremost, they remind us that it all
begins with a choice: Whom will we serve?
November 15th - 24th Sunday after Pentecost
Texts: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, Matthew 25: 14-30
Title: Stewardship and Redemption
Theme: The Gospel recounts Jesus’ parable of the talents and the judgment God
metes out based on how we use our gifts. Redemption, therefore, is tied to stewardship. Redemption comes to those who make the most of God’s gifts, and those
who work for the kingdom.
November 22 - Reign of Christ/Christ the King Sunday, Sacrament of Baptism, Rite of Confirmation
Texts: Ephesians 1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46
Title: Duties Worthy of the King
Theme: Being a ruler of sheep is probably not all that kingly a duty, and yet it is
the servant-call that Christ has accepted in our lives and in our world. Today’s
scriptures remind us that caring selflessly is the work of Christ our King, and also
the work to which we are called. To be those who claim the name “Christian” is
to follow our servant-master and become servants to all in need.
November 29 - 1st Sunday of Advent
Texts: Isaiah 64:1-9, Mark 13:24-37
Title: Asleep at the Switch
Theme: Advent marks a new year in the liturgical life of the church and a season
of waiting and preparing for Christ’s appearing. We remember and we anticipate.
We hope and we act. We keep watch, not knowing when the head of the house
will arrive, lest we be found asleep at the switch.
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News From NOW
We will be hosting 2 Blood
Drives.
Nov 7 from 9-2
Dec 5 from 9-2
To donate, sign up online at RedCross.org. Look for
the link to FUMC
We will be taking donations for 10 Holiday food baskets to be distributed through the office.
November will be our Annual Mission of the Month of
personal care items for the youth of UM Economic
Ministry in Salem Maine.
Souped Up Sunday will be takeout style on the 4th
Sunday of each month

VOLUNTEER HOURS
Please don’t forget to keep track of your
volunteer hours and submit to the office c/o Don
Raab when you can.
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CASSAROLE COMMITTEE

An Invitation from St. John’s
UMC in Dover
DRIVE-IN CANDLE VIGIL FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

The Casserole Committee provides meals for people in
our church family during difficult times. Anyone who is
in need of meals may call one of the two Chairpersons:
Diane Marzoli 332-1766 or Dottie Bickford-Longo 6645552, or contact the office for assistance. Please let
us know whether you have any dietary restrictions!
We always bring enough food for the whole family. If
you can help, either by cooking or buying a meal, we
need you! Thanks.

ROCHESTER FELLOWSHIP KITCHEN

St. John’s United Methodist Church’s Racial Justice Team is sponsoring a drive-in Candle Vigil on Tuesday, Nov. 24th from 7:00
AM to 7:00PM in our church parking lot at 28 Cataract Avenue
in Dover, NH.
At 12:00 Noon and 6:45 PM, our church bells will ring African
American spiritual hymns, to remind us of the rich musical heritage
our brothers & sisters of color have brought us through the years.
We invite you to come & spend some time in your car, reflecting silently on our understanding of the current racial movement, what has
led to it over the years, and how we might bring understanding &
support.
As you enter the parking lot, stop at the table near the church sign,
put on your mask & take a battery-operated candle and an information sheet. Then drive into the parking lot and find a place to
park. (You do not need to wear a mask, while you’re in your car.)
Spend as much time as you like there in your car with your lit candle,
reading the information sheet & going online to our church’s website
for additional information: links to quotations, thought-provoking
short videos, and a list of recommended books, movies and videos.
Before you depart, put on your mask & leave your lit candle on the
table in the parking lot, signifying that we are united in our desire for
justice and equity for all.

A BIG FUMC “THANK YOU” to all the teams who are
continuing to serve people through the ministry of Fellowship
Kitchen! You are a blessing
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To learn more, visit
www.stjohnsdover.org
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Prayers And Condolence:
Family & friends of Kevin Morgan, Family of Mary Bickford,
Family & friends of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg, Family & friends of James “Jeff” Webb, Family & friends
of Marjorie Ollila, Family & friends of Marlow Hanson, Family
& friends of Russell Howard
Prayers and Concerns:
Dottie Bickford-Longo, Bertha Huckins, Robin Stevens, April
Morgan & family, Michael Berube, Victims of wildfires & firefighters, Jane Combs, Cheyenne Noble, Matt Peterson & family, John Hunt, Lorie Tweedy and family, Keith & Sarah Lindsay
and Sarah's Mom Robin, Carrie Foss & family, Mickey Hashem, Rev. Jim & Maryanne Weiss
Congratulations & Celebrations:
Happy 63rd Wedding Anniversary to Cindy and Larry Edgerly
on 9/15, Happy 26th wedding anniversary Jeff and Patrice
Hunt on 10/8, Celebrating Patrick Combs and Sinehan Kerman's wedding on 10/9, Celebrating Jordan Watson and Ryan
Fowler's wedding on 10/10, Celebrating Carol and Bill Casey's
58th wedding anniversary
Prayers For The Ministry We Support:
We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family

ONLINE PRAYER
Prayer requests may be sent to Pastor Jeff
(jjhrev@gmail.com) by 11 AM on Wednesdays for inclusion in the Weekly Prayer List. In order to have a prayer
request shared during online worship, the request must
be submitted by Noon on Thursdays. Services are recorded on Thursday eveninGS.
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Two key leadership positions need to be
filled!
We have been unable to secure chairpersons for the Finance
Committee and the Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee for
over a year. These are required administrative responsibilities
for every local UMC. Please prayerfully consider if God is calling
you to serve in one of these roles. To receive more information
or volunteer, please contact Pastor Jeff.

HELP NEEDED FOR REOPENING
There are a number of tasks to be accomplished on Sunday
mornings as we reopen our building for in-person worship services. These tasks will include, but are not limited to: greeting,
seating direction, providing assistance as requested, answering questions, etc. Are you comfortable lending a hand? Contact Pastor Jeff or Dan Saucier (Jr.) if you are willing to volunteer!

WILL YOU HELP OUR WORSHIP TEAM???
We have weekly opportunities to serve as liturgist or to provide the children’s message. Just let Pastor Jeff know.
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WEAR A MASK - SAVE A LIFE!
Mask wearing during the Coronavirus crisis not only protects
the wearer, it also protects those the wearer comes into contact
with. It may help save a life! Simple instructions for making
them may be found online. Thank you for being good to yourself and to others!

Please practice social distancing and quarantine as much as
possible.

PROJECT LINUS
Thank you to all who have made it possible to continue
making Project Linus blankets through this pandemic.
While we have not been able to gather together we have
continued to work as a team with our drop off and
pickup system. Thank you team. Thanks to all who
have donated items and finished blankets. We will be
dedicating blankets on November 8. Please bring in
any additional blankets before then. Thanks to all who
keep this ministry of bringing comfort to children
through blankets going.

Christmas is Coming—Help First
FUMC While You Shop
If you shop Amazon, particularly while remaining socially dis-

tant during the COVID-19 crisis, use this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459 . When you do, a percentage of what you spend is donated to our church. In addition,
AmazonSmile customers can now support First United
Methodist Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and
Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to
turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
·
·
·
·
·

Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping
app and tap into 'Settings'
Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions
to complete the process

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping
app, update your app.

10

For UMCOR school kitsThank you to all who donated items for the UMCOR
school kits. We have enough supplies to fill 30 kits in
the spring for the annual collection at Annual
Conference.
Thanks - Cindy
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FROM THE BENCH
Shortly before the newsletter deadline I was trying to piece together thoughts on the Psalms that we are studying via zoom
class. However, last week the news that Marjarie Ollila passed
away hit me hard. Every time I sit down at the piano I am reminded of the presence of Marjorie and Leo Ollila.
Shortly after the Organ had been dedicated and the Committee
publicized the next project of a used or new grand-piano; this
lovely couple approached me after a chapel service as I was
about to go get the choir warmed up. They wanted to "help
finish" the fundraising for the project they read about in the
newsletter. I politely told them what we had so far, and how
far we had still to go given that new Grand-piano's could be
found between 20,000 and 70,000 depending.... Imagine my
surprise and having to pry my foot out of my mouth, when they
shared with me: "yes, we understand all of that as our daughter
works at Steinway & Sons, and we want to have them build or
suggest the right piano for the room...." I don't remember
much from the rest of that Sunday service except that the Choir
and Organ Committee were very forgiving of my tardy arrival
and some tears shed realizing that God was answering prayer. I
will share that story for the rest of my life as it exemplifies what
some people will give to the church and how God uses that gift
no matter how big or small, to demonstrate to the world, GOD's
GLORY!
In similar circumstances, an opportunity arose during the recent
shut-down of our public worship, to obtain a moveable platform
for the Organ Console to be moved as easily as the Steinway.
Thanks to the generosity and use of the Winkley and Dass
memorial funds, we will have an Organ Console platform by the
middle to end of November. I/we are surrounded by a great
cloud of witness's when we see the names on plaques or windows as small yet powerful reminders of their response to the
word of God. May we be so moved as to continue to be witness's to that great love in our song in this generation and the
next.

ELECTRONIC GIVING TO
SUPPORT FUMC
We need your help. Needless to say, weekly giving has decreased due to our inability to be physically present for worship each Sunday. Our expenses continue even during the
COVID-19 crisis. We understand that some may not be able to
continue to give due to layoffs/furloughs or illness. If you need
assistance, please let Pastor Jeff know. We can assist you
through the generosity of others. If you have the means and
desire to temporarily give more to offset what others cannot,
please do so. Thank you for being the church!
Please consider using the Give+ app (download from the App
Store or Google Play store, or set up automatic ACH payments
through Vanco. Contact Kate Marcotte for more information
at simplek79@yahoo.com .

May God continue to be glorified in all we give back to him in
our music. In the immortal words on Bach's inscription on all
his compositions.... Soli Deo Gloria!
Kevin Lindsey
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