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WORSHIP WITH US!!!
MOVED TO AN ONLINE FORMAT
Visit www.firstumcrochester.org and look for the
link near the bottom of the page.
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Sunday Worship Services are:
Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10 a.m.
Nursery at 10 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
34 South Main Street
Rochester, NH 03867
603-948-1179
www.firstumcrochester.org

REMINDER: Online Coffee Hour follows at 11:30 AM
using the ZOOM format.
We will email a link.

WEAR A MASK - SAVE A LIFE!
Mask wearing during the Coronavirus crisis not only protects
the wearer, it also protects those the wearer comes into contact
with. It may help save a life! Simple instructions for making
them may be found online. Thank you for being good to yourself
and to others!
Please practice social distancing and quarantine as much as
possible.
1

Feed the Need
To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God

Dear Friends,

PASTOR’S CORNER

As I sit composing this message to you in mid-June, I am also reflecting on recent events with sadness, anger, and frustration. As if
COVID-19 were not enough of a problem to contend with, racism
has once again reared its ugly head, both in how black people receive care, and in poorly disguised lynchings, not to mention countless other ways inequality and apathy become evident. I have been
thinking a lot about what I, and we, can do to make our society
more just and equitable. Frequently my tendency is to think about
how I need to work to bring change around me. Perhaps you join
me in this. I have learned that this is obviously essential, but I am
reminded again that this journey we are on fundamentally requires
us to change inwardly.
This need for introspection was brought clear to me in a call to action from the organization, Faith in Action, inviting all faith leaders to
join "in uprooting theologies and practices that promote or accommodate interpersonal, structural, and systemic racism, and replace
them with life-giving ways of making meaning, building relationships, and reconstructing just systems and structures." As Faith in
Action plainly put it, we join in a journey where we must learn to
atone, affirm and act.
Similarly, our United Methodists Bishops have asked each of us to
"name the egregious sins of racism and white supremacy and join
together to take a stand against the oppression and injustice that is
killing persons of color." I pray that we will faithfully respond to the
Bishops challenge in concrete ways with courage and steadfastness. I also pray that we will seek the inward change necessary to
do this work effectively.
For over 400 years white people in this country have contributed to
a culture that has literally and figuratively choked the life out of people of color. It is way past time to say “No More!” In Christ, all people are of sacred worth. Together, looking inwardly and then acting
outwardly with faith, hope, and love, we can be a better church for
ourselves, and for our world.
Peace and love, Pastor Jeff
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Thank you does not seem adequate to express
my gratitude for all the beautiful notes and
cards I received when Charlie died. Because of
the Covid virus, I was not able to have a
memorial service for him so the cards I
received serve as that memorial and I will
treasure them forever. I am moving to an
independent living community in Waco, Texas,
where I will be only a few miles away from
David and his wife Laurel.

My new address from the 10th of July on will
be: Ann Whitford, The Delaney, Apt 4427,
2121 W Highway 6, Waco, TX 76710.
Love to all of you, and as Charlie always said,
Grace and Peace,
Ann
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Feed the Need
We bring the Word of Jesus Christ to our communities and the world.

The 4th Annual Community Photography Show
was sponsored by the Rochester United Methodist
Church and Rochester Main Street!
The Covid-19 pandemic prevented our usual format but we
wanted to continue to provide the opportunity for local area
amateur photographers to share their special photos. Thank
you photographers for sharing your talents with us. All photos
can be found at www.firstumcrochester.org

When Will Our Church Reopen?

Our first virtual show is made possible by John Wilderman’s
patience and technical expertise. Thank you John.
Special thanks to each of our judges – Barry Nation of
Winterwood Photography, Tanya Lee Hervey of Tanya Lee
Hervey Photography and Don Chick of Don Chick Photography for their support and judging these special photos.

In these economic times we did not seek prize donations from
the local business community. We thank them for their past
generosity and support. This year through the generosity of
Barry Nation, Granite Steak and Grill, Hervey’s Tire
Company and Windjammers Restaurant we are able to offer
prizes for Best of Show and each judge’s favorite. 1st and
2nd place in each category and Special Merit awards will
receive ribbons. Congratulations!
Thank you for joining us in congratulating the winners. Enjoy
the Show!
To see the photographs and a list of winners, go to FUMC
website:

www.firstumcrochester.org

As of the publishing of this edition of The
Messenger, we still do not have a timeline to work
with regarding the re-opening of our church to
regular activities and in-person worship. While
some churches have begun that process, we are
waiting on the direction and leadership of our
Bishop. We do have a group of persons who have
begun conversations about the “how” of reopening.
We encourage you to be patient, to watch for updates via email, Facebook, and the church website, and to try to be sensitive to the complexities of
keeping all of us safe - which is our foremost
priority.
Thank you for your understanding!
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Prepare for Worship at FUMC!

JULY 2020

The Last Installment of Our Pentecost Sermon Series: God’s
Creative Connection Even as God’s Spirit is doing a new thing,
we know that the Spirit has been active since the very beginning.
Date: July 5 - The 5th Sunday after Pentecost, Communion Sunday Texts: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Matthew 11:28-30
Title: Designing Love Theme: God brings people together to be
in relationship with one another. Jesus desires to be in relationship with us.
Sermon Series: Broken - Good News for Tough Times A
sermon series based on Paul’s letter to the Romans
about hope and encouragement during times of
difficulty.
July 12 - The 6th Sunday after Pentecost Texts: Romans 8:1-11,
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 Title: Broken Spirits, Broken Bodies
Theme: Our sin and pain damages our bodies as well. Be grateful
that God sent the Son to save us from sin so that we might have
abundant life in him..
July 19 - The 7th Sunday after Pentecost Texts: Romans 8:12-25,
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 Title: Labor Pains Theme: God will bring
restoration in spite of our pain and brokenness.

And... Recipient of the 2020 First United
Methodist Church Good Citizenship
Award sponsored by the Nurture,
Outreach, and Witness Committee.
This award is given to a Spaulding High School
student, selected by the school’s Scholarship
Committee, who consistently practices good
citizenship, community service, and exemplary
scholarship. We are pleased to be able to present
this award to Riley Brooks.
The award comes with a check for $316, which is
reflective of John 3:16 “For God so loved the
world that he gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but
have eternal life.”

July 26 - The 8th Sunday after Pentecost Texts: Romans 8:26-39,
Matthew 13:45-46 Title: Inseparable Theme: No amount of brokenness can separate us from God’s love in Christ.
4
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OUR FUMC-RELATED 2020 GRADUATES!
(In Alphabetical Order)
Madison VanderHill, University of Wisconsin, Bachelor
of Nursing. She will be working in the Postpartum Unit at
Meriter Hospital in Madison, WI and studying for her board
exams. Madison is Anthony DeVito’s fiance’.
Alex Wilderman, Keene State College, 2 full Bachelor’s
degrees: Music Composition and Music Technology. Alex is
the son of John and Julie Wilderman.
High School: Izabelle Brill, Spaulding High School. Will be
attending college online and working. Izabelle is the
daughter of Roy and Donna Brill
Elannah Langlois, Concord High School, June
13th. Elannah is the grandchild of Ken and Donna
Downes.
Robert Miles II, Spaulding High School. Going on to
Plymouth State University to study Music Education with a
minor in meteorology.
Emma White, Spaulding High School. Will be attending
Central Michigan University. Emma is the daughter of
Bruce and Linda White.
Hudson White, Spaulding High School. Will be attending Bridgewater State University. Hudson is the son of
Bruce and Linda White.
Michael Wolforth, Spaulding High School. Going on to
Granite State Trade School to study HVAC. Michael is the
son of Bill and Jennifer Wolforth and the grandson of
Henry and Janice Wolforth.
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.Prepare for Worship at FUMC!

AUGUST 2020

August 2 - The 9th Sunday after Pentecost, Communion Texts: Romans 9:1-5, Matthew 14:13-21 Title: All-Inclusive Grace Theme: In
spite of our human differences, God chooses us all, and God gives us
the gift of grace no matter what.
August 9 - The 10th Sunday after Pentecost Texts: Romans 10:5-15,
Matthew 14:22-33 Title: Fulfillment Theme: Only grace can repair
what is broken in our spiritual lives. It is not something we can do
on our own. May we trust God enough to step out into the storm.
August 16- The 11th Sunday after Pentecost (Last Sunday of
the Sermon Series) Texts: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew
15:21-28 Title: God is in Control Theme: Paul’s Letter to the Romans reveals how God repairs brokenness through grace and
unwavering love. God’s plan is restoration and wholeness.
August 23 - The 12th Sunday after Pentecost Texts: Romans 12:1-8,
Matthew 16:13-20 Title: When Stones Wobble Theme: There are
times when those things in which we put our trust disappoint or
fail us. None of us is perfect and neither is any institution. Yet, God
is always trustworthy and grace-full.
August 30 - The 13th Sunday after Pentecost Texts: Romans 12:9-21,
Matthew 16:21-28 Title: Holy Mystery Theme: It was difficult for the
disciples of Jesus to grasp what he was saying to them sometimes.
Jesus was and is a Holy Mystery, and we are participants in the mystery. Most of our trouble comes when we focus on human thoughts
instead of the divine.
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Anthony Mozelak 18

JULY 2020
Pamela Prendergast 3

Lorie Tweedy

20

Sharon Parker

21

Sue Parsell

21

6

Diane Marzoli

6

Mary Ann Weiss

6

Kristen Sturtevant

7 Sturtvant
8 Sally Dyer

Ann Whitford
Mary Wolforth

19

Walter Casler

Justin Libby

Matthew

22
25

Henry McManus

9 Daniel Saucier (Jr) 26
10 Christopher Lotter 29
11 Milt Smith
29

Judy Brownell

12

Kenny Downes

12

Jonas Gustafson

14

Pat Christian

17

Sue Raab
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OUR FUMC-RELATED 2020 GRADUATES!
(In Alphabetical Order)
College/University: Steven Colestock, Villanova University,
MBA in Human Resources. Steven is the grandchild of Paul
and Doreen Howard.
Jonah Hunt, St. Michael’s College, Bachelor of Arts, Summa Cum Laude, Political Science/Spanish. Has relocated to
Essex Junction, VT and is seeking full-time employment. Jonah is the son of Rev. Jeff and Patrice Hunt. Caitlin Labonte,
University of New Hampshire, Bachelor of Science, Medical
Microbiology. Currently working in the Emergency Department at Exeter Hospital to accumulate 1500 patient contact
hours, a prerequisite to apply to school for the Physician Assistant program. Caitlin is the daughter of Tammy Labonte
Katie Menard, Bentley University, double major: Business
Management and Ethical Leadership. Katie is the daughter of
Ron and Elaine Menard.
Robert Sturtevant, Keene State College, Bachelor of
Arts, Magna Cum Laude, English Education. English Department Award for Excellence in Literature. Will teach
English at Spaulding High School beginning this fall. Rob
is the son of Tom and Kristen Sturtevant and grandchild of
Henry and Janice Wolforth.
Kelly Thomas, Albright College, Bachelor of Communications, Summa Cum Laude. Kelly is the grandchild of Paul
and Doreen Howard.
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FUMC Heritage Happenings
AUGUST 2020
Donna Walter

1

Zackery Cook

3

Karen Clarke

4

Jim McDevitt

5

Larry Edgerly
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Continuing our series on the symbols in our window…..

Anthony Mozelak

9

Dove and Olive Sprig – Sometimes used as a symbol for the flood,
it denotes peace, forgiveness and anticipation of new life.

Dan Henderson

8

Bernard Chase

10

Lisa Routhier

10

Nina Orchard

11

Bertha Huckins

13

Michael Wolforth

15

Donald Brown

17

Major Johnson

17

Warren Carr

18

The dove is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. It is taken from the story of
Jesus' baptism, where the Spirit descended on him in the form of
a dove.
Matthew 3:16 - As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and lighting on him. (NIV)
The olive branch is widely recognized as a symbol of peace. In the
story of the Great Flood, a dove returned to Noah with an olive
branch to let him know that the flood waters had abated, and that
the episode of God's judgment was over. The olive tree produced
great quantities of oil, itself a symbol of the Holy Spirit and His
anointing, as well as of consecration to the Lord.
Kent Marzoli, Records and History
14

Patrick Combs

18

Barbara Leyburn

23

Spencer Lindsay

30

Jim Watson

30

A BIG FUMC “THANK
YOU” to all the teams who
are continuing to serve
people through the ministry of Fellowship Kitchen!
You are a blessing!
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Prayers And Condolence:
Family & friends of Elizabeth Hampton, Family & friends of
Vern Zinck, Family & friends of Ryan Carter, Family & friends
of Paul Margeson, Family & friends of Martha Trainor, Family
& friends of Jean Hilton, Family & friends of Ronal Patch
Prayers and Concerns:
Phillip Kelley, Carole Casey, Elaine Menard, Dawn Nester,
Those in the Midland, Michigan area, Lynn Russell, Bill Brake,
Janice Wolforth, Trudy Gillette, Madeline Raab, Phil Hied and
family, Victims of racism, Amy Cook, Rita & Roger Broggi,
John Scudder, Bob Morse, Carol Thibedeau, Susan Varney,
Lorie and Sam Tweedy, Laura Lundborn
Congratulations & Celebrations:
Pat Hewitt is celebrating that her son Jeremy is finally home
from deployment, Healing for JoEllan Meehan’s brother - he is
back to work!, Healing for Michael Cataldo from COVID-19!,
Gary Marino’s brother is out of the hospital - an answer to
prayers!, Ken and Donna Downs celebrated their 46th wedding anniversary on June 14th, College/University Graduates:
Steven Colestock, Jonah Hunt, Caitlin Labonte, Katie Menard,
Robert Sturtevant, Alex Wilderman, Madison VanderHill &
Kelly Thomas, High School Graduates: Seth Davidson, Elannah Langlois, Mikah Smith, Robert Miles II, Michael Wolforth,
Riley Brooks, Izabelle Brill, Emma White & Hudson White
Prayers For The Ministry We Support:
We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family

ONLINE PRAYER: Prayer requests may be
sent to Pastor Jeff (jjhrev@gmail.com) by 11 AM on
Wednesdays
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The Nominating/Lay Leadership Committee has
several leadership positions we need to fill.
Please be in touch with Pastor Jeff if you are
willing/able to help us as soon as possible:
Finance Committee Chairperson
Staff/Pastor - Parish Relations Committee Chairperson

CASSEROLE COMMITTEE

The Casserole Committee provides meals for people in
our church family during difficult times. Anyone who is
in need of meals may call one of the two Chairpersons:
Diane Marzoli 332-1766 or Dottie Bickford-Longo 6645552, or contact the office for assistance. Please let us
know whether you have any dietary restrictions! We
always bring enough food for the whole family. If you
can help, either by cooking or buying a meal, we need
you! Thanks.
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Greetings from NOW !
I don’t know about you, but I sure miss chatting with

everyone during Fellowship Hour. I look forward to
seeing everyone & celebrating Birthdays again. Until
then, Happy Birthday wishes to all celebrating in July
& August and enjoy a piece of cake !

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
We will be hosting a Blood Drive on August 22 from 92. I will be there to check the donors in. For anyone
wishing to donate, the signup is online at RedCross.org
Red Cross assures they are following guidelines as they
always do for safety of all.
Have a safe & wonderful Summer. I pray we can safely
come together soon.
Blessings

Pat Hewitt

NOW Chair

Help First UMC While You Shop - If you

shop Amazon, particularly while remaining socially distant
during the COVID-19 crisis, use this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459 . When you do, a percentage of what you spend is donated to our church. Thank
you for supporting FUMC!
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We have decided to postpone VBS this
year until the summer of 2021. We feel
that this is the safer choice given the
different restrictions and requirements
that we will need to follow. We still plan
to use Knights of North Castle and
have moved forward with purchasing the
necessary materials. Our VBS program
will be ready and waiting for us, so we
should be up and running once it is safe
enough to do so! Thank you all for your
patience, support, and understanding!
Michelle Pyrich and The VBS Team
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UMCOR SCHOOL KITS

ELECTRONIC GIVING TO
SUPPORT FUMC

Thank you to everyone who made it possible for us to complete 50 UMCOR school kits that were dedicated on June
14. Those kits will go to children anywhere in the world who
may not even have a classroom. Please remember to pick up
school supplies this year when they are on sale this summer. The kits must be uniform to meet shipping requirements.
Each year we purchase during the sales and store them until
we put the kits together in the spring for the collection at Annual Conference. This year Annual Conference has been postponed until a virtual conference in the fall but Rev. John
Blackadar is still gathering kits.
This year we need blunt children’s scissors (not plastic
blades), 12” rulers with centimeters, 1 subject spiral notebooks
(not composition books), lined notebook paper in 100-200
page pack, hand held pencil sharpeners. Please help us continue this important ministry.
Thank you.
Cindy Edgerly
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We need your help. Needless to say, weekly giving has decreased
due to our inability to be physically present for worship each Sunday. Our expenses continue even during the COVID-19 crisis. We
understand that some may not be able to continue to give due to
layoffs/furloughs or illness. If you need assistance, please let Pastor
Jeff know. We can assist you through the generosity of others. If you
have the means and desire to temporarily give more to offset what
others cannot, please do so. Thank you for being the church!
Please consider using the Give+ app (download from the App Store
or Google Play store, or set up automatic ACH payments through
Vanco. Contact Kate Marcotte for more information at
simplek79@yahoo.com .

VOLUNTEER HOURS
Please don’t forget to keep track of your
volunteer hours and submit to the office c/o Don
Raab when you can.
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