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Sunday Worship Services are:
Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10 a.m.
Nursery at 10 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
34 South Main Street
Rochester, NH 03867
603-948-1179
www.firstumcrochester.org

Sponsored by FUMC’s United Methodist
Youth Fellowship

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 - 6:00 PM
Come enjoy a scrumptious Italian dinner of pasta, meatballs,
salad and dessert while being entertained AND served by the
youth of our church! Can you figure out who the killer is?
Tickets will be on sale in the Welcome Center after each worship service - $10 adults, $5 children. All proceeds support
youth ministry activities and programs.
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Feed the Need
To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God

PASTOR’S CORNER
Dear Friends,

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?
-Micah 6:8

The prophet Micah asked what God requires of us? He asked this
question in a time of dishonesty, corruption, and injustice; a time
when the leaders and the people had gone so far off track that they
were almost completely lost. Had Micah actually posed the question to the people, the answer probably would be something along
the lines of sacrifice, showing up for worship, giving offerings. Instead, Micah asked the question hypothetically, and answered it
from God's point of view. The answer should never cease to make
us uncomfortable as we wonder: “am I really doing that?”
God doesn't require things like showing up for worship, knowing the
Bible frontwards and backwards, having all the right beliefs. Instead
God requires that we do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly
with God. Such actions are not optional for a life of faith. So often
we think of faith in terms of what we believe and how certain we
are. Micah’s words push us to think of faith in terms of what we do;
how our belief in God changes how we live.
Bear in mind that Micah is not the only voice in Scripture asking
such a question. In James 2:17 Paul said "faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead." Jesus summarized a life of faith as loving God with
our whole being - and our neighbor as ourselves (Luke 10:27).
Faith is not an adjective, but a verb. Faith is the way we live out our
lives with the kind of love that humbly walks with God, seeks out
justice, and extends kindness to all. That is what God requires.
With God's grace we can grow to love more deeply so that justice,
kindness, and a humble walk with God become the way we live.
So how will you live your faith today, this week, or this month? How
will you seek justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God?
Faith is about what we do with what we believe. Peace and love,
Pastor Jeff
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Prayers And Condolence:

Family of Teri Whitten's brother Randy, Family of Jeanne Clark
French, Family of Barbara Foss, Family of Ken Hussey, Family
of Gloria Stiles

Prayers and Concerns:

Lois Beecham, Vasant Daas, Robin Stevens, Charlotte Pyrich,
Stan Lapham, Chet Ball, Allison Oleson, Chelsea Fournier, Diane Marzoli, Margaret Combs, Ray Walker, Dot Tandy, Chris
Sargent, Keelian Brill, Francis Molinaro, Ann Moynihan, Lynn
Russell, Ron Rafferty, Elizabeth Manning, Dick Parker, Kitty
Jenness, Pat Foster, Donna Downes, Dana Clark

Congratulations & Celebrations:

Celebrating the 52nd anniversary of Ann & Dan Moynihan on
12/23, Celebrating the 52nd anniversary of Diane & Kent Marzoli on 12/23, Congratulations - Patrick Combs & Sinehan Kerman are engaged, Congratulations to Emily Watson and Devon
Cameron on their engagement
Prayers For The Ministry We Support:
We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family

ONLINE PRAYER GROUP
Prayer requests may be sent to Pastor Jeff
jhrev@gmail.com) by 11 AM on Wednesdays. If you are
interested in joining the group, please let Pastor Jeff
know.
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Feed the Need

JOIN OUR FUMC FAMILY!

We bring the Word of Jesus Christ to our communities and the world.

Worship With Us in February!
Our Epiphany Sermon Series Continues through February 16th!
New Year, Same Promises Our resolutions fade away, but
God’s promises remain forever

Have you been attending FUMC for some time but have not
yet become a member of our congregation? You are invited
to consider joining the church. Pastor Jeff would LOVE to
hear from you! People may join by transferring from other
UM congregations or from other Christian denominations.
Those that have never been members of other Christian
churches, people new to Christian faith, or those who have
been away from a church for quite a while may join by profession or reaffirmation of faith. After meeting with our Pastor, you will be welcomed into our family on a pre-arranged
Sunday morning (at either service!). Contact the church office or Pastor Jeff for more information.

To everyone involved in creating and assembling the newsletter every month. Thank you to ALL of our volunteers
who serve on committees, assist with worship, sing in our
choir, teach, serve in the Fellowship Kitchen and all the
other ways we each make a difference in the life and
fellowship of our church and local community.
A BIG FUMC “THANK YOU” to: Janice Wolforth for being
present to hand out letters and the Messenger on a
regular basis. This saves the church a LOT of postage!

February 2 - 4th Sunday after Epiphany, Communion Sunday
Texts: Psalm 15, Matthew 5:1-12
Title: God’s Promise of Blessing
The promise of the Beatitudes is for something good to emerge
from something that isn’t.
February 9 - 5th Sunday after Epiphany
Texts: Psalm 112:1-9, Matthew 5:13-20
Title: God’s Promise of Guidance
How do we live in response to the grace of God? God will show
us how.
February 16 - 6th Sunday after Epiphany
Texts: Psalm 119:1-8, Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Matthew 5:21-37
Title: God’s Promise of Freedom
With the gift of free will, we may choose between life and death.
May we always choose to live in the light of Christ - and choose
life!
February 23 - Transfiguration Sunday
Texts: Exodus 24:12-18, Matthew 17:1-9
Title: It Is Good to Be Here
Peter was delighted to be in the presence of Moses, Elijah, and
Jesus - so much so that he didn’t want it to end. Yet, mountain
top experiences end and the work of ministry continues.

February 26 - Ash Wednesday, Imposition of Ashes, Communion
This year the service is hosted By our friends at First
Church, Congregational UCC Worship begins at 7:00 PM
A NEW Sermon Series for Lent begins on Sunday March 1st:

Boot Camp for the Soul

Reflection and change take hard work. Lent can be like a boot
camp for the soul, and an opportunity to start again.
14
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ALTAR GUILD— Lorie Tweedy
COMMUNION— Bill & Carol Casey
February 2
Greeters Don & Sur Raab
Ushers Team E
Sound Tech Alex Wilderman
Liturgists: 8:30

Greetings!

I am reaching out on behalf of the Rochester Fellowship
Kitchen, which provides meals to our neighbors in need
every Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday at 5pm at First United Methodist Church. Many of you are familiar with this
community outreach, including serving on teams both in the
past and currently! We are in need of a new group of volunteers at RFK to serve a meal EVERY OTHER MONTH
on the 1st THURSDAY. (FEB 6-APR 2-JUN 4-AUG 6OCT1-DEC3, 2020).
If you are part of a business, organization, family, or group
of friends that would like to serve (or know of someone to
share this with) please contact RFK by clicking on our Messenger button on our Facebook page or email:
rochesterfellowshipkitchen@gmail.com

February 9
Greeters 8:30 Paul Mercier
Ushers: Team F
Sound Tech Sam Tweedy
Liturgist 8:30
February 16
Greeters 8:30 Brenda Soule
Ushers Team A
Sound Tech Dan Henderson
Liturgist 8:30

10:00 Sally Riley
10:00 Bob Lefebvre
10:00 Mayotte Family
10:00 Gerri McDevitt
10:00 Bev Wheeler &
Carl Mallaber
10:00 Linda Boisvert

February 23
Greeters 8:30 Sharon Muffett
10:00 Gail Burns &
Ushers Team B
Sharon Muffett
Sound Tech Charlie DeVito
Liturgist 8:30 Gary Leughmeyer 10.00

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE—ONE MEAL AT A
TIME!
PLEASE SHARE THIS OPPORTUNITY WITH OTHERS IN
YOUR COMMUNITY.
Sincerely, Skip Smith
We are always in need of liturgists (lay readers to help lead
worship in both services. Please sign up in the Welcome Center
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY TRANSITION
A new year means reflection of the past and change for the future. Looking
back the dates have blurred, but I believe I have been counting the offering for
at least 11 years and serving on the Finance Committee for 10 years and I enrolled the church in electronic giving with Vanco Services 8 years ago.
When Carolyn Chick started dialysis, she knew she wouldn’t have the time or
energy to serve as the Financial Secretary anymore. It broke her heart to step
down from the position. I remember one Sunday morning, Carolyn and Henry
Wolforth cornering me in the office asking me take over for Carolyn. I was
scared, I knew nothing, but I wanted to help. So, I agreed with one stipulation
that we "Three Amigos" would be a Team. Carolyn was my eyes and ears in
the office, Henry would be the Audit and Counting Boss and I would absorb
the Financial Secretary title and attend the meetings 6 years ago. We were the
best team. Looking back, I learned so much thru many parking lot conversations with Carolyn, many hours spent counting the offering with the “Counting
Crew” on Sundays, and during our yearly church book audits with Henry and
the Audit Committee. I am truly grateful for all their guidance, support and
most of all their friendship.
Due to personal reasons and with Henry’s blessing I officially retired as the
Financial Secretary, Audit Chairperson and Counting crew member Dec 31,
2019. I’m so happy to announce Donna Brill is the church’s new Financial Secretary. So If you have questions about your pledge or year-end statement
please contact Donna at donnas2cuties@gmail.com
If you give electronically via Vanco and you need to change your giving, please
contact me directly as I will still be managing that program at
simplek79@yahoo.com.
I’m also happy to announce that Gib Hearn is the new Audit Chairman. He will
be coordinating this year’s audit of all the church accounts. Church Account
treasurer’s please make sure your accounts are balanced thru December and
have all account statements, registers, receipts and invoices ready to audited
in the near future. Gib will be in touch soon.
I want to Thank you all for the many years of support and most of all your patience with me as the Financial Secretary, Audit Chairperson and Counting
Crew member. I pray you all have Peace and much happiness this new year.
Kate Marcotte
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LENTEN STUDY
The Grace of Les Mise`rables
By Matt Rawle

Victor Hugo’s work is a truly epic story. Whether you’ve read
the novel, seen the Broadway musical, heard the soundtrack,
or seen the screen adaptations, you already know the power
of the story. In this 6-week study, author and pastor Matt
Rawle dives into six ideals found in the story: grace, justice,
poverty, revolution, love, and hope. Each one is represented
by a character in Hugo’s story.
Please join Pastor Jeff and Bob Lefebvre as we explore “Les
Mis,” the Bible, and Matt Rawle’s book during the upcoming
season of Lent. We gather at the intersection of the Church,
literature, and pop culture and hope to discover a deeper understanding of our faith and how to live it out in the world. Sessions will be offered on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 and
Thursdays at 12:15 beginning March 4th/5th. The book is
available via Christian Book Distributors
(www.christianbook.com), Amazon (www.amazon.com) and
Cokesbury (www.cokesbury.com).
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SOUPED UP
Dan Moynihan
Joann Schafer
Christopher Molinaro
Daniel Rinehart
Jessica Parker
Diana Craggy
Carl Mallaber
Don Raab
Sam Tweedy
Ben Gelinas
Janie Snyder
Bill Hartford

1
2
3
3
3
3
5
5
6
10
11
12

Ann Blackadar
13
Matthew Peterson
14
Ruth Ann Winters
16
Alejandra HernandezParsell
16
Alex Wilderman
17
Cynthia Sparks
20
Chris Menard
20
Corin Molinaro
23
Jill Miltner
23
Julie Wilderman
28

If you don’t see you birthday listed, please contact Donna
Walters or any member of Sip ‘n Share.

SUNDAYS
COME FOR THE SERMON AND
STAY FOR THE SOUP
BOTH WILL WARM YOUR SOUL
FEBRUARY 16

MARCH 15

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
There will be a meeting after church on February 9 for anyone interested in helping to choose this summer’s VBS program. After using
the same company for several years, we would like to explore other
options and try something new. If there are any programs that you
are interested in, please bring any information that you can share with
the group. Our goal is to select a VBS program that focuses on Bible
stories at each station while engaging participants with fun activities. If you have any questions, please see Michelle Pyrich. We hope
to see you there!
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FUMC INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY

FUMC HERITAGE HAPPENINGS

1- Worship is a very important part of the life of our church body, so
we will make every effort to remain open for our worship services.
2- We will always trust you to make your own decision about
getting out and traveling in inclement weather. Please do not

From the July and August 1969 Messengers we read that the
Trustees were in the process of selling the Pleasant St. parsonage and buying or building a new parsonage. (Does anyone
know when the Pleasant St. parsonage was purchased and
what the house number was?)

take unnecessary risks, even if you are scheduled as
acolyte, liturgist, usher, greeter, communion steward, or
your musical group is scheduled to perform.

On July 9, 1969 a special Charge Conference was held to
decide on the sale of the Pleasant St. parsonage and the purchase of the Hall property on Vinewood Lane.

3- We will usually wait until Sunday morning to make a brief assessment of travel conditions around the church and the safety of our
parking lot and entrances, and then make the decision regarding
worship.
5- If there is NO CHANGE to our church schedule, we will make NO
ANNOUNCEMENT.

6- If conditions for travel are unsafe early in the morning, assume
the 8:30 service is cancelled. Roadways are often better by our 10
a.m. service time.
7- If we cannot assure reasonably safe conditions for people to
park, enter, and exit our facilities, we will cancel services and/or
postpone weekly activities .
8- We will communicate changes in our church schedule as soon as
possible by the following means:

It was decided that the Pleasant St. property would be sold
for $12,900 less $774 commission for a net to the church of
$12,126
.
The same conference also decided to authorize the Trustees
to purchase the Hall property for an agreed price of
$27,500. Monies to pay for the purchase would be made up
from the sale of the Pleasant St. property with the balance being
drawn from an advance from the Donald and Dorothy Coburn
Estate.
The Pleasant St. parsonage sale was closed on the fourth
week of July and all the parsonage furniture was put in storage
until the Hall property was ready to be moved into in August
1969. (Another question: Where did the Bell family live while
waiting to move into the new parsonage on Vinewood Lane?)
Kent Marzoli, Records and History

-An update will be posted on the church Facebook page
-WMUR TV Channel 9
-WOKQ Radio 97.5FM
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FutureGen!

Who’s Teaching Future Gen!
K-5February 2nd – Jesus is Baptized
Teacher: Donna Brill / Shepard:
February 9th – Jesus is Baptized

Last month we learned about Jesus in the Temple during
FutureGen. The children played games, built a temple, and created scrolls to help them learn about how Jesus worshipped
God. We also discussed how different aspects of worship help
us learn and grow in our faith.

Teacher: Michelle Pyrich / Shepard: Erin Kelly

February 16th – Jesus is Baptized
Teacher: Elaine Menard / Shepard:
February 23rd – Jesus is Baptized
Teacher: Tammy Labonte / Shepard:
6th-12th

Jesus is Baptized
This is my own dear Son, with whom I am pleased.
Matthew 3:17
After Jesus grew up, he went to his cousin John and asked him
to baptize him. John didn’t think he was important enough to
baptize the Son of God, but Jesus knew that John was the right
person for this special job. After John had baptized Jesus, the
Spirit of God came down from heaven and God said, “This is my
own dear Son, with whom I am pleased” (Matthew 3:17). The
story of Jesus’s baptism is found in Matthew 3.

February’s FutureGen lessons will focus on the idea that baptism is a gift that God has offered to us. Our choice to be baptized is our way to show that we have chosen to love God and
understand that He loves us. Our activities this month will help
us learn that Jesus was baptized as a sign of belonging and that
same baptism is offered to us today. We will also explore John’s
role of preparing the way for Jesus and discover that God’s
presence is always with us.
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February 9th – Theme: Claim the Life Boldness

Teachers: Kristin and Donna
February 16th –Theme: Claim the Life Persecution
Teachers: Donna/ John
February 23rd – Theme: Lent Study
Teachers: Dan/ John

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY NEWS
Gib Hearn, our resident FPU leader, is offering another session this
winter. There are already 2 couples signed up to take the class,
which is currently scheduled to meet on Sunday afternoons at
2:00 PM. Please speak with Gib Hearn or Pastor Jeff A.S.A.P. if you
are interested or have questions. Need-based scholarships are
available by request.
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